
North Liverpool Academy Trust is 
delighted to announce that they 
have been given approval to open 
a Studio School in September. The 
Academy has also been given 
approval to open its own Life 
Sciences University Technical 
College (UTC).
Please see page 6 for more details. 
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p3

North Liverpool Academy, Heyworth Street, Liverpool L5 0SQ                           
www.northliverpoolacademy.co.uk
Principal: Kay Askew

THE

ACADEMY TIMES
N O R T H  L I V E R P O O L  A C A D E M Y

Edition Twenty   2012

Luke is elected 
Perfect panto

p6

Luke is elected 
Busy bees at college

p8

Girls’ glorious goals 

 We are very proud of Year 9 
student, Luke Hargreaves, who 
has been elected Young Lord 
Mayor.

Luke is one of only eleven students, chosen 
from all Liverpool schools, to be Young Lord 
Mayor for this year. His new, prestigious role 
brings with it great responsibility. Over the 
coming months Luke will have a very full 
diary; he will be representing North Liverpool 
Academy when attending local council 
meetings, Liverpool’s School Parliament and 
other council functions. 

Another aspect of being Young Lord Mayor is the 
honour of wearing the Young Lord Mayor’s chains 
whilst conducting his duties. Well done Luke and 
good luck over the year!

Come and join us!

 New reporters have joined our team but any student 
can still be involved in writing for The Academy Times.

Come along to our meetings and you could have your articles read by thousands of 
people, both in the newspaper and online. New reporters don’t have to be a regular 
member of the team - just submit your news stories when you want to contribute.

Don’t forget, every time you feature in The Academy Times, your form tutor records 
this success in your personal file. If any Sixth Formers are looking for a career in 
journalism then working for your school newspaper is a must!
Please see Ms Conboy or Ms Barker for full details. 

Ready, Steady, Read! Haneen’s 
VIP event

 NLA students are burying themselves in books 
following a big push to get them reading more. 

Students in Years 7-8 have been divided into small groups and assigned 
a Learning Support Assistant. They are set fixed reading times 
throughout the week which means they can get over 4 hours more 
reading time, on top of their RAP (English) lessons. 

Parents came on board with the scheme after a successful coffee 
morning in November. Home reading has also been encouraged and, at 
a recent review day, parental feedback was very positive. Students 
participate in the intense reading programme for four weeks and, if they 
pass a final test, they are rewarded and steered onto a more 
independent reading programme. 

 NLA student, Haneen 
Awwad, has addressed 
over 300 people at an 
event held at the 
Academy.
The audience, from the local area and 
wider afield, were attending a 
thought-provoking evening hosted by 
Liverpool University’s Policy 
Provocations. These are a series of 
discussions which bring together leading 
figures with international, national and 
civic perspectives, in order to tackle big 
policy issues. 

Entitled Inequality: the enemy between 
us? the event was developed in 
partnership with NLA and Professor 
Peter Kinderman, Head of the 
University’s Institute of Psychology, 
Health and Society. The evening 
centred on a talk given by Professor 
Richard Wilkinson, co-founder of the 
Equality Trust, which presented 
compelling evidence that more equal 
societies do better. 

The keynote speech was followed by a 
Question and Answer session at which 
Haneen spoke very eloquently and 
forcefully about the role North Liverpool 
Academy has played in her life. The 
audience were also treated to a fantastic 
musical performance from local group 
‘In Harmony’ which includes several 
NLA students. 
Pictured is the audience and Haneen 
with her family.

Happy New Year to all our readers

FREE COURSE
Please come along and join

BASIC ENGLISH
and IT

On Mondays
6.00pm to 8.30pm

Other courses are available. Please 
phone for details.
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A warm welcome

Getting to know you!

HELP! We want owners 
of lost property!

NLA’s Open Evening
The evening was a huge success and gave potential students and 
parents the opportunity to look around the Academy at the wonderful 
facilities available. Visitors were able to explore the whole school and 
were treated to a science demonstration, art exhibitions and they could 
also watch students working in the film studio. Everyone was extremely 
impressed with what the Academy and its staff had to offer. 

If you missed out on the Open Evening and would like a look around the 
Academy, please contact reception and they will arrange a time for you.

Sixth Form Open Evening 
The event showcased the talents of North Liverpool Academy’s Sixth 
Formers to prospective students and the local community. From dance 
performances to crime scene investigations, from film editing to 
jamming sessions, our Sixth Formers really showed off the variety of 
things they could do. 

Visitors were introduced to the wide range of educational opportunities 
that NLA has to offer at Level 3. These include vocational placements, 
applied learning, and traditional academic subjects. Led by student 
volunteers, visitors were given tasters of over 35 courses on offer, 
showing that the Academy’s Sixth Form really is ‘a place for everyone’.

An interesting addition this year was a stall with information on the 
International Baccalaureate, a prestigious education programme that 
the Academy hopes to run from September. The ‘IB’ Diploma is a 
well-rounded education programme for 16-19 year olds, a complete 
alternative to A Levels. Students study six subjects, including English, 
Maths and a foreign language, in addition to completing community 
work. The programme will add to the vast range of educational 
opportunities available at NLA.

Our next Sixth Form Open Evening is on Thursday 23rd February. 
Come along and have a look at what we’ve got to offer!

 Lost property is becoming an increasingly big problem and we are 
asking parents for their support. Please ensure that all your child’s 
belongings have their names in, to enable us to return them.   

Currently we have four boxes of jumpers alone in Lost Property!  All items are washed before they are stored. If 
your child needs a jumper, please ask them to see Mrs May at the student services desk. Items stored for a long 
time will be given to charity or used in next year’s Pink and Powerful event as part of a  ‘junk to funk’  display where 
recycled items are used as part of the fashion event.

If your child has lost any item, please ask them to check at the student services desk and also to check any 
classrooms they have used, including PE. With your help we should be able to reduce the amount of unclaimed lost 
property.

Every minute 
counts…..

 The first day of high school can be a 
daunting prospect for most Year 7s, but 
not at North Liverpool Academy. 

Their first day involved a trip away! The 250 students and 30 staff 
set out on a journey to Shropshire. However, due to unforeseen 
circumstances we could not stay at the adventure centre. It had 
experienced an outbreak of a virus overnight. So, off to Lincoln we 
travelled to an alternative centre. The Year 7s were amazing and 

spirits remained high on the long journey. It was definitely a first day 
to remember. 

Throughout the residential at Caythorpe Court, the Year 7s took part 
in a variety of activities. The Centre is close to Sherwood Forest and 
set in 65 acres of grounds, with classrooms, a sports hall, playing 
fields and a man-made lake. The NLA students enjoyed climbing, 
rifling, archery and raft building. The evening disco was also a huge 
hit. Most importantly, they got to know each other as well as all the 
staff and many new friendships were formed. 

 Being late 
and playing 
truant from 
school reduces 
a student’s 
chances of 
success.  

A group of NLA students 
visited the Justice Centre 
in Liverpool to see for 
themselves the effects of 
truancy. During the visit 
they looked around the 
main court room and the 
cells and learnt about 
truancy, its impact on 
crime and how criminal 
records impact on the 
rest of your life. 

The students were also 
told about life in prison 
and watched a DVD of 
Rhys Jones and Anthony 
Walker, victims of gang, 
gun and knife crime. 

The visit was very 
worthwhile and an 
enlightening experience 
for the group. It is hoped 
that the students will 
pass on the experience 
to their peers.
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Perfect panto

Real reindeers 
rush to Academy

 NLA’s Performing Arts team delighted students, 
staff and the community with their performance of 
Cinderella. 
The performances, during the last week of 
term, left audiences thoroughly entertained 
and impressed by the professional show. 
Audience participation was encouraged, 
making the pantomime the perfect start to 
getting students excited about the 
forthcoming festivities. The cast, consisting 
of all Year groups, let their passion shine 
through the performances. Congratulations 
to all those involved, you did North Liverpool 
Academy proud!

Getting in the festive spirit

Bringing Christmas cheer

Christmas tale
Almost two hundred Year 8s travelled to Liverpool’s Empire Theatre to watch a performance of 
‘Scrooge’ starring Tommy Steele. They were very excited to be at the theatre and were amazed 
by the stunning interior. Up in the stalls the students had a great view of the stage and the 
performance. In a packed theatre the students and staff were entertained and put in the Christmas 
spirit by the traditional tale. They really enjoyed the humour, songs and festive cheer that the 
show had to offer and represented North Liverpool Academy very well.

Christmas poem
Christmas is a very merry time of the year,
Come on, I want to hear you cheer.

And Santa’s sleigh bells ring a ding ding, 
And I go into a sing a sing sing.

The glistening snow falls on the frosty ground,
What I’ve been waiting for all year round.

Seeing the presents under the tree,
I am buzzing like a busy bee.

The Christmas pudding tastes so great,
I treat it like my own mate.

By Michael Grimes, Year 7

 Santa has visited NLA, 
arriving with his reindeers in 
a flurry of snow.
It was all part of the Christmas celebrations in 
the last two days of term. Students were able 
to earn points in the House competition which 
pitied McGough, Russell, Patten and 
Redmond against each other. Activities 
included a fancy dress Panto Parade 
challenge and a reindeer hunt throughout the 
school grounds. 

It was a chance to get those last few gifts at 
the Christmas stalls and see the reindeers - a 
particular highlight of the day. There was a 
carol concert, with the extremely talented NLA 
choir getting everyone in the swing of 
Christmas. Each House also performed 
Nativity plays which were judged for an 
overall winner. It was a great end to the term 
and got the students and staff really excited 
for Christmas.

 Talented and thoughtful Sixth Formers from NLA 
volunteered to help at a Christmas party for residents of the 
Breckfield area. 

They gave up their spare time to 
help out at the All Saints event by 
chatting with residents, tidying up 
and even having a game of bingo! 
Bob Blanchard from BNENC spoke 
on behalf of the residents and the 
organisations involved. He thanked 
the students for giving up their time: 
“It is really good to see our Academy 
students volunteering in their local 
community and interacting with older 
generations.” Well done to Becky 
Shannon, Charlotte Bedford, Jamie 
Doran and Johnny Lu. 

Pictured are the students with the 
Lord Mayor.



 A member of NLA’s staff has been 
praised for her valiant efforts to help a 
young girl who had been mugged. 

Miss Meighen was driving home one afternoon when she saw 
a boy on a bike snatch a phone from a young girl and ride off. 
She drove after the boy but lost track of him. Miss Meighen 
returned to comfort the girl and escorted her around the local 
area to try and find the thief and recover the phone. 

Unfortunately, they were unable to find him so Miss Meighen 
took the child to the police station and reported the incident 
with her. She then contacted the girl’s mother and waited with 
her at the police station. 

Miss Meighen said modestly: “It’s nothing anyone else 
wouldn’t have done in the same situation.” However, we think 
she was tremendously brave and quick thinking. The girl’s 
mother has been in touch with the school to ask that Miss 
Meighen is praised for her actions. 
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Band lights up 
the Academy

Thanks for reaching out

Fundraising fun in silly socks

Walk turns into race!

Academy 
hero is 
praised

Preserving our planet

 Years 7 and 8 have been entertained at the 
Academy by up-and-coming new band Luminite.

The band comprises of three men and two women, all in their early twenties. 
They are set for big things this year, with their original and dynamic concept. 
Luminite, who met when busking in London, performed and signed autographs 
to the delight of the students. Singing some cover versions as well as 
introducing their own material, the students thoroughly enjoyed watching them. 

Olivia McDowell said: “I reckon they are going to become famous, especially 
the beat-boxer.”  We can expect to be seeing a lot of Luminite in the future and 
we are proud to say that NLA students were the first to recognise the talent 
that the band had to offer.

By Dale Booton, Becky Shannon, Jess Wainwright and 
Steph Gibson 

 Reach Out in Kensington (ROK) is 
a church organisation which 
provides a fun activity club for 
children in the area. 

However, some of the children come from 
disadvantaged family backgrounds and, with ROK’s 
help, we have been making their lives better. We 
organised a ‘Food Drive’ and appealed to NLA students 
and their families. Over 100 items of food, books and 
magazines were collected and packed for the 
unfortunate families. They were given as food hampers 
for Christmas as not everyone gets a festive meal.

We would like to congratulate McGough on winning the 
Food Drive. They did amazingly and we would like to 
thank them for their work as well as everyone who 
participated and brought in food and books.

By Dave Gibson, Year 9 

 For Children in Need I 
decorated fairy cakes with 
vanilla and chocolate icing 
and Smarties, matching the 
charity’s colours of red, 
yellow, blue and green. 

We sold them at break time at a cost of 50p for 
one cake or £1 for three cakes. They were 
lovely! On the Friday, it was ‘Wear your Own 
Silly Socks and Tights’, which lots of people 

did, again for a cost of 50p. Mr Fry’s socks were 
the best! 

We successfully raised £200 with our cakes, 
socks and generous donations. Special thanks 
must go to Miss Hobson for the great idea of 
making buckets for collecting extra money for 
Children in Need. 

Our fundraising team consisted of: Keith Hudson, 
Charlie Garnett, Ivan Rodick, Olivia Schruyers, 
Lilly Anderson, Ciaran Harris, Olivia Taylor, 
Wioletta Zygmunt, Hanusha Shanthakumar, Kate 
Price, Jenna Brown, Haneen Awwad, Toni Draper 
and Nathan Critchlow. 

 Sixth Form students launched themselves into fundraising for 
the ‘Walk for Life’ organised by the Friends of Everton Park. 

They collected sponsorship money and canvassed others into doing the walk, one brisk Friday 
afternoon. All the money raised went towards the Lily Centre, a specialist breast cancer support group 
in Vauxhall. On arrival, they were met with a very warm welcome from the Friends group and other 
members of the community who had turned up to support the charity. 

Students and teachers were raring to go and after some park yoga as a warm-up, they set off, opting for 
the longer route. It was not long before the students had overtaken the teachers and were racing into 
the lead. Everyone walked or ran, taking in the magnificent views from Everton Park. Looking out across 
the city, they realised how lucky they were to live in such a beautiful place with such great people. 

Teachers caught up with the students at the end of the course and all were presented with certificates 
and goodie bags. There was a great community spirit about the day and some good laughs were had 
by all. The Sixth Formers raised £107.50 for breast cancer support in our area. Special mention must 
go to Stephen Duggan, Steven Georgeson and Katie Gater for all their hard work. 

 Miss Hartley's form group have been very 
interested in the Frozen Planet series on BBC TV. 

The Sixth Formers decided to adopt a polar bear through the World Wildlife 
Fund. They will receive regular updates about the bear and its whereabouts. 
The money donated will go towards preserving the arctic conditions to 
ensure that polar bears do not become extinct. Miss Hartley commented: 
“We are very excited about the new addition to our form and shall have a 
naming ceremony this term.”

 “I reckon 
they are 
going to 
become 
famous, 

especially 
the 

beat-boxer.”



By Lauren Bresnahan and Megan Jones 

 Wow! We were looking at the 
Pepsi Big One as we headed for 
the Pleasure Beach, ready for an 
informative and fun packed day.
The Year 13 Travel and Tourism group had left school 
at 7.30am for a two day residential in the resort. On 
arrival, we had a customer service talk at the Pleasure 
Beach and were guided through some really useful 
information for our coursework. We then spent the rest 
of the day enjoying the rides and having our photos 
taken with characters around the park.  

In the evening we went to Pizza Hut and then enjoyed 
a walk along the illuminated promenade, enjoying the 
view of the lights.  The walk finished at the Winter 
Gardens Theatre where, from the second row, we 
watched Grease with the amazing Rhydian from X 
Factor.

Following a night’s sleep at the Travelodge, we made 
the most of an all-you-can-eat breakfast! Another stroll 
down the promenade led us to Blackpool Tower where 
we went all the way to the top. We felt the wind blowing 
around our ears and we stood on the glass floor 
looking down at the world.  

Later, we experienced Blackpool through a 4D film 
where, in the comfort of a cinema, we got to feel, smell 
and see the changing face of the resort. The trip was 
so much fun and we’re already looking forward to our 
next one!
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By Lauren Gannon

 A tutor from LIPA 
(Liverpool Institute for 
Performing Arts) has 
visited NLA to see some 
of our budding actors 
from the Drama Club. 
First of all she gave a talk about LIPA 
which has Sir Paul McCartney as its lead 
patron. It was opened in 1996 and is 
housed in the ex-Beatle’s old school. The 
Institute provides education and training in 
all aspects of the arts. 

The tutor led our students in playing some 
acting games which involved making 
shapes with their bodies, in groups of four 

or five. Some of the shapes included a confused piano, a scared fork 
and a wobbly triangle. A member of the Drama Club, Olivia, said: “It 
was hard to do some of the tasks but I really enjoyed taking part.”
Pictured are the students during the workshop.

By Rebecca Edwards, Year 12

 Years 12 and 13 Childcare, 
as well as Health and Social 
Care students, have been on a 
trip to Chester Zoo. 
On arrival we were given a map so we could 
work out where we were going and where the 
different species of animals were kept. These 
included monkeys, elephants and zebras.

Health and Social Care students had to complete 
a risk assessment as part of their coursework. 
This was about hazards in the zoo and how they 
can be reduced. The Childcare group had an 
activity booklet to complete and some of the 
students took the ‘Real Care Babies’ to see what 
facilities were available for them.

The students had a talk about the educational 
benefits for Early Years, Foundation Stage and 
Key Stage One pupils who visit the zoo. They 
saw tiger fur, snake skin and skulls from different 

animals. There were 
real live invertebrates 
such as cockroaches, 
a centipede and a 
snake. Some students 
got to hold or stroke 
these animals!  

It was great to see and learn about different creatures, for 
example, I learnt that each zebra has its own unique pattern, 
just like humans and their finger prints. I found this trip very 
interesting and enjoyable. Filling in the activity booklet was 
really helpful as I need activities to do on placement and this 
can be one of them. 

 NLA students had a fairytale ending to their 
US trip - a singing workshop with one of the 
stars of The Lion King!
The Performing Arts group also went to see the famous musical, as well 
as Jersey Boys, which was showing on Broadway in the heart of the 
city’s theatre district. The nineteen students and staff stayed in the centre 
of Manhattan, surrounded by skyscrapers and yellow cabs. The trip was 
an amazing experience for all - a whirlwind of activities and sightseeing. 
They also filled their time with visits to the Empire State Building, the 
Statue of Liberty, Central Park, Times Square and Ground Zero.

By Olivia Jones

 Year 8s and some Year 7s have visited the Merseyside Maritime 
Museum and the Museum of Liverpool. 
In the Museum of Liverpool we enjoyed looking at our city’s past. There were exhibits and information on 
music, sport and the city’s history of emigration and immigration. There was the story of Liverpool’s links 
with China, a film about our world famous football clubs, displays showing how the World Wars affected the 
city, and a Beatles show.

In the Merseyside Maritime Museum we found out about the Albert Dock and there was lots of information 
and old photos of the warehouses in the 1930s. There were objects on display from the Titanic and we 
learned about the port of Liverpool. The trip was a huge success and we also had a great time walking 
round the docks and sketching the skyline.

Fairytale of New York

Blackpool rocks

Stars in the making Health and safety 
at the zoo 

In my Liverpool home

“The trip was an amazing experience for all - a whirlwind of 
activities and sightseeing.”



By Sean Dempster

 NLA has been graced by student 
travellers who sailed from 
Stockholm to Liverpool.
I was one of the few people who had the honour of 
going aboard their majestic vessel. We arrived 
mid-morning and were split into four groups in order to 
traverse the boat. We met the cook, captain and 
students as we looked around the decks and saw the 
kitchen, bedrooms and even the captain’s quarters. 

After regrouping in the main 
assembly room we were 
taught some sailing knots 
that were not so easy for 
some of us to master. 
Following that lesson we 
enjoyed some Swedish food 
and drink before learning 
some Swedish words like 
the numbers, days of the 
week and even how to order 
a beer! Finally, we said our 
goodbyes and returned to 
school having made new friends and having some great 
memories.
The sailing boat is pictured and the students at NLA.

Sweden’s student 
sailors
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By Rebecca Shannon

 After working hard for our History 
AS/A Level, featuring a unit on 
anti-Semitism, we got the chance to 
meet a Holocaust survivor.
The Year 12 and 13 classes, alongside our teachers, Mr 
Fearon and Miss Moran, met Dr Henry John Goldsmith as 
well as Eric Cohen, the child of another Holocaust survivor.

Dr Goldsmith was only a child during the 1930s in Germany 
and thoroughly enjoyed trips to his grandmother’s house. 
However, it was becoming very dangerous and he soon 
found himself fleeing the country to escape the Nazi 
persecution. With many other people of his own age, he 
travelled to different countries around the world. He 
eventually arrived in the UK where he studied to become 
the great doctor he is today. Both Dr Goldsmith and Eric 
Cohen lost many members of their families in the Holocaust. 

Jack Johnson described the meeting: “It was a good opportunity to 
look into the lives of actual Holocaust survivors, and learn from their 
stories”. We were really lucky to speak to them and listen to their 
insightful memories. It’s important that we never forget the 
horrendous events that took place.
Students and staff are pictured with Dr Goldsmith and Eric Cohen.

By Rebecca Shannon, Jessica Wainwright and Dale Booton

 After a whirlwind journey, involving three train journeys 
and a minibus ride, we finally arrived at Atlantic College in 
South Wales. 
We were shown our rooms which were deep inside the 12th century castle in which the college 
is housed. Then we were greeted by the college students of which two, James Bromley and 
Scott Dwyer, used to attend North Liverpool Academy. We spent the evening getting to know 
the other students and playing many team building games, including building plank bridges 
and creating a spaghetti tower. 

The following day we took part in a variety of activities from rock climbing to abseiling. The fun 
and danger didn’t stop there - Scott showed us the beehives (pictured) they have at the 
college! That evening we held a debate about worldwide topics. We took on contrasting roles 
in arguing about the legalisation of certain drugs and the militarisation of space.

Soon it was time to pack up and say our goodbyes to the students. The Atlantic College visit 
was a big success which we enjoyed thoroughly. We cannot wait to go back this term for the 
official Model United Nations debate.

 North Liverpool Academy has been given approval 
to open its own Life Sciences University Technical 
College (UTC). 
UTCs are different from other schools in that they cater for 14-19 year olds (not 
11-16), they have a longer day from 8:30am-5:30pm and a longer school year of 40 
weeks. They also make both extra curricular activities and a foreign language 
compulsory. 

The Life Sciences industry is the largest in Europe and Liverpool is an integral part of 
Life Sciences research. NLA sees this as a sustainable future for its students in a 
more secure job market. Mrs Askew commented: “The Life Sciences UTC will 
transform life opportunities for young people by developing their technical 
employability skills for the Life Sciences and Health Care sector, enabling them to take 
advantage of the growing employment opportunities in this sector.”

The project is backed by the University of Liverpool and the Royal Liverpool and 
Broadgreen University Hospital. Look out for more information about the North 
Liverpool Academy Life Sciences UTC as it develops! 

 North Liverpool Academy Trust is 
delighted to announce that they have 
been given approval to open a Studio 
School in September. 
The School will specialise in Gaming and Digital Media and will 
be known as The Studio. The Studio will provide a STEAM 
based curriculum, combining science, technology, arts and 
media subjects in project based learning. 

The Studio will also offer computer science as part of the 
curriculum. Mrs Askew said: “Graduates of The Studio will 
develop appropriate skills and knowledge to secure future 
employment in the gaming or digital sector. Alternatively, in a 
sector with low barriers to self employment they will be able to 
create their own jobs and shape the future regeneration of the 
community that they live in.” 

The Studio is also supported by local and international 
companies; these companies have played an instrumental role 
in setting the vision for the curriculum and setting their 
requirements for future employees. The Studio is also supported 
by Sony which has secured support on a national stage for this 
exciting project.

The Studio School will be situated on the same site as NLA on 
Heyworth Street. Students currently in Year 9 who are 
interested in gaming and digital media can express their interest 
in joining the School via NLA’s website.

NLA to set up 
Studio School NLA to set up UTC

Busy bees at college

Surviving the Holocaust
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Enterprize awaits 
winning team!

Student’s scientific success

Gem badges awarded Up and away!

NLA 
students 
reach finals

 NLA students could soon be 
heading for Washington DC.
The Great Enterprise Challenge is for students to 
develop a business idea. Each school has been given 
a £100 investment by Liverpool City Council. The 
competition reached its second stage with an event at 
Liverpool FC and NLA’s entrepreneurial group of 
dedicated green finger gardeners came out 
victorious! 

The students’ Farmers Market, which aims to 
promote healthy eating as well as buying and growing 
locally, is now in the final ten Merseyside schools. 

They will be presenting their ideas to a panel of 
Dragon’s Den style business people this term.

Max Steinberg, Chief Executive of Liverpool Vision, 
said: “Our ambition is to make Liverpool the enterprise 
hub for the UK and we want to create the conditions in 
which innovators and entrepreneurs can thrive and that 
has never been more important than now.” 

Our students are well on their way to being the next 
generation’s innovators and we wish them the best of 
luck for the next stage of the competition. A huge well 
done to Faye Jones, Leia Johnson, Nigel Chuma, Gowri 
Sivalingam, Alen Abraham and Zhanan Ao who could 
be heading for the US capital if they win the competition.   

 A group of NLA Sixth Form Photography students 
reached the finals of the prestigious Show Your 
Beautiful Face competition. 
Photographs had to be taken in North Liverpool, by people from North Liverpool or 
featuring people from North Liverpool. There were two categories: People and Place. 
NLA had two finalists in each category. The judges included Mike McGear, a 
member of pop group The Scaffold and the brother of Sir Paul McCartney.
 
The finalists’ work was exhibited in Liverpool One, along the walkway leading to the 
Albert Dock. Congratulations to the students involved: Stephanie Myles, Jessica 
Frizzell, Chelsea Doran and Anthony Heard.

 Year 12 student, Dale Booton, has made it into the final 25 
of a BBC competition. 
So you want to be a scientist? is run in connection with Radio 4’s Material World, which is 
open to anyone over the age of 16. It offers the chance to turn ideas into real life 
experiments. Dr Carinne Piekema spoke of the ‘incredibly high standard of entries’ this year. 
The expert who reviewed Dale’s idea was ‘very positive’ about the question and, as a 
scientist, she was interested in researching it herself! 
Congratulations Dale!

 NLA’s new Sixth 
Formers were given a 
crash course in team 
building and Higher 
Education at a 
Lancaster University 
residential. 
Students from the Academy and 
new external students were 
welcomed into our Sixth Form with a 
trip to the university. During their 
stay they considered their futures, 
the pros and cons of university life 
and the different types of university 
courses available to them. They 
attended taster lectures for a range 
of subjects, experienced student 
accommodation, found their way 
around an entirely new location and 
increased their understanding of the 
financial side of Higher Education. 

Immersed in university life and 
surrounded by university students 
acting as mentors, the NLA Sixth 
Formers got a real taste of student 
life and living away from home. 
Charlotte Bedford commented: “It 
was a great chance to get to know 
everyone and start thinking about 
our future at the same time. I’m more 
focused now on my options and 
what I might need to do over these 
next two years.”

 An impressive group 
of students have been 
awarded gem badges on 
the new system. 
Nominated by staff or members of the community, the badges are awarded for making a 
positive contribution to the wider community. They demonstrate that a student is a valued 
member of the community, that they strive beyond what is expected of them and seek out 
new opportunities for themselves and their peers. 

Ultimately, the decision on who was to be awarded a badge was down to a ruthless group 
from the Student Parliament! They carefully considered each nomination and gave their 
verdict. This shows how much of an achievement is the awarding of a gem badge.

We would like to congratulate the following students: Jessica Brewer, Rebecca McKinlay, 
Thomas Collins, Bethany Swindalls, Jordan Collins, Stephen Reynolds, Dylan English, Zara 
Patton, Kelsey Collins, Stephen Duggan, Tom Kearney, Caleb Eden, Jack Jackson, Daniel 
Stanton, Francis Hargreaves and Olivia McDowell.

“I’m more focused now on my options and what 
I might need to do over these next two years.”

Three Graces by Stephanie MylesDoppleganger by Anthony Heard

Everton Park by Jessica Frizzell Light and Shadow by Chelsea Doran
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Action-packed activities

Having a splashing time

Team sprints to success

North Liverpool Academy 5 v 
Broughton Hall 2

NLA girls took on local rivals Broughton Hall in the 4th Round of the National Cup. 
Broughton Hall have experienced much success in this competition over the past few 
years so the girls knew they had a huge challenge ahead of them. NLA started brightly but 
failed to defend a corner and Broughton Hall went 1-0 up with only 10 minutes on the 
clock. With great fight and spirit, the girls did not let their heads drop and fought back to go 
into the half-time break 2-1 up. Goals were scored by Caitlin Edwards and Cora Mason. 

In the second half the NLA girls displayed excellent team work and tremendous skill. They 
scored 2 goals within 10 minutes of the restart, courtesy of Molly Farley and a 25 yard 
strike from Caitlin Edwards. Broughton Hall fought back and managed to grab a goal 
making it 4-2. Fortunately, this was just a consolation goal as Caitlin Edwards completed 
her hat-trick with a calm and classy finish.
 
Their performance against Broughton Hall showed how far they have grown as a team in a 
year, as last year they were beaten 14-0 by the same team. A special mention should go 
to the Year 7 players. They have settled in very quickly to the team and have produced 
some outstanding performances. The girls will now go to Woodhey High School in Bury to 
fight for a place in the 6th round. Well done ladies!

North Liverpool Academy 
has introduced swimming 
into the curriculum for a 
selection of students in 
Year 7. They have been 
attending Everton Park 
swimming pool during 
Friday PE lessons and this 
has been a great success. 
We hope it will encourage 
the students to attend other 
activities on offer at our 
local leisure centre.

 In only their first season of racing, 
NLA’s Sprint Team have come an 
incredible second place in a national 
event.
It was the last race of the season at Santa Pod Raceway in 
Northampton and our sprint bike had been performing well. 
However, the piston in the engine was tired so a decision 
was taken to let it cool after each sprint. This proved crucial 
in getting the team through to the final qualification rounds. 

The team and NLA1 sprint bike battled through 
head-to-head races with the final decider seeing us up 
against Russ Milnes of Chiselspeed. Unfortunately, 
although it was an incredibly tight race, NLA1 lost by just 
0.8 seconds. It was a very deserving second place against 
tuning shop owners and riders with years of experience. All 
credit to the team and rider Andrew Cheung – this season 
looks very promising!  

 Students enjoyed a 
free activity camp at 
NLA during October 
half-term.
Both present and potential students 
from the surrounding community 
took part in a variety of exciting 
activities. Over three days they met 
new friends and experienced what 
NLA has to offer. They took part in 
a football tournament, quick cricket 
and made some spooky crafts 
during an art session. 

This was the first camp of its type run 
at the Academy and it was delivered 
to an extremely professional 
standard by Academy staff and Sixth 
Formers, Stephen Reynolds and 
Francis Hargreaves. We are hoping 
to run more camps during the 
holidays. Watch this space!

 Bookings are now 
being taken for this 
popular activity week. The 
trip takes place during 
Enrichment Week prior to 
February half-term.
The ski trip includes the following:
Travel to and from resort by coach with 
breakfast on the way there and back.
Accommodation in the 3* Hotel Veneriaz, 
on a half board basis.
Hire of skis and boots and Lift Pass on 
the mountain.
Ski lessons for 2 hours in the morning 
and 2 hours in the afternoon with hot 
meals on the mountain during the day. 

The entire after-ski activities which usually 
include bowling, karaoke, disco, 
all-you-can-eat pizza evening and a 
presentation evening.

All you need to add is pocket money and 
the clothes to ski in which can be hired for 
the week for about £40.

Students need to maintain a 92% 
attendance and have excellent behaviour 
to be included on this trip. A non 
returnable deposit of £75 will be collected 
once the student is accepted. The 
remainder of the money will be paid off 
weekly for the rest of the year. The total 
cost is approximately £740 per student. 
Collect a letter from student services desk 
as soon as possible.

NLA Ski Trip 
Italy 2013

Girls’ glorious goals

“This was the 
first camp of 

its type.”
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