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Going global
 North Liverpool Academy has just 
received International School Status in 
recognition of our substantial international 
curriculum activities and work with 
international partner schools. 

We aim to widen the horizons of our students through a broad sense of multiculturalism 
that is ingrained into every area of school life. This will prepare them for higher education 
and employment in an increasingly global economy, after they leave NLA. 

We are also hoping to offer the International Baccalaureate Diploma in Sixth Form from 
September, as a thoroughly international curriculum option. This is highly valued by 
universities and applications are still open for students who are interested in gaining this 
qualification.

Ofsted inspectors 
are very impressed
 North Liverpool Academy has been awarded Ofsted’s 
second highest grade and its Sixth Form has achieved the 
highest possible inspection result.

The recent inspection was a wonderful opportunity for staff and students to showcase the 
amazing things that are happening at NLA. Here are some of the findings from the report:

Leadership and management at all levels are outstanding.
The progress of students in the Sixth Form is outstanding.
Students’ behaviour is excellent….they feel valued and listened to.
Relationships between students and staff are excellent.
Teaching in the main school is good and it is outstanding in the Sixth Form.
Achievement is good because many students make rapid progress…

The report also states that NLA is “……an academy that is considered by its students as secure 
and safe, one where they say they can thrive in a positive and supportive atmosphere, without 
discrimination……It is powerfully enriched by an extensive range of experiences which support 
students’ personal development and their social, moral, spiritual and cultural development…”

A huge thank you to all staff, students and parents who worked hard to ensure that the 
Academy was seen at its best.

 Star of Waterloo Road and 
Celebrity Big Brother, Lucien 
Laviscount, took time out from 
his hectic schedule to visit 
NLA.
He was in school to promote his debut single 
‘Dance with You’ and was supported by 
Cameron, another up-and-coming solo artist. 
They did a number of performances so that the 
whole school would get to see them. The 

students were very excited to have such a 
big star in their school. 

Lucien got the students involved by inviting 
them up for a dancing competition. The 
overall winner was invited, with four friends, 
to spend a day with Lucien. The young star 
also took time to pose for photos and to give 
out signed prints and branded wristbands. 
Students and staff at NLA thoroughly 
enjoyed his visit.
See page 5 for my interview with Lucien.

By Ben LawlerFame academy

 Two local MPs have been 
welcomed to North Liverpool 
Academy by the students.

Louise Ellman is the Labour/Co-operative MP 
for Liverpool Riverside. She is Chair of the 
Commons Transport Select Committee and 
has recently spoken out against social 
injustice and plans to cut child benefits and 
tax credits. 

Our students certainly enjoyed discussing 
politics with the MP. Jamie Doran 
commented: “Louise seemed very happy to 
talk to us and hopefully she will return in the 
summer and join a student parliament 
meeting.” John Davies described Ms Ellman 
as ‘very inspirational’ whilst Rebecca 
Edwards maintained that she ‘learnt a lot from 
Louise’. 

Stephen Twigg

The Academy was also honoured to be 
visited by Stephen Twigg, MP for Liverpool 
West Derby. Stephen is the Shadow 
Secretary of State for Education and is an 
active Labour MP in his constituency. Sophie 

Freeman commented: “When we welcomed 
Mr Twigg I felt so proud to show him how 
good our school is. The meeting with him was 
comfortable and really interesting.”

Hanneen Awwad said: “The meeting was 
really laid back and chilled. Mr Twigg is a 
really passionate person who got along well 
with everyone. He showed a lot of interest in 
everything we spoke about.”

Dylan Bannon added: “I personally thought 
the meeting was phenomenal. Mr Twigg is a 

very nice man and it was a pleasure to have 
met him! We discussed the current financial 
state and issues that the country faces.”

NLA students
meet their MPs Stephen Twigg MP

Louise Ellman MP 
and students
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A group of Year 7 students have taken part in a Skills for Change 
course which ran over six weeks. They learned about Healthy 
Eating, First Aid and Teamwork. All the students qualified as 
young First Aiders through the St John’s Ambulance accredited 
course. They have also gained three points towards an ASDAN 
qualification. Congratulations to those who took part!

Learning 
life lessons

 Thank you to all who collected their lost property 
following an appeal in the last edition of The 
Academy Times.

However, we are still asking parents for their support. Please ensure that all 
your child’s belongings have their names in, to enable us to return them. 
Currently we have boxes of jumpers in Lost Property. All items are washed 
before they are stored. If your child needs a jumper, please ask them to see 
Mrs May at the Student Services desk. 

Items stored for a long time will be given to charity or used in our Pink and 
Powerful event as part of a ‘junk to funk’ display where recycled items are used 
as part of the fashion show. If your child has lost any item, please ask them to 
check at the student services desk and also to check any classrooms they have 
used, including PE. With your help we should be able to reduce the amount of 
unclaimed lost property even further!

HELP! We still 
want owners of 
lost property!

 Year 7 students have been exploring Liverpool’s 
history by visiting the Williamson Tunnels.

The tunnels, in Edge Hill, were built in the early 1800s by tobacco merchant 
Joseph Williamson. It is uncertain why they were constructed – perhaps it was 
to offer work to the unemployed. One theory is that they were built as a refuge 
from Armageddon as some religious groups were predicting the end of the 
world. 

The tour guides were so impressed by the NLA students that the following 
email was sent to the Academy:
To the Head of school and staff,
I had the pleasure to be on duty as one of the guides at the Williamson Tunnels 
Heritage Centre to welcome over 200 students from North Liverpool Academy 
for an organised tour of the labyrinth.
Children often come in for criticism but these students, who were all 
immaculately turned out in their smart uniforms, were without exception polite, 
attentive and well behaved. They were a great credit to themselves and their 
academy. Their parents and teachers should be so proud of them and may I, 
on behalf of all the volunteers who run the Heritage Centre, say a big thank you 
to them all for giving us a great day out as well.
Eric Cope  

Delving deep 
into the past

North Liverpool Academy students were given the opportunity 
to go skiing recently in the beautiful Italian Alps. They stayed 
in the resort of Pila which is near the Roman city of Aosta. 
Besides skiing, numerous other activities were available 
including ice skating, ski-doo riding and sledging. Despite the 
long coach journey, a good time was had by the group!

It’s all downhillDespite the long coach journey, a good 
time was had by the group!

 Sixth Form hairdressing students from 
NLA have attended a hairdressing show in 
Blackpool.

It was a fun-packed event which showcased what the 
hairdressing industry has to offer in the North West. The 
students attended a variety of hairdressing seminars which 
showed the new cuts and colours for this season and the new 
products and equipment that are on the market. They also 
witnessed some of the weird and wonderful styles that were 
created for a hairdressing competition which was held during 
the show.

Ms Seavor and Mrs O’Reilly took students Lesley-Jayne Jones, 
Colette Patton, Rachel Ardrey and Ashleigh-Rae Newland to 
this event and this is what the girls had to say: “Watching a 
hairdresser on stage creating gorgeous hair using a curly blow 
dry, motivated me to create it when I got back into the salon.” “I 
watched a razor cut, which was a new technique that I hadn’t 
seen before. I now want to learn it.” “The hair competition 
inspired me to create something whacky for Pink & Powerful.” 
The Hairdressing Department are hoping to make this an 
annual event for the Sixth Form students as it was so successful 
and inspirational.

Students at the cutting edge of fashion



An outstanding event

Year 8 
make 
their 
choices
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 North Liverpool Academy Sixth Form has 
opened its doors to the public and showcased 
why Ofsted rated us ‘Outstanding’ for the 
second time in a row.

On roller skates, you could grab a delicious ‘mocktail’ from the 
Business Studies Department, munch on some authentic paella 
freshly prepared by Modern Foreign Languages, before watching a 
range of talented local live music acts. 

You could then explore a Forensic crime scene, solve a murder 
mystery with Legal prowess, before hitting a very convincing 
earthquake disaster zone prepared by the Geography Department. 
That left enough time to watch an explosive Science show, meet 
Albert Einstein and make your mark on NLA’s very own lambanana. 
Just another day at NLA!

If you’re interested in studying at North Liverpool Academy Sixth 
Form, where fun meets academic success, then apply today. 
It’s a place for you, a place for everyone! 

Jess Wainwright 
talks chemicals

Aaron Taylor makes sure the acoustics are perfect

Nigel Chahwanda gets lyrical

 Students and their families 
have attended an Options 
Evening which showcased 
what each subject has to 
offer.

There was a presentation about their option 
choices and they had an opportunity to speak 
with teachers from all subjects. The event 
enabled students to gain advice on their 
futures and make informed choices. The 
various subject areas arranged fantastic 
displays and organised fun activities to show 
what they had to offer. The evening was very 
well attended and it was a great success.

Celebrating success
 North Liverpool Academy prides 
itself on celebrating student success; 
never more so than hosting an Awards 
Evening to celebrate the success of our 
graduates. Last year’s Year 11 and Year 
13 students were invited to attend an 
evening of entertainment and 
prize-giving to celebrate their 
achievements. Current Year 11 
students were also congratulated on 
their accomplishments to date. Well 
done to everyone who received an 
Academy Award!

Well done to 
everyone who 
received an 
Academy 
Award!
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Inspired by Cambridge Raising aspirations
 Four other students and 
myself went on a weekend trip 
to Cambridge with Miss 
Conboy and Mr Simpson. It 
was eye-opening and it 
allowed us to see how tough 
but how rewarding, getting into 
the university would be. We 
had a tour around Magdalene 
College and met some tutors. 
They said a typical offer would 
be A*AA and we recognised 
the amount of work needed to 
gain a place.  

We were astounded by the grandeur of Cambridge. The sheer size of the 
buildings in such a small city is incredible. My favourite university 
colleges were Sidney Sussex with its understated, relaxed atmosphere, 
and Pembroke with its grand, Harry Potter styled buildings. 

We spent Saturday at a science fair attending expert presentations on 
Cancer, Gambling, Dark Matter and Glaciers. The talk on Dark Matter 
really inspired me to work harder as it showed how little we know about 
our universe. Our trip was fantastic and thank you to Miss Conboy and 
Mr Simpson. Hopefully, we’ll be going back there in a couple of years - 
as university students!

 A group of NLA Sixth Formers 
attended a Raising Aspirations day 
at Goodison Park. Accompanied 
by Miss Conboy and Mr Cullen, we 
met staff and students from 
Magdalene College, Cambridge. 
Other schools were taking part and 
there were talks by the Cambridge 
students on university life as well 
as sample lectures. The students 
spoke about their 
beautiful city and 
college, what subjects 
they study and how 
they are taught.

A tour of Everton’s football ground 
was next on the agenda. We sat in 
some executive seats and visited 
the conference and the changing 
rooms. We also walked out of the 
tunnel to the sound of the club’s Z 
Cars anthem which got the 
Everton fans excited!

After lunch, the first sample lecture was Alcohol Through 
History, followed by a lecture on Anatomy. We 
thoroughly enjoyed these lectures and it made us think 
how our chosen subjects would be taught at Magdalene 
College. The taster day has inspired us to consider 
applying and working hard to achieve a place at 
Cambridge University.
Pictured with NLA students is Brendan Burchell, 
Fellow in Psychology at Magdalene College.

By Becky Shannon

We thoroughly enjoyed these lectures

University challenges

Girl power on display

By Jamie Doran

 A group of NLA’s most aspirational female Sixth Formers 
were invited to a Ladies’ Business Forum with special 
guest, Cherie Blair. 

The event, at Hill Dickinson, brought together women from all over the region to discuss 
how they could succeed in today’s business world. Cherie, who grew up in Waterloo, 
firmly believes that women can achieve great things and supports strong female role 
models. She quoted her friend, Hillary Clinton, who said: “Failure to remove the barriers 
placed in front of women is the last greatest impediment to universal progress.” 

In addition to speaking of her own career and about female business success, Cherie 
described her work with the Africa Justice Foundation, which she co-founded. The trust 
aims to establish a greater legal foundation in African countries, which will in turn 
encourage business growth and prosperity. 

Ruth Lawrence, Partner and Head of Insurance at Hill Dickinson, said: “Meeting Cherie 
was an absolute pleasure and her words were inspirational to those of us already in 
business, and more importantly to our guests, especially the students from North 
Liverpool Academy who were able to join us.” 

Cherie took the time to chat with each of our students, asking them about their interests, 
plans and aspirations and imparting wisdom for success. It has to be said, however, that 
the NLA ladies were equally as taken with Euan Blair, Cherie’s son, who also took the 
time to converse with the students.

Pictured at the event are: Jess Wainwright, Becky Shannon, Ruby Fairclough, 
Jennifer Walters, Rebecca Curran and Leah Higginson with Miss Conboy, Miss 
Jones and Cherie Blair.

Making music 
with the Phil

 Key Stage 3 and GCSE Music students have been working 
on a composition with the Liverpool Philharmonic. 

They have been working alongside composer Ian Stephens, whose music has been 
performed by the orchestra, and singer/songwriter Ian Prowse from the band Amsterdam. 
They were also joined by the very talented fiddle player, Meabh O'Hare, and bodhran player, 
Gino Lupari, who had flown over from Ireland especially to work with the students. 

The music sessions focused on migration and journey and the students included their own 
family history and heritage in creating pieces of music. Each performance was unique and the 
students showed various interpretations of the compositions: playing guitar, singing ballards, 
rapping and playing drums. 

Ellie Odger’s piece brought many of the audience to 
tears while laughter was provided by the superbly 
named band Barrie and the Jays. The performers 
wowed the audience with their compositions and the 
visiting musicians were thoroughly impressed by our 
students’ professionalism and creativity.
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Fun and games 
with digital exhibits

‘I have always depended on the kindness of strangers...’

Enhancing experiences

 NLA Sixth Formers have enjoyed an evening at the theatre 
to see the Tennessee Williams play, A Streetcar Named 
Desire. 

Students had learned about the critically acclaimed piece of drama during their form time 
LIFE programme, which aims to enhance students’ cultural experience. Excited by the 
complex relationships between the dynamic characters of Stella, Blanche and Stanley, the 
students were able to experience the performance live and raw at the Liverpool Playhouse. 
They escaped to downtown New Orleans to feel the heat of the jazz era and explore the 
intricacies of human nature. 

Jamie Doran commented on the adaptation of the Pulitzer Prize winning original: “I really 
enjoyed the play, it was something different and helps me to become more cultured.” 
Rebecca Shannon added: “A Streetcar Named Desire was a fantastic play that I really 
enjoyed.”

Student star

A Year 7 student could be heading for a career in acting. After several auditions, Cristiano 
Fonseca impressed casting agents and won a part in a short film based on the story of 
Liverpool. His excellent performance displayed so much charisma and professionalism that 
the agents are eager to work with him again. Several other students gained additional roles 
in the film, which will be finishing production shortly. Well done to Cristiano and all those 
involved; we can’t wait to see the film!

 NLA Sixth Formers have enjoyed an evening at the theatre 
to see the Tennessee Williams play, A Streetcar Named 
Desire. 

Students had learned about the critically acclaimed piece of drama during their form time 
LIFE programme, which aims to enhance students’ cultural experience. Excited by the 
complex relationships between the dynamic characters of Stella, Blanche and Stanley, the 
students were able to experience the performance live and raw at the Liverpool Playhouse. 
They escaped to downtown New Orleans to feel the heat of the jazz era and explore the 
intricacies of human nature. 

Jamie Doran commented on the adaptation of the Pulitzer Prize winning original: “I really 
enjoyed the play, it was something different and helps me to become more cultured.” 
Rebecca Shannon added: “A Streetcar Named Desire was a fantastic play that I really 
enjoyed.”

 Academy Times reporter, Ben Lawler, 
interviews Lucien Laviscount 

Why did you want a singing and acting career?
I started off when I was really young. I was 10 years old and, 

out the blue, I got asked to do a job for Marks and Spencers 

with David Beckham. I did something funny on set one day and 

he said: “Lucien you should be an actor!” So I went home and 

said: “Mum I want to be an actor.” Singing is something I’ve 

always wanted to do.

Did you join an acting school when you were younger?

I was about 12-13 years old and I joined a drama group. It 

was about an hour away from my house so my mum had to 

take me every night. I carried on from there.

What was the most exciting holiday you ever had?

My dad’s from Antigua and when I was 14 years old, all 

the family went back. I’ll never forget the holiday as it was 

the first time I’ve been on a jet ski. It was amazing.

Did you enjoy being a housemate on Big Brother and did 

you make any permanent friends?
Yeah I did enjoy it, it was fun. I didn’t make permanent friends - 

it’s like going to school, you just grow apart.

Did you enjoy your visit to North Liverpool Academy?

I absolutely loved it. I usually do one performance in every 

school and I did 3 here today and it just seemed to get better 

and better. The students are wicked and the teachers are 

wicked. The school is amazing and you guys make it so.

“I absolutely loved it. 
I usually do one 

performance in every 
school and I did 3 

here today and it just 
seemed to get better 

and better.”

 Gamers from across Liverpool have enjoyed 
an innovative and exciting day at North 
Liverpool Academy.

The event enabled gaming and media experts to showcase their 
industries to students aged 12-19. The many workshops included App 
design, 3D gaming and information on the businesses behind computer 
gaming. 

Visitors were treated to a 3D presentation by 3 Hub, which amazed the 
audience. There was a robot from Robohub that copied your actions 
and spoke to you! Other companies present included: Sony, White 
Space Productions and Flash Bang Science. The whole day was a 
massive success and students also learned about what the Studio 
School has to offer.

The Studio

The Studio School will be opening in the grounds of North Liverpool 
Academy in September and it will focus on gaming and digital media. It 
will provide 14-19 year olds with the opportunity to develop skills and 
qualifications that will help them pursue a career in the gaming or 
digital futures sector. The curriculum will focus on STREAM subjects - 
Science, Technology, Arts and Maths with project based learning 
themed around gaming and digital technologies.

Gaming and Digital businesses in the 
Liverpool City Region employ 1,600 
people and generate £300 million 
annually. There is a strong community 
of games, apps, social media and 
interactive TV developers who are 
looking to employ dynamic young 
people to support this growing 
industry. The Studio School will help 
young people to develop the right 
skills, experiences and academic 
qualifications to become digital 
business leaders of the future.

Visitors were 
treated to a 3D 
presentation 

by 3 Hub, 
which amazed 
the audience.

There is a strong community of 
games, apps, social media and 
interactive TV developers who 
are looking to employ dynamic 
young people to support this 

growing industry.

Fame academy continued from page 1
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 Years 7 and 8 students 
became roving reporters 
during a visit to Chester 
Zoo. 

The RAP trip took place during the last 
week of term and, in keeping with their 
scheme of work, they became 
journalists for the day. They 
researched the animals, found out 
about endangered species and 
interviewed zoo staff. The young 
reporters even discovered animals that 
they had never heard of before. They 
were impressed with everything that 
the zoo had to offer – especially the 
penguins, snakes, the bat house and 
lions. All the information gathered was 
then put into their very own news 
report. The students represented the 
Academy very well on the trip and 
thoroughly enjoyed their day spent as 
reporters.

 As part of their Enrichment 
programme, Year 7 students have 
devoted a whole day to learning 
about the culture, language and 
country of India. 

The event made students think about their lives in a 
global context and appreciate how different people 
live. Caitlin Crickson said: “I enjoyed every activity of 
the day. The Indian dancer was really good and very 
talented.” Kyle Mason added: “The Indian butter 
chicken was nice and really tasty. It was that tasty 
that everyone wanted seconds!” Melissa Turtle was 
also very impressed with the activities: “We got to do 
Indian dancing, taste Indian food and design henna 
tattoos. We also learnt about how people live in 
India. It was a really fun day.” 

Tying ourselves in knots!

Reporting from the zoo

NLA gets 
a taste 
of India

 North Liverpool Academy provides a varied and 
exciting Enrichment programme for its students. 

Enrichment runs from 3-4pm from Monday to Thursday. It gives students the 
opportunity to expand their talents in a certain area, or try something 
completely different. The programme covers a wide range of activities, from 
trampolining, drama club, break dancing, creative writing, app design, to our 
very own Academy Times journalism activity. Academy Times reporters, 
Lauren Gannon, Ben Lawler and Jemi Lee, spoke to students during the 
sessions to find out why they had chosen their particular Enrichments. 

Entertaining and enriching 
activities on offer at NLA

By Jamie Doran

 Four other students and myself, 
along with Mr Stevens and Miss 
Kennedy, have been to the Canary 
Islands to sail on a yacht.

‘The Alva’ is a Stockholm registered training vessel 
which takes Swedish students on adventures to 
learn about the sea, sailing and environmental 
sciences. Students from other countries can join the 
crew for short voyages when it docks in various 
ports.

We sailed around different islands such as La 
Gomera and La Palma on the boat and took part in 
day-to-day activities to keep it running shipshape. 
Real friendships were formed with the students and 
we were astounded by their ability to speak fluent 
English; they involved us in all their conversations 
and taught us some Swedish! 

The week was the funniest of my life by far. I was 
apprehensive about going as I hardly knew some of 
my fellow students. I am glad that I went as I have 
formed bonds with the other NLA students. While on 
board we learned how to tie knots as well as identify 
the port and starboard sides and we even got to 
steer the ship! 

Our late night watches were hard going – up at 7am 
and not going till bed until 2am the following 
morning. This lasted a week but we had a lot of fun 
and it allowed us to mix with the Swedish students 
and learn more about them. Nicole and myself have 

scars from falling over and we shall use them to 
remember this trip forever. It was an honour to 
spend a week with all the other students and, 
hopefully, we will meet them again one day!

Unity 3D Game Design
“It is ideal for young kids as it challenges 
them.” Alan Roberts 
“It helps me to understand how games 
and scripts work.” Joshua Muldoon

Scratch 2D 
Game Design 
“I chose this because it’s 
fun and educational.”  
Matthew Leslie 

Trampolining
“I’ve done it since I was eight 
and I want to get better so I 
signed up. It’s very entertaining 
and good exercise.”

Pool Club
“I’ve got my own 
pool table and 
it’s something I 
like to do. I don’t 
class it as my 
last lesson of 
the day.” 
Ben Cassidy 

Drama Club 
 “I’ve always wanted to be an actor 
and I knew this would help me so I 
thought - go for it!” 

Break Dancing 
“It’s boss, I want to be a 
break dancer and I love 
learning new moves!”
Tomas Whittingham

The young reporters even discovered 
animals that they had never heard of before.

Pictured are Ryan Hardy, Lauren Bresnahan, Nicole Usher, Tom 
Allen and Jamie Doran with Mr Stevens and Miss Kennedy.



Smart money 
is on the 
technos!

Enterprising students 
meet business leaders

Colomendy capers

 Well done to the team of 
Year 10 Engineers who 
came first in the recent 
Rotary Club sponsored 
Technology Tournament. 

They competed with other Liverpool and 
Sefton schools to come up with a 
prototype ‘Coin Sorter’ as part of a 
Design and Technology challenge. This 
is the second time in three years the 
North Liverpool Academy has won the 
Level 2 (KS4) tournament. 

Individual prizes were awarded to the 
winning team with an additional £500 
prize presented to the Technology 
Department. This is to be used for a 
future technology based trip to inspire 
future technologists and engineers. 

The annual prize is generously donated 
by the family of Anthony Crone who was 
a Liverpool based engineer and 
subsequently a technology teacher at 
New Heys School until his retirement in 
1987. The AJT Crone Trophy is retained 
for the academic year and is on display 
in the Technology Department. 
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By a NLA Geography student

 Fun was on the agenda as NLA geographers 
visited North Wales for the weekend.

They carried out investigations in the River Alyn and challenged 
themselves to some high-wire, tree-top activities. The students got 
stuck into some hard work, but there was also plenty of time for caving, 
abseiling and other risky challenges. Here’s a diary of some of the 
things they got up to......

Friday
After a busy day at school, we set off to the valleys and mountains. We 
travelled by bus, enjoying the last few moments we were going to have 
a phone signal. The journey took just an hour and ended as we 
entered the lush Colomendy grounds. We saw the green valleys and 
got our first glimpse of the River Alyn, which we would get to know very 
well over the coming days. 

Saturday
We got up bright and early, ate breakfast, collected our lunch and set 
off for the river. It was a busy day, collecting data and using tools we 
had never seen before, like ranging poles and flow meters. With water 
in our wellingtons and all the hard work completed, we enjoyed some 
playtime in the river. A certain crazed young man was wet from head to 
toe!

We enjoyed burgers for tea and began putting all our data into the 
computer. For a break, we took part in caving, where we crawled 
through tight gaps in a man-made cave. Afterwards, we worked 
through the evening so we could finish our work and enjoy the last day.

Sunday
We rose from our beds feeling tired from yesterday’s work. Muddy 
clothes were thrown into bags and we had to sit on them to get the zips 
fastened! We enjoyed our last hours in Colomendy by abseiling and 
completing the ‘high all aboard’ high wire activities. We had lunch and 
set off home to our loved ones!

 Hello Mr Branson! NLA 
students have attended the 
first day of the Global 
Entrepreneurship Congress. 

The Academy’s Farmers Market team, which 
had taken part in the Great Enterprise 
Challenge schools’ competition, joined hoards 
of eager and successful business people from 
over 100 countries. They were gathered at the 
BT Convention Centre to discuss the future of 
‘global entrepreneurship’. 

Jonathan Ortmans from the Kaufman 
Foundation said one of the key aims of the 
Congress was to convince young people 
across the city that they can become 
entrepreneurs. He commented: “We can light 
the candles of entrepreneurship for the young 
generation and create something new here.”

The students were treated to a talk from 
Richard Branson, who spoke about his own 
experience in enterprise and business. They 
then watched the final prize-giving at which 
Parklands took the title for the Great Enterprise 
Challenge. 

Even though they didn’t take home the title, the 
future looks bright for the NLA team. There are 
now plans to introduce their business to the 
community. The Congress was fantastic and 
inspirational for the students, giving them many 
ideas for the future.

Liam has designs 
on the future

 Year 13 student, Liam Hing, has won the Sixth Form 
Product Design Competition. 

During the Easter term, Years 12 and 13 students were engaged in a CAD (Computer 
Aided Design) unit and they were set a brief to develop concept ideas for the next 
generation of iPhones. They were treated to a guest lecture by Martin Gee, Lecturer of 
Product Design at Liverpool John Moores University, who kindly agreed to judge the 
final designs.

All the students were complimented on their efforts and Mr Gee remarked on the high 
standard of designs in the group. After carefully considering each of the entries, Liam’s 
design was chosen as the winner. As a 
reward for his endeavours, he will have 
his design printed out using the 
Academy's dimension machine to convert 
it from a virtual 3D model into a real 3D 
plastic model.

Congratulations to all students involved in 
the competition for really getting into the 
spirit of things and for developing some 
very impressive design work! Liam is the winning product designer

A certain crazed young man was wet from 
head to toe!
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Meeting 
and greeting
 NLA students are 
representing Liverpool FC as 
part of the Youth Ambassador 
scheme.

Young people aged 16-19 in the north of the 
city have been given the opportunity to act as 
representatives for the club on match days. 
They greet visiting supporters who are 
heading for Anfield and they provide travel 
information and advice. The Youth 
Ambassadors are kitted out in full Liverpool 
training wear and they are usually the first 
people that travelling fans see, when they 
step off their trains at Lime Street Station.

The scheme has given successful candidates 
important life skills including confidence and 
experience. This will benefit the students 
when they go into further education or start to 
look for employment. Kia Leary said of the 
selection process: “I had to go through 

interviews, training and assessments. 
It is a great experience for me and I 
feel proud to be a part if this 
project.” 

John Anderson, Community 
Liaison Manager for Liverpool 
Football Club, has praised the 
five determined students from 
NLA who have been involved in the 
scheme: “Their attitude and 
enthusiasm is first class; all the LFC staff 
have nothing but praise for their 
contribution to the project. They are a credit 
to North Liverpool Academy.” 

The Youth Ambassador scheme has 
featured in the Liverpool Echo, LFC TV and 
on Match of the Day. Congratulations to the 
NLA students who have thrown themselves 
into their role as Youth Ambassadors: Nigel 
Chahwanda, Wesley Chikeya, Charlotte 
Bedford, Shaquiea Leary and Rumbi Kufa.

LFC Ambassadors

 Current and potential new students from the local 
community have taken part in a range of exciting 
activities at NLA.

The fun-packed camp, during February half-term, ran over the Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday of the holiday and was open to NLA students and children from local 
primary schools. Those who attended were able to utilise the IT facilities and take part 
in sports, including football and kwik cricket. They also had the opportunity to learn 
new skills in the kitchen!

The camps are ideal for primary children and they enable Year 6 pupils to see NLA 
before they start in September. There may be other camps taking place at NLA so 
look out for information from the Academy. Over the summer there will be activities 
taking place at least once a week for potential Sixth Formers. The range of activities 
will include looking at universities and day trips to places of interest in the region.

Coaching camp

Another half-term activity taking place at NLA was the LFC International Coaching 
Academy. Thirteen students were lucky enough to be selected to take part in the 
football camp run by Liverpool Football Club.

The camp was a reward for the NLA students’ excellent attainment, attendance and 
behaviour. Not only did they gain new skills from LFC coaches, they were also lucky 
enough to spend a day at Anfield and meet a current first team player, Fabio Aurelio.

Adam Flynn from LFC was quick to praise the attitude and commitment of the 
participants and is hopeful we will be able to work together in the future to offer this 
fantastic opportunity to other NLA students.

Half-term events
at the Academy

We are the champions
NLA students at the LFC coaching camp

Eco-friendly lifestyles
are pledged by students
 NLA students have taken part in activities that 
highlighted the economic growth sectors in Liverpool.

These include Life Sciences, Gaming and Digital, SuperPort and Low Carbon. As part of 
the Low Carbon economy, students learnt about solar panels, wind farms and the jobs 
associated with these technologies. In addition, they took part in a session where they 
made their own commitments to reducing their own carbon footprints.

In all, over 500 students pledged to have shorter showers, turn off their TV standby and 
increase how much they recycle. It was a fantastic afternoon and we look forward to 
seeing their pledges in action with the new recycling bins that are around the school! 
The new solar panels at NLA are also helping towards our Gold Eco-Schools Award.

It was a fantastic afternoon 
and we look forward to seeing 

their pledges in action.

 The NLA girls’ football team are the LFC 
Premier League Champions.

They have a lot to feel proud about after beating Childwall, Alsop and 
then St Julie’s in the final. This impressive win has led to big things; the 
team now have the honour of representing Liverpool Football Club at 
The Emirates Stadium. They will be entering into the finals against other 
schools who have won their local Premier League Tournaments. The 
girls experienced the same success last year where they also reached 
the finals.

Team member, Hannah, said: “Our team has done the whole school 
proud and I am very honoured to be part of the team.” Callie added: “I 
have great teammates and hopefully we will do well at The Emirates. 
The team’s positive attitude makes me believe more that we can win at 
Arsenal’s stadium in London.”
Good Luck girls, North Liverpool Academy is very proud of you!

Crowned champs

Congratulations also to the Years 7 and 8 teams for their outstanding 
achievement in the Liverpool Schools Development League. For the 
second year on the run, both teams have been crowned champions!

LFC Premier League Champions

Years 7 and 8 champs

“The team’s 
positive attitude 

makes me 
believe more 

that we can win 
at Arsenal’s 
stadium in 
London.”
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