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Technology 
for all at NLA

100% success!

 All our students have the opportunity to use 
NLA’s extensive range of ICT resources to 
enhance their learning and to make it even 
more exciting!

In addition to our PCs, Apple Macs, laptops and netbooks, our students 
have been using iPads and android tablets to research topics and work 
collaboratively on projects. They have even videoed each other 
performing tasks, making analysis so much easier. Our ICT journey 
continues and who knows what new and exciting resources there will 
be in the future to support NLA’s outstanding teaching and learning. 
Please see pages 2-3 for more technology news stories and 
pictures. 

 NLA students have been celebrating a 100% Pass Rate at A Level.

The delighted young people are heading 
for universities including Salford, 
Liverpool John Moores, Warwick, 
Cumbria, and West London. Our GCSE 
students were also celebrating their 
outstanding 99% pass rate!

Alex Davies, Year 13, surpassed his 
own expectations and said: “I cannot 
believe I’ve got grades A*AB and gained 
my place at the University of Liverpool.” 
Steph Gibson was celebrating 
Distinctions in her BTECs and Jamie 
Doran was jumping around the LRC as 
he accepted his offer from the University 
of Leeds. 

There were wonderful yearbooks 
available, created by students Rebecca 
Shannon, Ben Cunningham, Jessica 
Wainwright and Jamie Doran. As we bid 
farewell to the Year 13, our Year 12 had 
much to smile about with fantastic AS 
Level grades, giving them a wonderful 
start to their final year. Congratulations 
to all our students on their superb 
results.

 Our new Year 7 
students enjoyed 
a wonderful day of 
activities when 
they came to NLA 
for their Transition 
Day in July. 

All the staff at North 
Liverpool Academy would 
like to welcome our new 
students and wish them well 
as they begin their school 
journey with us. They are 
pictured during their visit 
last term and here are some of their comments…. 

Karla Kasper: “I loved meeting new friends and enjoyed 
the science lessons and using the iPads.” 
Loren Morris: “I love Technology, Art, Science and PE. 
Also, I would like to have a go at hairdressing as I think it 
will be really fun and enjoyable.  I am going to try my best 
at everything, take risks, try teamwork and have fun.” 
Caitlin Lewin: “Had a brill day, loved the rock climbing 
and I am now excited about starting school. I would give 
the day 10/10.” 
More pictures on page 4.

Celebrating A Level success

Celebrating GCSE/BTEC success
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 North Liverpool Academy is the host for the Computing at 
School (CAS) hub. 

Computing at School is a network of teachers and industry experts in the field of computing. 
It supports teachers through the developments and changes to the ICT curriculum and 
offers a forum for sharing ideas across the country. Liam McDaid, Curriculum Leader for the 
Faculty of ICT and Technological Sciences, set up the hub which brings teachers from 
across the North West together to share ideas and to learn about new technologies. 

The hub is now in its second year and has been a huge 
success. The work that is carried out in these meetings 
is reflected in the curriculum that our students follow. In 
the last CAS hub some of our GCSE Computer 
Science students actually taught teachers from other 
schools a thing or two about programming!
For details of future events follow the CAS twitter 
@CAS_Merseyside for updates.

VLE expands at NLA

Real business 
tasks excite 
students

Switch off 
all mobile 
devices

Teaching     the teachers

 At the Studio we are continuing to work 
with app company, Apposing, one of our 
main employer partners.

The company commissioned our students to produce a game for 
an android mobile device. Through working with Apposing, 
students had the opportunity to release their app in the android 
marketplace, and learn about the nature of the industry and the 
processes involved in taking an idea to market. 

To kick start the project, Apposing held an initial briefing event 
with students to outline the project brief and to give them a virtual 
budget of £12k. Following a brainstorming session, the students 
were given feedback from the company who were involved 
throughout the project in offering emailed advice and support.  

Our students had meeting times scheduled with Apposing as part 
of the initial budget, and they also had the opportunity to contact 
the company through a business mentor at a slightly higher cost. 
There were two pitch days where students presented their game 
app prototype to Apposing, one halfway through the project and 
one at the end. Each pitch day allowed students to achieve 
bonuses for good work. 

The students really enjoyed the project and the chance to work on 
something real that excited them. Core elements of their A Level 
Computing and Creative Media BTEC qualifications were covered 
during the project and they gained a good grounding in project 
management and programming. 

 The VLE (Virtual Learning Environment) at North 
Liverpool Academy is developing in leaps and 
bounds!

The use of the Frog learning platform allows teachers to create online 
learning resources from the internet (videos, apps, wikis) in the safe 
environment of the school. They can access all the information they need and 
students and parents can also be kept up to date with events and resources.
Pictured (left) are staff creating VLE pages. 

 To ensure that all students are 
focused on their studies 
throughout the school day, we 
expect all mobile devices 
(including mobile phones, iPods 
and other mp3 devices) to be 
switched off at 08:30 and remain 
switched off until the end of the 
school day. 

Failure to do this will result in the device being 
confiscated and a parent/carer will be required to 
visit the Academy to collect it. If a parent/carer 
wishes to contact a student at the Academy 
during the school day, they should ring our 
reception desk, where they will be connected to 
the relevant House Manager or another 
appropriate member of staff.
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What’s ‘app’ening 
at KS3? 

Programming the future

Girls in ICT Day

Acceptable Use 
Policy (AUP) at NLA

 New and exciting ICT developments have taken 
place in KS3. 

Our students have been given the opportunity to develop many ICT skills as they 
worked on various projects. These have included: Back To The Future (looking 
at the history of ICT and how it is used to solve problems); What’s App? 
(designing their own app); and FlashForward where the students developed their 
photo editing skills to view themselves in the future!

In addition, our students will have the opportunity to gain a qualification by the 
end of Year 8. All students start the Microsoft Academy qualification in Year 7 
and complete it the following year. This qualification gives our students 
high-level experience of all the main Microsoft packages including Word, Excel 
and Powerpoint - all very useful for any future career.

 Girls from Years 7-9 and 11 
have taken part in International 
Girls in ICT Day at North Liverpool 
Academy. 

The special day is an initiative backed by ITU to 
create a global environment that empowers and 
encourages girls and young women to consider 
careers in the growing field of Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT). International 
Girls in ICT Day is celebrated on the 4th Thursday 
in April every year.

The ICT Department at NLA held a variety of 
workshops throughout the day for the girls. The 
workshops included: a skill based session of 
identifying the skills that girls in the ICT industry 
have; a workshop that looked at influential female 
pioneers in the ICT industry; and a competition to 
create an innovative piece of new technology that 
would appeal to girls. The students were also given 
the opportunity to work with a Raspberry Pi and to 
programme it to make it into their very own 
'Conversation-Bot'.

All the girls involved came up with some fantastic 
and innovative pieces of new technology including a 
hairdryer that dyes, styles and cuts your hair. 
Perhaps tomorrow’s female pioneer of ICT will be 
from the North Liverpool Academy. You can check 
out our video on the school’s YouTube channel.

 There has been a real push at NLA to ensure that all students 
have an opportunity to experience programming. 

There have been opportunities for KS3 students 
to make apps and computer games. At KS4, the 
students had the opportunity to choose GCSE 
Computer Science as an option. At KS5, we 
offer a BTEC Unit in Programming and AS and 
A2 Computing. All this has been supplemented 
by a wide range of Computer Science related 
enrichment choices. This included an 
enrichment that was available to KS5 students 
allowing them to learn C++ from computing 
experts.

Mr McDaid says: "Technology is all around us 
and necessary for all of us to complete everyday 
activities. Most pieces of new technology that we 
use are controlled by computers, and computers 
are always going to need programming. It's 
another language to learn and can sometimes 
be difficult to understand. However, this 
language can be easily learnt if you grab the 
opportunities made available to you at NLA.”  At NLA, our aim is for all students to have the 

skills that:
▪ allow them to use all software and hardware to 
a standard that they can usefully employ to 
support their learning.
▪ understand when and how technologies can 
support learning and be able to implement that 
understanding.

We take our role seriously of guiding the students on how to engage with 
technologies safely and appropriately. To allow our students to be safe and 
digitally literate, we will ensure that they are educated in the appropriate 
use of ICT and understand the importance of e-safety. All students have a 
copy of the AUP in their planners and it is discussed during tutor time.

The internet and online technologies create huge opportunities for us all; 
however, they can sometimes be a bit overwhelming, and present 
challenges to keeping your family safe online. There is lots of superb 
information for both you and your family on the Think You Know (TUK) 
website. Remember, if you think your child is at risk from some internet 
content then you can report this using the CEOP button (Child Exploitation 
and Online Protection centre).



 NLA’s Dads and Lads event 
was promoted as a ‘Boys will 
be Boys’ extravaganza.

It set out to champion many of the things that 
boys like to see and do… sport, music, creepy 
crawlies, fast cars, MPVs and beer for all the 
dads! The event began in spectacular fashion 
with Everton’s own British and Commonwealth 
Flyweight Champion, Kevin Satchell, wowing 
dads and lads alike. 

There were displays of breakdancing and 
boxing and throughout the evening there were 
darts, table tennis, rowing and log cutting 
competitions. The event was expertly 
compèred by our very own Dylan Bannon and 
the night ended with Mr Blanchard, Mr Evans 
and Mr Seaman performing as the NLA House 
Band. Watch this space for news of an even 
bigger and better event next year!
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University challenges 
for students

Sports reporters 
in the field

Dads and Lads 
get together 

 NLA staff have taken our new Year 
12 students to the University of 
Cumbria.

The purpose of the visit to the university’s Lancaster 
Campus was to introduce the forty students to NLA’s Sixth 
Form as well as gaining an insight into university life. They 
had taster lectures in Sport, Business and English as well 
as talks on student life. The group also played sports 
including basketball, football, badminton and rounders 

before settling down to watch Bruce Almighty. The 
following day there were challenging activities including 
NLA workshops to support teambuilding, increase 
confidence and develop communication skills. 

Eddie Adams said: “It was great! It was educational and it 
gave me an insight into university life.” NLA staff also 
answered those burning Sixth Form questions such as 
‘What is the Dress Code?’ (smart, business wear) and 
‘How do I apply for a bursary?’ (Visit the LRC for more 
details). 

Moving on up

 Students moving into Year 12 started the summer in festival spirit by 
attending the Sixth Form induction event. 

Entitled VI FESTIVAL, the students were able to learn new skills such as cooking and singing with acapella 
group, The Sons of Pitches. They were taken out of their comfort zone and launched into character and 
confidence building activities in preparation for their move to the top floor of North Liverpool Academy - into 
Sixth Form! 

 Two of North 
Liverpool Academy’s 
budding journalists 
have reported on the 
Sainsbury’s Schools 
Games finals on 
Merseyside. 

Fay Dermott Black and Emilie 
Williams, from the Film and 
Media department, were lucky 
enough to receive training from 
Liverpool Echo journalist, Tim 
Johnston, and got to meet 
Team GB Olympic Handball 
star, Christopher  McDermott. 
Here is their report:

Wavertree Sports Centre lay 
under the beaming sun as 1500 
children aged 7-15 gathered together to participate in the School Games. Although the atmosphere was tense, 
this was overcome by the joy and excitement of the primary and secondary students, ready to compete for their 
borough’s pride. 

Tim had briefed us earlier on the types of questions we should ask and how we should structure an interview. Our 
first interview was with Christopher McDermott who told us how his father was his biggest inspiration and always 
pushed him to the top. The competitors described to us their feelings about taking part in the event: “It’s fun and 
we are really enjoying the day. We feel proud competing,” said Agata Schwier. Primary school students Milly, 
Emily and Beth said how it was ‘fun competing’. They had just come first in the tri-golf tournament. Throughout 
the day we had fun and enjoyed every minute of it. We’re glad we went on this assignment!
Pictured are Fay (left) and Emilie meeting Christopher.

Continued from page 1

A warm welcome to our new Year 7
More pictures from their Transition Day in July.

Sports reporters 
in the field
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