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STOP PRESS:

Studio School’s 
web success

A warm welcome

@NorthLivAcademy

New salon is sister act!
 North Liverpool Academy is supporting two 
young entrepreneurs in opening their new 
hairdressing salon, Sorella, based in Everton.

Located on Breckfield Road North, the salon has been established to 
support local sisters Steph and Leanne Ward in starting up their own 
business. In addition, Sorella, which means ‘sister’ in Italian, will enable 
NLA students to develop their skills, gain work experience and help to 
achieve a Level 3 qualification in hairdressing.

With over ten years’ experience of working in hairdressing, Leanne and 
Steph are looking forward to running their own business: “We are 
extremely excited about getting to know new clients and establishing 
ourselves in the area. It is also a great opportunity for North Liverpool 
Academy students to learn hairdressing in a ‘real’ environment. Not 
only developing customer service and communication skills but also 
teaching the demands of working in a business.”

The scheme follows on from a project launched last year – which 
involves NLA hairdressing students making weekly visits, providing 
haircuts, manicures and facials to the residents of sheltered 
accommodation in Maritime Lodge, Anfield.

The salon is now open to the public and specialises in colour and hair 
extensions. For more information, or to make an appointment, call 
Steph or Leanne on 0151 264 9664.

 Welcome to this Sixth Form focused 
edition of The Academy Times.  

We are amazingly proud of our school and the personal 
provision we provide at each stage. Our Sixth Form is a vibrant 
and stimulating place to learn, offering a friendly, accessible and 
supportive environment for all students regardless of background 
or ability. At Sixth Form, students receive outstanding teaching in 
a variety of captivating subjects, gaining a first class education. 
We have created a Sixth Form for all and we want students to 
enjoy their time as we work with them on their journey. 

We are very proud of our students and understand that in order 
to achieve the best, the learning environment and community 
feel in Sixth Form is important. Our Learning Resource Centre is 
a fabulous place to study, with high quality learning resources, 
including a richly stocked reading area, and state of the art ICT 
facilities. Students also have the opportunity to build on their 
academic experience through unique and innovative enrichment 
activities and will develop strong community, cultural and life 
skills. 

Time in the Sixth Form prepares students for their future. 
Whether in education, employment or both, when students come 

to the end of their journey they are ready to take the next step in 
the wider world.  

Team Sixth Form
NLA’s Team Sixth Form introduce themselves…
“Hello, we are Team Sixth Form, otherwise known as the Sixth Form 
Graduate Mentors. Our role is to guide and support the Sixth Form in 
whatever they need. We help students with job applications, 
homework, essay writing, university applications and CVs. We are 
based in the LRC and support students in their academic work. 
Having recently graduated from university, it is great to help students 
who are about to embark on higher education or employment.  We 
don't have a timetable or classes to teach so there is always a 
member of the team available to sit with a student and help them with 
what they need.”

 The Studio @ NLA students have 
been working on an exciting project 
alongside a gaming and digital 
media company. 

The company, Apposing, have created apps for 
clients including CSL and Chester Zoo. Last term, our 
students pitched their ideas to Dave Brown and Paul 
Boyham from Apposing and, over the last ten weeks, 
they have been developing their apps for the Android 
market. The free apps have been launched on 
Google Play Store and the first game, Like a Boss, 
was designed by Daniel Mercer and is already 
proving to be a hit. Dave and Paul will shortly be 
returning to The Studio to judge the best app. 
See page 8 for another Studio School news story.

The team is 
pictured (l to r) 

Heather 
Davies, Phil 
Hughes and 

Steph Green.

NLA is the first school in the country to achieve 
the Inclusion Quality Mark (IQM) flagship status! 
The Inclusion Quality Mark is a standard for 
assessing schools against a nationally recognised 
framework on inclusion. Becoming a Flagship 
School shows we take inclusion very seriously. The IQM citation 
noted: “NLA is a true community Academy.” More details in our 
next edition.
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“You learn about DNA and why you look the 
way you do. The practical experiments are fun 

and will help you engage with science.”

 Have you ever wanted to know how to 
solve a crime? 

At NLA you can study BTEC Level 3 Forensic Science. You learn 
how scientists collect evidence from crime scenes such as blood, 
fingerprints, bones, drugs and bullets. You learn how they process 
the evidence in the laboratory and present it in court. It is a 
hands-on approach and you will carry out many investigations.

Are you interested in medicine or working in the medical profession? 
We offer a BTEC Level 3 Medical Science qualification where you 
learn about the human body and how it works. You learn about DNA 
and why you look the way you do. The practical experiments are fun 
and will help you engage with science. 

Students on these courses have visited Liverpool University 
science laboratories and have been to the Bodyworks exhibition. 
Both of these vocational courses are assignment based and do not 
include exams. If you don’t like revision and the pressure of exams, 
but you love science, then one of these courses may be right up 
your street.

A taste of life 
in Sixth Form

Do you want to be a scientist?
By Callum Pritchard

 The Learning Resource Centre (LRC) is 
the Sixth Formers’ personal space, with 
comfortable chairs and numerous tables 
where you can study or relax during breaks. 

The Centre boasts a huge array of books covering all subjects 
and works of reference. The numerous computers enable 
students to catch up on revision, complete their work or have a 
short break watching YouTube - one of the numerous privileges 
Sixth Formers receive! 

If you cannot find what you need on the shelves or online, you 
can ask the very helpful LRC staff - Miss Green, Mr Hughes and 
Miss Davies. Whether it’s giving you a hand with your UCAS 
application or having a chat to see how things are going, this 
friendly trio have more than enough knowledge to offer 
assistance. 

The lessons are really interesting and you gain an insight into 
each subject due to the flawless expertise of every teacher. They 
do everything to ensure you gain the highest grades; their sole 
purpose is to fully assist you. It could be Miss Sedgewick in 
Psychology or Law sacrificing her social life by holding extra 
revision sessions; or Mrs Brewer allowing her students to stay 
behind and catch up on Media coursework. Each lesson is an 
enthralling experience and you will be so glad you have embarked 
on the journey at NLA’s Sixth Form!

 Do you enjoy developing your practical 
science skills? At NLA you can study one, two 
or even all three A levels.    

A Level Biology looks at the plant and animal kingdoms and at 
biological processes to see how living creatures, including ourselves, 
actually work. You will practise real fieldwork outside the laboratory 
and you could become a botanist, physiologist, doctor or ecologist.

A Level Chemistry focuses on the molecules of life and how they 
react together.  This very practical subject develops independent 
practical skills and scientific knowledge. Chemistry is the essential 
foundation science for many university courses and careers in 
medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, forensics, veterinary science, 
biochemistry and industrial chemistry.

A Level Physics applies scientific methodologies to understand 
fundamental principles of nature: matter and energy, and how they 
interact.  You will expand your understanding, from the universe to the 
smallest quark. This year the physicists are visiting the Hadron Collider 
in Switzerland. A level Physics can lead to careers in Applied Physics, 
Astrophysics, Geophysics, Material Technology, Forensic Science, 
Engineering, Meteorology and Medical Physics.

“The lessons are really interesting and you 
gain an insight into each subject due to the 
flawless expertise of every teacher. They 

do everything to ensure you gain the 
highest grades; their sole purpose is to fully 

assist you.”
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Starting Sixth Form 
the NLA way!
 What a fantastic start to Sixth Form 
as sixty students from Year 12 visited 
Aberystwyth University in Wales. 

Based in the beautiful seaside town, the university was 
recently named as one of the top three universities in the 
world for student satisfaction.

On a three day residential, our Year 12s got a real taste of 
student life, experiencing lectures and seminars in 
interesting subjects as well as visiting the Students’ Union 
for karaoke and pool! They stayed in the University’s Halls 
of Residence where they found welcome messages from 
former student residents. As well as experiencing 
university life, the NLA students were briefed about what it 
means to be a Sixth Former at the Academy.

On the second day there was a short walk to the seaside 
to paddle in the sea and eat ice cream. There were even 
some lessons in juggling and uni-cycling from local street 
performers! A great time was had by all and some 
students had perfect Welsh accents by the end of the trip 
- as well as a perfect insight into the university experience 
and what to expect of their time in Sixth Form.

“There were even some 
lessons in juggling and 

uni-cycling from local street 
performers!”

Successful scholars 
We are extremely proud of our Year 12 students who have been accepted 
onto the University of Liverpool Scholars Programme. There were only 
120 places available across Merseyside. To be eligible, students had to achieve eight A* to C grades at 
GCSE and complete an application form which included a tutor reference and personal statement. 

The programme covers academic skills, workshops, lectures and learning activities focused on preparing 
for university and student life. Once accepted, students are guaranteed a conditional place at the 
University of Liverpool. They have their offer reduced by 40 UCAS points and receive a bursary to help 
towards tuition fees and living expenses. The successful students are: Callum Pritchard, Katie Van Der 
Woude, Jordan Dettlaff, Tom Barry, James Close, Melissa Fallon and Mikey McMahon. 

Taking the next step…   By Miss Green
Congratulations to our Year 13 students who have submitted their UCAS applications and had offers from 
universities. Applying to UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admissions Service) can seem daunting but 
with support from tutors and Sixth Form mentors, students have produced excellent Personal Statements. 
Everyone’s hard work is paying off so thank you and well done!

News in briefSpotlight 
on the IB

My big, mad, uni diary

By Assistant Principal Mr Simpson

 North Liverpool Academy is an 
accredited centre for running the 
International Baccalaureate, which is a 
qualification recognised worldwide. 

The course has been running since September and the 
students follow a broader curriculum than A level or BTEC, 
providing more flexibility with university choices or potential 
employment. They are at the cutting edge of new technologies: 
all have iPads that form an integral part of many lessons.

As part of their IB curriculum the students have completed first 
aid courses, visited a castle in Wales and worked with the local 
community. They plan to see a West End show in London and 
visit Spain to support their language studies. 

Despite the demands of the course, it is a very enjoyable 
experience - but don’t just take my word for it. Here are some 
students’ opinions.

“The IB is an interesting and interactive way to learn. We 
work together on many projects and we have more 
freedom with choosing our work. The teachers are helpful 
and instructive and teach us to be more independently 
minded, giving us experience for the future.” Dale

 “I am really enjoying the challenge of the IB. The lessons 
are packed with interesting facts about the world and it 
has made me a much more open and thoughtful person. I 
find the IB extremely interesting and challenging.” 
Rachel

Thinking about applying to university? Here’s what one ex-NLA student has to say about the whole experience.

By Charlotte Aucutt

 Hi, I’m currently studying English and 
Creative Writing at Liverpool John Moores 
University. I left NLA Sixth Form last year. I had 
been at the Academy since it opened and was 
now having to face going to university. 

My first piece of advice is to research the universities, go to Open Days 
and look at the pros and cons. Go where you want to go, not where your 
friends are going because there are so many courses and so many 
more people to meet.

Skipping over the stressful results day and then a summer festival, I 
found myself in a university lecture room. Tip two is to make friends. It’s 
not about who’s popular at university; everyone has a fresh start and the 
chance to make new friends, so go for it!

When you get to university and the course is going well and your friends 
are around, go out and experience the city. For example, I have always 
been interested in writing and now I attend a monthly poetry reading 
night at the Pilgrim pub. We air our latest creations in a relaxed 
environment and really learn a lot. No matter what your course is, make 
sure you get the balance of work and fun right, to really experience life at 
university. Charlotte is pictured third from left.
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Siobhan’s a first class student
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 The Film and Media department at 
NLA offers three different level 3 
courses: A level Film Studies, A level 
Media Studies and Level 3 BTEC 
Subsidiary Diploma in Creative Media 
Production. 

The courses are all quite different but do complement 
each other should you choose to study more than one in 
Sixth Form. Here are quotes from some of our current 
students:
 
“A2 Film Studies and A2 Media Studies lessons are highly 
interactive, with knowledgeable discussions taking place. 
At university I want to study film at degree level and these 
courses will give me the upper hand.”
Luke McGann, Year 13

“I love music, film and television and I want to pursue a 
career behind the camera. The best way to develop skills is 
through these practical courses. A highlight was filming a 
news item at Kensington Community Radio. I’m looking 
forward to pursuing radio and camera courses at university.”
Tabitha Konstantine, Year 13, A2 Film Studies and BTEC 
Subsidiary Diploma in Creative Media Production.

“Media has been one of my favourite subjects since Year 9. 
The teachers are really helpful and their enthusiasm has 
spurred me on to achieve the highest result. I like the 
course’s creativity and freedom: you can be making a health 
and safety video and then miming to a favourite song with 
background effects. Keeping within the guidelines you can 
produce masterpieces. Media will motivate you to achieve the 
best you can - I suggest you take it!”
Callum Pritchard, Year 12, studying for BTEC Subsidiary 
Diploma in Creative Media Production.

 Former NLA student, 
Siobhan Kerrigan, has 
graduated with a First Class 
Honours degree in Fashion 
Communication. 

The LJMU student was one of the first Sixth 
Formers in our newly created Academy who, 
unfortunately, never experienced the fantastic resources 
of the new building. She was one of the first students to 
opt for our highly successful Photography course, 
achieving an ‘A’ at A Level.

Siobhan recalls: “I loved art and fashion which is why I 
studied Art and Design, and Digital Photography in Sixth 
Form. Art and Design helped me to develop drawing 
skills and experiment using different art materials. Digital 
Photography taught me Photoshop skills that benefited 
me at university. Both courses led me to think outside 
the box and develop unique ideas. I always tried to make 
my work stand out and the teachers helped and 
supported me.

“The university course involved styling, trend 
forecasting, photography, film, graphic design 
and illustration. I interned with Liverpool based 
fashion designer Kirsty Doyle and also spent 
eight weeks at Matalan’s Head Office. 

“Balancing work placements, my degree and 
part-time job wasn’t easy, but work experience is 
vital. In my final year I focused on fashion and 

editorial photography and achieved the best in class results 
for my degree. I was also a finalist in the British Fashion 
Council Warehouse Photography Competition.

“Since graduating, I have focused on photography and 
commercial work for local fashion designers. I am looking 
for internships with fashion magazines in London and work 
as an assistant with a professional photographer. My advice 
is to get work experience to gain valuable skills. Experiment 
and take risks at school to discover your strengths and 
weaknesses. Good luck with your future studies!”
Siobhan is pictured with examples of her work and 
you can see more on her website: 
www.cargocollective.com/siobhankerrigan

Peter Pan Returns was our annual pantomime and it was a great 
success. The show comprised of performers from all Year groups, a 
fantastic band and chorus of singers. It was a sell-out and the theatre 
was bursting at the seams. All students of the Academy enjoyed the 
performance which took place during the last week of term.

The annual carol concerts delighted staff and students and featured 
many performances including traditional carols, Christmas pop 
songs and a modern take on the story of The Little Match Girl.
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Success is 100%

School sports win award

Sports report

 As reported in our last edition, NLA has been 
awarded the prestigious Silver School Games 
Kitemark for the sporting opportunities we provide 
for our students. 

The award ceremony has now taken place and the 
Kitemark was presented by Gerry Wigglesworth 
(pictured) from the School Sports Partnership.

As well as a comprehensive range of 
traditional sports such as rugby, netball and 
football, a host of new sports are included in 
the curriculum. There are also extra-curricular 
opportunities such as attending a multi-sport 
training camp in Spain or a skiing trip to Italy. 

We are encouraging more students than ever to take 
up sport and physical activity. What better place to learn to be your best, to be 
creative and to accept winning and deal with losing, than taking part in school 
sport? We also run a leadership programme for Years 9 and 10 culminating in 
students volunteering to work alongside staff in our enrichment programme, or 
in primary schools.

The School Games provide an excellent opportunity to take on a role and 
make a positive and active contribution as an athlete, leader, official or coach. 
We aim to engage more students and provide further opportunities next year in 
order to achieve the Gold Award.

..... ARTS

 Every one of our art 
students last year was 
successful in gaining a place 
on art courses at university. 

This shows two things: that our students are 
both ambitious and recognise that art degrees 
can lead to rewarding and profitable careers; 
and that their talent and potential is being 
recognised by the universities. 

This also demonstrates that our students are 
being very successful on their art courses at 
the Academy, gaining good grades and the 
required UCAS points to allow them to 
successfully apply for their chosen courses.
Here are some examples of artwork by our 
students who are now studying at university; 
we wish them good luck for the future.

 Budding sports journalists 
have been broadcasting the latest 
sports news from NLA in a 
regular slot. In case you missed 
it, here’s their roundup of the 
latest top sporting news!

Dylan: Hello and welcome to another edition 
of NLA Sports news with me, Dylan Bannon.
Zoe: And me, Zoe Isherwood. 
Dylan: Coming up on today’s show…
Zoe: It’s a good start for NLA football teams…

Dylan:  And netball teams are back at NLA!
Zoe: Playing the Spanish way! Two 
students from NLA spend a day being 
coached by Valencia coaches. 
Dylan: And top of the Kops! Find out why 
NLA students were spot on during half-time 
of Liverpool v Stoke City. 

Zoe: It has been a good start for our football teams with 
some excellent results. Highlights include the Year 7s 
dominant 7-2 win against Notre Dame.
Dylan: Year 9s beat Orminston Bolingbroke 6-2 
Zoe: And the Year 11 team impressively beat Childwall 
7-4 v in the National Cup second round. 
Dylan: Girls’ football now and the Year 7s got off to a 
flying start, winning 9-1 against Alsop High School. 

Zoe: In other news, two students 
from NLA, Caitlin Edwards and Tyler 
Cadwallader, travelled to Manchester 
Grammar School to take part in a 
football coaching session run by 
coaches from Valencia FC in Spain.  
Dylan: And Caitlin also 
accompanied Miss Kennedy along 
with Mollie Farley, Ben Simms and 
Tom Collins to Anfield to take 
penalties during half-time of the 
Liverpool v Stoke match. 

Zoe: Despite taking their penalties in front of 40,000 
fans the students held their nerve to score 8 out of 9 
penalties between them. Well done!
Dylan: Don’t forget you can follow us on twitter on 
@nla_sports use the #black and yellow! 

Year 7 
football 
team

Students are being very successful on their art courses at the Academy, 
gaining good grades and the required UCAS points to allow them to 

successfully apply for their chosen courses.

Jessica Frizzell

Gavin LomasEvie Crockett

Stephanie Myles
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From phones to panto 
in Product Design

Heading for success!

Track record for NLA team

What is Hairdressing and who is this course for?
Hairdressing is a creative skill that includes: cutting, styling, 
curling, colouring and perming hair. The course is for students 
who are interested in creating innovative and exciting hair 
designs and attaining the necessary skills to work in a salon 
environment.

What will I study?
If you have never taken hairdressing before, you will start on 
the NVQ Level 1 in Hairdressing programme. You will learn: 
how to shampoo, condition, and blow dry hair; reduce risks to 
Health and Safety; assist with Reception duties.
If you have already completed NVQ Level 1 or BTEC you can 
progress to Level 2 which will increase your skills. 
Hairdressing trips have included a visit to the Blackpool Hair 
Show (pictured) to experience the latest trends in the hair 
industry through catwalk shows and competitions.

What can I do with a NVQ Level 1 and 2 in Hairdressing?
There are many opportunities to progress such as NVQ Level 
3 in Hairdressing (advanced). You could become a stylist, 
mobile hairdresser, salon manager, technician or teacher. A 
qualification in Hairdressing can be used in a variety of 
environments including high street salons, cruise ships and 
working in the TV and film industries.

 Students on AS Level and GCSE courses in Product Design are 
creating exciting new products.

Sixth formers are working with real clients within the Academy to address design issues in-house. We 
welcomed Senior Lecturer of Product Design at LJMU, Martin Gee, to judge our Solidworks based ‘Design a 
new iPhone’ competition for Years 12 and 13. Congratulations to Year 13 student, Liam Hing, who had his 
idea printed out using the university’s 3D printer. It was a fantastic effort from everyone.

Our Year 12 AS Level group were able to apply and develop their woodworking skills to construct the 
pantomime set for this year’s production of Peter Pan:Return to Neverland. Working in conjunction with the 
Art department, some fantastic pieces of set were constructed which helped to bring a great production to 
life. Well done to all involved.

Panto set design
iPhone 
design

 The Academy’s racing team was created to give 
our Vehicle Technology students an insight into 
the world of motorsport.

The team has taken part in motorcycle racing and tasted early success by 
coming third during the straight liners events at Santa Pod raceway. They 
have also raced at East Kirkby in Lincoln, Kirkbride on the Scottish borders 
and at Elvington in Yorkshire.

The Vehicle Technology Level 3 course offers a wide variety of experiences 
for all students. Year 12 students (pictured) are taking part in a motorcycle 
engine building session in our fully equipped Vehicle Technology room. Our 
dyno machine measures the performance of motorcycle engines and 
provides a printout of results. 

In exchange for donations we offer diagnostic assessments for local 
motorcycle enthusiasts and dealerships. The proceeds and other donations 
have enabled a second racing scooter to be built by the Technology 
department. This 250cc machine will be the next step up from our existing 
200cc bike for students who want to progress further in motorsport. The 
engine will be brand new and specially tuned by AF Rayspeed. 

Successful students

Andy Cheung studied Vehicle Technology Level 3 from 2009-11 and his first 
taste of motorcycle sprint racing was at the historic Aintree circuit. He 
recalls: “I was nervous but the encouragement and support of my tutors 
really helped me through.” His maturity and attitude has set a precedent for 
future NLA race riders - well done Andy! 

Year 13 student Zach Doyle is this season’s rider. He is a keen motorcyclist 
and commutes to school on his motorbike. His NLA Level 3 course and 
interests have led to Zach being offered a place on a Motorsports degree 
course at the University of Central Lancashire.
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Climbing to the top 
with Public Services

A world 
of Social 
Science
 Whether you want to learn 
about the function of the brain, 
how to make your first million 
or are interested in a career with 
the ambulance service, Social 
Sciences at NLA will meet your 
needs and excite you. 

We offer a range of academic and vocational 
qualifications to fulfil your dreams and 
aspirations, be it progressing to university or 
entering the world of work. With Social Sciences 
you can study: Psychology; Geography; History; 
Law; Business Studies; Economics; Public 
Services; Modern Foreign Languages; Travel 
and Tourism.

Popular choices

We offer a new Economics course for students 
joining our Sixth Form. After A level Economics 
you can study further at university or enter the 
job market. Economics gives you a greater 
insight into the economy and proves you are a 
high calibre student. You can be successful in 
various careers from investment banking to the 
diplomatic services: the need for skilled 
economic advisors has never been so great.

Business Studies is a popular choice, either the 
traditional A Level or the more vocational BTEC. 
Both are challenging, exciting courses where 
you learn about advertising, finance and how 
businesses work. Business Studies is suitable 
for those looking to progress to university, move 
into employment or set up a business.

By Jack Johnson

 I studied History at GCSE and 
carried on to A Level because of 
my interest of politics.

My History enquiry, a feature of the A2 course, 
was based on Communism. Choosing a topic in 
which I have a great interest really motivated me. 
Other AS and A2 units I studied included fascism 
in Nazi Germany and US politics in the early 
twentieth century. We also visited Auschwitz 
concentration camp in Poland and came 
face-to-face with the reality of history. History A 
Level has given me the confidence, knowledge 
and political understanding to choose a course 
like Politics at university. Learning about the past

Dr John Goldsmith is a Holocaust survivor who spoke to 
our A Level groups about anti-Semitism and the 
treatment of Jewish people.  Mr Eric Cohen is a second 
generation survivor (his grandparents were in the 
Holocaust) and is a member of the Association of Jewish 
Refugees. The History students had tea with John and 
Eric who brought in artefacts from his grandparents. 
They asked about their experiences and it was a very 
thought-provoking meeting.

Pursuing my interest 
in History

NLA Geographers 
meet TV legend
 Year 13 students have met a celebrity presenter at a student conference.

Professor Iain Stewart’s television and radio programmes include How to Grow a Planet and Journeys from the 
Centre of the Earth. He took time out from his busy TV schedule to talk to the NLA Geographers about his 
interesting projects around the world.

There were a host of other guest lecturers who opened the minds of our Geography students on the dangerous 
world of volcanoes and earthquakes. The conference gave them a taste of the amazing things that Geographers 
can learn at university.
Professor Stewart is pictured with NLA student, Rebecca Shannon. 

Cambridge University
offers Rebecca a place
Geography A Level student, Rebecca 
Shannon, is NLA’s first student to be 
offered a place at Cambridge. Here she 
describes her time studying the subject at 
the Academy….

“GCSE Geography was fantastic but A Level gets a whole lot more interesting. The subject has led me to 
investigating earthquake seismologist, Bernard Chouet, as well as studying volcanoes on other planets. You start 
with some basics in class but progress to gaining skills to develop your knowledge. 

“This ability to explore the world is why I want to study Geography at university. A Level has developed my passion 
for the subject and got me the offer to study Geography at Cambridge. Hopefully, one day I will be putting on 
wellies and saving the country from more flooding, and it will be A Level Geography that got me there!”

A course in Public Services will provide you with opportunities to 
take part in a variety of fun and interesting challenges. A Year 11 
group found this out recently when they took on the challenge of 
rock climbing.  As you can see from the photos, they all had a 
great time. If you would like to do this, as well as a whole host of 
other challenges, please come and see us on the Open Evening 
for more information.
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Fundraising footie
for charity

Wisepay – a new 
way to pay at NLA

Congratulations 
to our new 
House Captains!

The Studio at NLA
presents Minefest

 Meet the students who made successful 
applications to become House Captains!

They are: Shaquiea Leary (McGough); Sean Dempster (La Plante); 
Jonny Lu (Redmond); Sean Daniels (Patten) and Callum Pritchard 
(Russell). You’ll be seeing a lot more of these students around 
school. They’ll be in your House assemblies as well as being the 
face of the Student Voice.  The students chose to stand for the 
positions of House Captains as they wanted to make a positive 
contribution to school life.  

Their first meeting with Mrs Askew went well and they will be introducing the 
new policy on litter to you in assemblies. They’ve also negotiated first aid 
lessons for some students, as part of a St John Ambulance campaign to give 
everyone some lifesaving knowledge.  

They make great role models as they are committed to improving the school 
and they want all students to be aspirational in their goals. The House 
Captains’ contributions to school life include participating in extracurricular 
activities and local community work. They are going to use their creativity 
and media knowledge to improve communication with the student body. The 
House Captains look forward to working with you all.

Callum Pritchard Jonny Lu Sean Daniels Sean Dempster Shaquiea Leary

 Wisepay is an exciting new way of paying 
for school meals, trips and uniforms as well 
as a whole host of other things. 

All it takes is a few clicks of a button. It’s straightforward and easy 
to use. Just logon to the school website and follow the link 
provided. Payments can be made online at any time of the day 
using all major debit and credit cards in a safe and secure manner. 
All transactions are in real time and dinner money will be available 
to use on your cards straight away. If you haven’t received your 
login details please don’t hesitate to ask at Student Services and 
get online today.

 NLA staff helped to raise £140 for a new project 
to support Army Veterans in Liverpool. 

The Veterans project was set up by our very own Bob Blanchard, 
Community Development Manager at Breckfield North Everton 
Neighbourhood Council, which is supported by Liverpool Football Club. The 
first match was NLA staff against the Veterans with NLA running out 4-1 
winners with two goals from Mr Anakin and singles from Mr Pye and an own 
goal (although claimed by Mr Pye!).

The big game took place the following week with the support staff taking on 
the teaching staff in an entertaining and comical display. The support staff, 
managed by the two Mr Rigbys from IT, controlled the early exchanges 
before conceding the opening goal to Mr Fearon. They roared back with 
goals from Mr Baines and Mr Cullen. 

Expertly marshalled at the back by Mr Gibbs and Mr Westwater, the game 
looked there for the taking until Mr Murphy broke the offside trap to make it 
2-2. Mr Anakin’s free kick eluded everyone and nestled in the net to make it 
3-2 to the support staff. However, a ‘suspiciously offside’ Mr Spencer made 
it 3-3, which is how the game finished.

 The first ever Minefest event at NLA has attracted 
over 250 students. 

The 11-16 year olds came together in the Minecraft marketplace to take part in a 
variety of challenges in which they created Minecraft heads, animals, art 
creations and photo keyrings. They even had a go at a Minecraft penalty 
shootout, wearing the Minecraft heads. 

A Minecraft art attack was featured as well as Minecraft refreshments and an 
appearance by Studio School Stu, the robot. In the Minecraft masterclass, a 
panel of experts presented their examples of extreme Minecrafting.

The special guest who launched Minefest was Alex from IndieMG and the event 
was organised and run by the Studio students. The evening concluded with a 
Minecraft building competition in which the students were given an hour to create 
a castle. Prizes included PSVitas, MP3 players, iTune vouchers and many other 
fun gifts.

Pictured are 
students at 
Minefest.
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