
 Here at The Academy Times, we are always 
looking for new reporters to join our team. 

If you enjoy writing, whether it be poems, stories or articles, then come 
along to our meetings. If any sixth formers are looking for a career in 
journalism then working for your school newspaper is a must!

New reporters don’t even have to be a regular member of the team - just 
submit your stories when you want to contribute. Don’t forget, every time 
you feature in The Academy Times, your form tutor records this success 
in your personal file. 
Please see Ms Conboy or Ms Barker for full details.

100% success!
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 We have visited Muktangan 
School in Mumbai where the 
students are amazing and made us 
so welcome. 

The school is run by a charitable organisation and it 
offers a child centred education quite different to state 
schools in India.  The teacher-student ratio is no more 
than 1:15 and the style of education is more interactive. 
Our trip was funded by a grant from the British Council 
which allows teachers to see how different education 

systems work and to develop 
opportunities for schools to work 
together.

There wasn’t as big a 
difference as we thought 
there would be between 
NLA and Muktangan 
students. They like 
Hannah Montana and 
Justin Bieber; they like to 

eat pizza and Chinese, as 
well as curry! Muktangan 
students’ role models are 
their parents, teachers and 
other members of their 

family. They have aspirations 
to become teachers, politicians 

and doctors and they value 

education as a way of achieving this. It was like being a 
celebrity as they asked us questions about our homes, 
our subjects and the weather!  

We were lucky enough to visit a student’s home; 
Romaya lived in a chawl (a building up to five storeys 
high with about twenty homes). We received a warm 
welcome from the ten people living in the house 
including Romaya’s immediate family and her 
grandmother, uncles and aunts. They are very proud of 
her achievements at Muktangan. Holding pride of place 
was her picture in a Sound of Music costume when she 
performed at Mumbai’s leading performing arts centre. 

Returning from India, we felt grateful for the experience 
and feel very thankful for the lovely surroundings we 
teach in and the amazing facilities at NLA. We are 
looking forward to seeing Muktangan and NLA 
students working on shared projects.
We are pictured in Romaya’s home and welcoming 
our guests at NLA.

NLA teachers Ms Stubbs and Ms Doyle report on a recent trip to India.

 A warm welcome to our 
new Year 7 from all the staff 
and students at NLA.

Last term, as Year 6s, they had a taste of 
things to come when all our feeder primary 
pupils experienced a day in the life of the 
Academy. The hugely successful Induction 
Day enabled them to make new friends and to 
feel relaxed and confident within their new 
environment.

The Induction Day began with a Welcome 
Assembly where they were put into groups 
and they found out what Houses they would 
be in from September. Then, supported by a 
leader and two sixth form students, the groups 
experienced four different sessions.  These 
were fun, varied and a big success with the 
pupils. All the year 6s left smiling and excited 
about starting at North Liverpool Academy.
See page 3 for more pictures from the 
Induction Day.

 NLA students have 
achieved fantastic results 
for another year across the 
Sixth Form, retaining a 
100% pass rate at A Level. 

Patricia Dacosta and Stephanie Reed both 
achieved A*s in their Psychology A Levels. 
Patricia has gone on to study Midwifery at 
City University, whilst Stephanie has 
secured her place at the University of 
Liverpool to do Anatomy and Human 
Biology. Rebecca Dunne also did brilliantly, 
getting 3 Bs and a place at the University of 
Liverpool to study Mathematics. All in all, it 
was an excellent results day for the Sixth 
Form.

NLA students have also celebrated 
outstanding GCSE results. Ben Cunningham 
scored 100% in his History GCSE. He 

commented: “I had a great time doing my GCSEs and 
getting my results was fabulous!” Jamie Doran added: 
“I am ecstatic with my results!”  

Jonny Lu did incredibly well, getting 5A*s, 2 Distinction *s, 2 
As, a B and a C. His A*s were in Maths, Chemistry, Physics, 
Biology and Chinese. Similarly, James Bromley produced 
outstanding results securing 5 A*s, 2 Distinction *s, 3 As and a 
B. James’ A*s were in English, History, Geography, Maths and 
Physics. 

Well done to all our A Level and GCSE students on their 
brilliant achievements!

Stephanie and PatriciaJamie and Ben Stephanie and Patricia

Jonny

Jamie and Ben
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Wonderful Wizard of Oz

Mud and guts!

 Performing Arts students 
have excelled themselves 
with an Academy version of 
the Wizard of Oz. 

Natalie Green took centre stage as Dorothy 
accompanied by Jack Jackson and Jake 
Moyles as the Tin Man and Scarecrow. 
Audiences were also treated to a surprise 
performance by Will Worthington and his 
operatic portrayal of the Cowardly Lion. With a 
large supporting cast, live band, fabulous 
costumes, make-up and sets, the show 
electrified everyone who attended.

NLA Principal, Kay Askew, commented: “This 
was the best musical and the best 
performance we have ever done at the 
Academy. Students - you were wonderful and 
it was like being in the best West End theatre 
for the standard of the performances. Thank 
you to all staff who gave the students the 
opportunity to display such prodigious talents.” 

 Duke of Edinburgh students 
have completed the final part 
of their training to achieve the 
Bronze Award.

From volunteering at Oxfam to camping in severe 
weather conditions, the students have acquired the 
skills needed for the award. For the final event, the 
campsite at Delamere was waterlogged so the 
overnight stay was cancelled. This didn’t stop us 
doing the 10km walk that the award requires!  

On the Tuesday we traversed woodland with lots of 
mud from the torrential downpour. Fortunately, we’d 
all invested in heavy duty footwear! We set up 
camp and Mr Lawlor provided us with soup and 
rolls or meatballs. We discussed the mileage 
covered and how we’d used our map reading and 
grid reference skills learned during our enrichment 
sessions. Tom Barry is a dab hand with a compass!  

On the last leg through Delamere the group 
adopted a stray dog who became our mascot. The 
lads nicknamed her Dora the Explorer! She had an 

address collar so, after returning to the 
minibus, we took Dora to her very 
grateful owners!

Wednesday was easier, with a walk up 
Old Pale Hill with stunning views over 
the region. The group returned to pitch 
the large patrol tent and we cooked 

lunch and practised safety skills, 
stretcher building and emergency First 
Aid. It was so enjoyable that we plan to 
complete the camping section in 
Delamere. The group members are: 
Callum Pritchard, Jordan Dettlaff, 
Ryan Fellowes, Connor Cavanagh and 
Tom Barry.

Students’ techie triumph

Awayday awards
 The end of last term saw 
huge numbers of NLA students 
taking part in trips as a reward 
for good attendance and 
behaviour over the academic 
year. 

Year 8 headed off to Chester Zoo with the Science 
Faculty. Years 9 and 10 went to Camelot 
Amusement Park, accompanied by staff from the 
Arts, Social Science, ICT and Business 
departments. Year 11 were treated to a day at Alton 
Towers with the Communications Faculty. The 
weather held fine for us and everyone had a great 
time!

Going wild

During the zoo visit, students got to see animals 
from all over the world. There were giraffes, 
elephants and rhinos, tiny butterflies and 
mongooses, strange reptiles such as snake-necked 
turtles, magnificent condors and vultures and the 
hilarious chimpanzees! 

Highlights included a trip into the past at the 
Dinosaurs at Large exhibit and the Bat Cave which 
was pitch black with bats flying all around. 
Students and staff thoroughly enjoyed 
the day. Jay Armitage, Year 8, said: 
“My favourite animal 
was the black 
monkey - I was 
wowed by his 
climbing ability.” 

 Year 11 students have 
been presented with an 
award at Channel 4’s HQ.

The students were finalists in a national 
competition run by the British Interactive 
Media Association (BIMA). The annual 
competition is held with key industry 
organisations, including Channel 4. Schools 
and colleges had to create a digital solution 
to provide practical benefits for their 
community. Creativity and technology had 
to be combined with social benefits. 

The students worked on a website and logo 
for the NLA Leadership Academy to show 
the developing links with our partner 
schools - Atlantic College and Muktangan 
School. BIMA was very impressed and said 
the NLA project was the most innovative 
and far-reaching in terms of global 

communities. Mando, a local web company, 
supported the students and rewarded them 
with a slap-up meal in a local restaurant!

The Leadership Academy group were: Nick 
Isherwood, Natasha Allen, Liam Carr, 
Connor Stevenson, Kayleigh Clintworth and 
Callum O’Rourke. Representing the group, 
Nick, Natasha and Liam (pictured) travelled 
to London with Mr Stevens and Mrs 
Williams.

Calling all artistic and 
techie types!
Have you got a flair for graphic design? Do 
you enjoy working with computer graphics 
and have a talent for creative ideas? Do you 
have an understanding of how to design 
and build websites? Then you could be just 
who the Academy is looking for to enter the 
competition next year. See Mr Stevens if 
you are interested.
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 Dads and Lads from the local 
community have taken part in 
exciting activities at a special 
NLA event.
There were BMX and Graffiti workshops and a 
range of ‘boy’s toys’ to sample - including fire 
engines and an Eddie Stobbart truck. There was 
a fantastic display of free running from Airborne 
Entertainment, as well as massages provided by 
PAAT Therapies.

Other enjoyable activities were provided by LFC 
Community Coaches, Red Triangle Boxing Club 
and there was an incredible Outdoor Climbing 
Wall from Liverpool Youth Service. Our 
marketplace area provided the 200 dads and 
lads attending with a wide variety of information. 

This included Connexions, Liverpool Youth 
Service, Sports Lynx, BNENC and the LFC Health 
Trainers. Prizes were also on offer, including a 
range of signed merchandise from both EFC and 
LFC.

Our guest speakers - the CEO of Elixir Foundations, 
Ben Donnelly, and the Lord Mayor, Frank 
Prendergast, gave the audience two exhilarating 
talks about business and enterprise. They stressed 
the importance of education and the need to be 
involved in school activities and in healthy lifestyles. 

A special mention must go to three 
members of our Sixth Form 
Performing Arts team. They did a 
fantastic job as compères and gave 
two unbelievable singing 
performances which thrilled the 
audience.

Man-made activities

Welcome Year 7!

Flying high with the RAFHere come the girls
- and boys!
 The Year 11 Prom was held at North Liverpool 
Academy and it went off without a hitch. 
Students arrived in a variety of vehicles including stretch limousines and carriages! 
The outfits were stunning and a credit to the students who had put so much time 
into preparing for their big night of celebration. 

They enjoyed a 
number of activities 
such as ‘Hook-a-Duck’ 
whilst listening and 
dancing to the 
Academy DJ. There 
were non-alcoholic 
drinks available at the 
bar and a very tasty 
buffet. At the end of a 
brilliant night everyone 
went outside to see 
the huge ‘Class of 
2011’ sign lit up by 
fireworks.

By Anthony Joyce

 Year 11 Public Services students have taken part in the High 
Ropes activity at RAF Shawbury.
They were given a safety briefing and shown how to put on their safety harnesses and helmets. 
Working in teams of three, they climbed a 30ft column and helped each other to stand on the platform. 
They needed enough confidence in their team members to lean out together into space. Everyone 
attempted the Leap of Faith from the top of the column in order to grab a trapeze 5ft away. 

An even scarier challenge was 
negotiating the obstacle course 
which snaked around the hangar 
at a height of 40ft. It was very 
scary and demanding but every 
student succeeded. 

A free ‘all you can eat’ lunch in the 
Junior Officers’ Mess was followed 
by the afternoon tasks. While a 
team of three attempted to scale 
Jacob’s Ladder, others tried 
individual stints on the Climbing 
Wall. All the students really 
enjoyed their day and High Ropes 
is an excellent day out which I 
would highly recommend.

Our new Year 7s had an Induction 
Day at NLA last term. Here are some 
of their comments from the visit.

“I really enjoyed working with the 
primary schools. They were fun and 
eager to participate. They were 
interested in learning new 
information about the school, staff 
and students. I am looking forward to 
seeing the students in September 
and eager to work with them again.” 
Darren Fisher, Sixth Form Helper 

“Starting all over; this morning I arrived at my 
new senior school, clutching my stomach with my 
shaky hands. I had butterflies in my stomach but 
was really excited about meeting new people and 
seeing a new environment. I really think I’m going 
to enjoy this school and I can’t wait for what’s 
going to happen in the future.” By Tess

“Loads of Year 6 pupils arrived at the school for a taster day. When I 
woke up this morning I felt so nervous that my knees were trembling 
and I was worried about what group I would be in. I wouldn’t know 
how they would react when they saw me. When I entered the school 
I thought ‘this is big’, but the group I was in were really nice to me 
and I loved it.” By Michael G

“I’m looking forward to making new 
mates and learning new things.” 
Cameron, The Trinity

“I was scared about the new school in 
case I got lost, but now I feel ok about it.” 
Daniel, Whitefield

“I can’t wait for 
September now!” 
Chris, All Saints
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Fantastic day at NLA!

Sports reportReaping the rewards

By Stephanie Montgomery, Luke Mountain and Luba Mugaili

 Every July, NLA has its very own 
Olympics as part of student enrichment. 
This year’s event was as exciting, fun and loud as the past 
years. As the House banners were carried and the crowds 
cheered loudly for their friends, the competitors waited 
nervously for the event to begin. Some were so enthusiastic 
that they began training weeks before the big day. If any 
competitor felt like giving up, the Houses would cheer and shout 
lots of encouragement, making everybody feel like a winner. 

Events included the exhausting 800 and 400 metre race, the 
200 and 100 metre sprints and activities such as the high jump, 
shot-put and the long jump. The great 400 metre relay race 
involved lots of teamwork!

Dylan Bannon reports……    
A sunny day at NLA with smiles and laughter everywhere! 
Everyone is enjoying the banter between the four Houses: 
McGough, Redmond, Pattern and Russell. The winner of the 
Year 8 boys’ 800 metre race is James Armitage, from Patten, 
who tells The Academy Times that the race was great, but 
extremely tiring. The Year 8 girls’ 800 winner is Alisha Jones 
from Redmond who says: “The race was hard and tiring, but I 
enjoyed it.”

Mr Lewis, the man in charge of everything technical, says: “I’m loving the sun and 
congratulations to the winners.” Paul Carson is helping out in the tuck shop and 
comments: “This is probably the best event that this school has ever had.” 
Meanwhile, Dylan English, who took part in the KS4 400 metres, adds: “The events 
are fantastic, but the 400 metres was one of the most difficult tasks I have ever set 
for myself. I could have done better, but, you know, there’s always next year!” 

Mr Maddox is doing a phenomenal job commentating, so I get a few words from 
him. “It is a fantastic day and the beautiful weather has done us proud.” Back at the 
course Adam Gore, who came second in the KS4 400 metres, says: “It was a tough 
challenge.” And finally, Kieran Brogan adds: “We’re having good weather and it’s 
obvious McGough will win.”  And right you were Kieran!

The full team of student reporters at the Olympics were: James Stankevitch, Dylan 
Bannon, Alivia Kerr, Luba Mugaili, Claire Ford, Charity Dimha, Rebecca McDonald, 
Holly Reed, Bethany Swindells, Stephanie Montgomery, Olivia Burton and Luke 
Mountain.

By Ashleigh Molloy, Year 13

 Years 8 and 9 have enjoyed a 
sports tournament at John 
Moores University. 
The students’ attitude and effort was great in all the 
sports. They took part in some thrilling 
mini-tournaments including handball, volleyball, 
athletics, rowing, dodgeball and badminton. Even 
with the rain thundering down at times, our students 
did us proud by continuing to show great 
determination. We came top in many of the activities 
and were presented with plaques for these triumphs. 

The boys from North Liverpool Academy were 
overall winners on the day. Our school was up 
against Holly Lodge, St Francis Assissi, Archbishop 
Beck, Alsop and St John Bosco. This wonderful, fun 
day gave students the great experience of being 
involved in a team. It also portrayed many of the 
young sporting talents that we have at our school. 
We look forward to the next event - bring on the 
other schools!

 As a reward for excellent attendance 
and behavior, the PE department has 
taken fifty students to Condover Hall.
The group travelled down on the Friday and settled into 
their accommodation, located in the beautiful Shropshire 

countryside. On the Saturday, the sports students took part 
in professional football and netball coaching sessions. This 
was followed by tournaments against other schools in the 
afternoon. It was a brilliant experience and a just reward for 
the students who have achieved so much during the past 
academic year.
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