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 I smell a rat

Tasting the future

 Nick Gibb, Minister of State for Schools, 
was left very impressed with NLA during a 
recent visit.

He was welcomed by 
Principal Kay Askew, Chair 
of Governors Nigel Ward 
and Governor and 
Community Development 
Officer, Bob Blanchard. 
Staff, students and members 
of the local community also greeted the Minister, including Chief 
Inspector Steve Harding and Superintendent Peter Costello.

Mr Gibb enjoyed a performance from the Academy's Chamber 
Choir and a tour of the impressive £40 million building and 
grounds. He discussed the future of the Academy and education in 
Liverpool with staff and the Student Parliament. 

The Minister praised the dedication of staff, the enthusiasm of 
students and the strong, visible, links between the Academy and 
the local community.

 The annual NLA Careers 
Taster Evening was a great 
success with around 160 
visitors and 20 stands offering 
advice on further education, training and local 
employment.
 
Students from Years 9-13 were invited to come along and find out what is available 
for them after they leave school.  Among the exhibitors were the Armed Services, 
Alphabet Nursery, Mersey Fire Service, Weightmans Solicitors, Myerscough 
College, Liverpool Chamber, Progress Sports, Connexions, Edge Hill University, 
University of Liverpool, LIPA and Liverpool John Moores Univeristy.
 
Neil Wilcock from Jet Liverpool Atlantic said: "Working out what to do after leaving 
school can be a daunting prospect for any young person. The Careers Fair offers 
young people a great opportunity to see what's available for them and helps to raise 
their future aspirations. It was a well planned event with lots of enthusiastic pupils."

5th, 6th and 7th

July 2011 

North Liverpool Academy Performing Arts 
presents... 

 NLA has opened a brand new 
Vehicle Technology Centre in 
memory of staff member, Paul 
Monaghan, who sadly passed away in 
March last year. 

The Monaghan Memorial Centre was opened by Paul’s 
partner, Cathy Monaghan, alongside members of the 
Merseyside Police Roads Policing Department and NLA 
staff and students.  Cathy thanked the Academy for 
remembering Paul in such a special way saying: “The 
Centre is absolutely wonderful and I’m overwhelmed. The 
students are so lucky - they will get so much enjoyment 
from it.”

The Centre is a motorcycle workshop that boasts a state of 
the art motorcycle dynamometer which allows students to 
analyse engine performance. The facility’s staff will teach 
students how to ride motorcycles legally and safely within 
the Academy’s grounds. It will offer structured preparation 

for the external, Compulsory Basic Training (CBT) 
assessment.

Inspector Dave Bell from the Roads Policing Department 
said: “This fantastic facility symbolises all that is good about 
North Liverpool Academy; the appreciation students have 
for the staff, alongside the strong commitment the Academy 
holds towards the community it serves.”

NLA’s students and staff were deeply saddened by the loss 
of Paul and they initiated a sponsored climb up Mount 
Snowdon as a tribute to his memory. The event raised 

money for a plaque and a picture of Paul to be placed 
inside the Centre. 

Neil McCarthy, Faculty Leader of Technology said: “This 
building will give students a unique experience of 
motorcycles and scooters and will be the hub for the North 
Liverpool Racing team. There will be initiatives in the spirit 
of our Business and Enterprise specialism and ‘Dyno Days’ 
will enable local bike groups and motorcycle enthusiasts to 
meet, test their bikes and use the specialist facilities. Paul 
was a biker by heart and the Centre stands as a fitting 
tribute to him and all who knew him.”

The Minister meets 
Nigel Ward and Kay Askew.

Meeting Deputy Head Boy John Davies and Head Girl Charlie Vaill.

Motoring in memory of Paul

Cathy opens the Centre.



p2 THE ACADEMY TIMES

NLA students 
can cook!
 From last November to February, eight Key Stage 
4 students represented our school in a Can Cook 
competition. 

Can Cook was created by the Five Children and Families Trust and they hold 
day, evening and weekend events regularly. One of their initiatives is to invite 
Liverpool schools to compete in a knockout tournament. The students have to 
produce a 3 course meal, following a practice round with the chefs from the Can 
Cook Studio. They have to serve the meal in front of a panel of judges. Both 
teams are then given their marks, feedback and overall score.
 
NLA students did really well and were informed by the chefs and judges that they 
had displayed the best teamwork by any school. The team, from Years 9 and 11, 
got to the quarter-finals but were finally beaten by Broughton Hall sixth formers! 
The students taking part were: Thomas Kearns, Alan Jones, Daniel Cox, Kieran 
Hodgson, Elise Usher, Melissa Kasper, Harvey Dalton, Stephanie Gibson, 
Connor Peake, Meghan Passingham.

Sixth form gets a library

Read all about it

Talented technologists take risks

Merseyside Police have presented their motorcycle road 
safety programme called ‘Geared & Go’ to our sixth form 
Vehicle Technology students. This is part of a national 
motorcycle awareness initiative scheme called ‘Ride Safe - 
Back Safe’. The road safety awareness course is aimed at 
young riders or youngsters thinking of starting to ride. Our 
students really enjoyed the session and participated well.

In the new library there will be clusters of 
comfy chairs for discussion and quiet working 
spaces. With everything from Twilight to Terry 
Pratchett, JK Rowling to JD Salinger, Birdsong 
to The Last Song – we have a remarkable 
variety of fiction building up, with something to 
suit everyone’s taste. 

There are autobiographies - from Kurt Cobain 
to Barack Obama – harrowing real life stories, 
such as A Boy Called It, and the hilarious 
comedy musings of Jeremy Clarkson and 
Michael McIntyre. There will be a good 
selection of accessible reference books for 
wider reading around subjects, which will 
make a noticeable difference when it comes to 
exam time and UCAS applications. 

Sixth formers can find the answer to bizarre 

questions like Why don’t penguins’ feet 
freeze? And plan their weekends with 1001 
Films to See Before You Die. Come revision 
time, they can take advantage of the full range 
of guides on offer, whilst everyday they can 
come in, chill out and read the newspapers. 
Magazines on film, football and fashion will 
also be available. 

Most of all the library is a sixth form space, to 
be used and enjoyed by them. We are open to 
suggestions and need students to get involved 
in keeping it running. It’s a space for 
discussion about books, for study, for quizzes, 
for films, for debate. It’s a space to enjoy. If 
you have any requests for books, magazines 
or resources, contact Melissa Conboy. Book 
chat nights will start in the coming weeks with 
a range of titles to choose from.   

 Three teams of technologists have 
attended the second annual Technology 
Tournament as part of the department’s 
Gifted and Talented programme. 

The students took advantage of the additional opportunities to 
enhance their skills in this area of the curriculum. The focus of 
the day was teamwork, problem solving and risk taking, in the 
form of a design and make activity. 

They competed against eighteen other teams from six local 
secondary schools within Merseyside and Sefton. The event 

was sponsored by The Rotary Club with prizes and awards 
given on the day. All students who attended have been given a 
certificate of participation for their Records of Achievement. 
Well done to all students involved. 

Although we couldn’t follow the winning performance of last 
year, the students demonstrated exemplary behaviour and 
excellent team spirit throughout the event. Well done to our 
Year 8 team of Holly Furlong, Primrose Ndlovu, Daniel 
Fairclough and Joseph Baxendale. Our Year 9 team of Jamie 
Merrill, Thomas Kearns, Abbie Jones and Caleb Eden. Finally, 
our Year 10 team of Nicole Murphy, Toni-Marie 
Spencer-Roberts, Garrick McRae and Mikey McMahon.

 We have 200 shelves to be filled with novels, 
encyclopedias, textbooks, newspapers and magazines. 

Year 7 student Christian Hawkins has scooped 
third prize in a book competition. Here he tells us 
all about it.

 Sixteen schools around Liverpool were involved 
in The Book Factor competition.

The idea behind the competition was to write the blurb for the back of Alan 
Gibbons’ new book, The Dying Photo. In order to make the blurb give readers 
an idea about the book, it had to pose a question so that they would want to 
read it to find out what happens in the story.

All the blurbs were sent to Alan who had come up with the idea for the 
competition. He chose the best blurbs and presented prizes to the winners 
at St Philomena’s School. I came third in the competition and received a 
certificate and a camera. I also received a signed copy of the book, which is 
based in Liverpool.

Christian is pictured with his certificate and copy of the book.

Safety first

NLA students 



 North Liverpool Academy is now 
part of the Associated Schools 
programme started by Atlantic 
College, an international sixth form 
college.
Situated on the south coast of Wales, the College houses 
350 students from 80 different countries. Since 2007, the 
students have been coming to NLA to share their cultures 
and to support NLA students wanting to study the 
International Baccalaureate.  We now have one of our 
students, Scott Dwyer, studying at the College on a £40,000 
scholarship.  

Being an Associated School means we attend events to give 
our students new and exciting opportunities and we can 
forge links with other UK schools such as Broadway in 
Birmingham and Lewis in Pengam, Wales. In January, all 
three schools sent students to attend an Atlantic College 
Model United Nations (ACMUN) event.  
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Fairtrade for all

Fabulous 
fundraising!

Quids in for the Quiz

 NLA sixth formers have been dressing in red, eating 
homemade cakes and challenging their teachers in a 
lunchtime quiz. 
The Red Nose Day activities, organised by Miss Conboy, raised £45.97 which can provide a 
consistent, clean and safe water supply for two families living in a Kenyan slum. It can also 
save the lives of 23 newborn babies in Tanzania. Most of all, it can make a difference.

Three quiz teams assembled with the student team guided by the invaluable Mr Giles. There 
was a competitive start with the teams hastily whispering over Rugby League, Justin Bieber 
and Shakespearian characters. Claims of a set-up by Mr Molden were completely 
unfounded and, after some cheeky cheating from the sixth form team, papers were 
swapped, marked and inevitably ridiculed! 

The staff team of Miss Sabino, Mr Anakin, Mr Molden, Mr Khan, Mr Myatt and Miss Connell 
soared to a spectacular victory, with the sixth formers coming a close second and the IT 
crowd bringing up the rear with complaints of unfair questioning! No one, however, knew the 
ingredients of a cosmopolitan cocktail or where Question Time had been held the night 
before. 

The winners collected their prizes with pride with each receiving a very grown-up goodie bag 
of chocolate, bouncy balls, pencils, bubbles and water pistols. Chaos ensued amongst the 
staff with everyone in the vicinity of Mr Anakin being soaked!

If you would like to donate or organise a fundraising event, go online at 
www.comicrelief.com or see Miss Conboy in the LRC. In light of the success and sheer 
banter of the Red Nose Day quiz there is now a regular Quiz Night for staff and sixth 
formers, after school on Wednesdays in the LRC. The first quiz was prepared by Leighton 
Preston and turns are taken to set the questions by anyone who wants to be quiz master 
and watch others squirm!

Window on the world

Community focus

 A group of Key Stage 3 students 
have raised £218.90 for Alder Hey 
Children’s Hospital. 
They organised activities including a silly socks 
competition, hosting a chocolate fountain and baking 
and selling cakes. The students were helped in their 
endeavours by undergraduates from Liverpool Hope 
University. Everyone had a lot of fun on the day, 
including Mr Fry, who always rises to the challenge! 
The students involved were: Faye Jones, Chloe 
Skelland , Chloe Challinor, Jessica Courtney, Bethany 
Mason, Olivia Burton, Nicola Jones and Megan Rivers.

Animals in Need
Miss Jones and the sixth form have raised money for 
an animal charity by collecting coins found in the LRC 
and adding to this people's odd change. Once £10 had 
been reached, she very generously multiplied this by 10 
and £100 has been donated to Animals in Need in 
Melling. The kind efforts of our sixth form will be 
featured in the charity’s next newsletter. NLA students 
got into the comedy spirit when they organised a 
number of events to raise money for Comic Relief. Not 
all the money has been collected so we will update you 
with the final amount, in our summer edition.

By Katie Puxley and Clara McNicholas 

 We have been very fortunate to 
receive a visit from two members 
of a Fairtrade company which 
operates in Ghana, West Africa. 
The company, Kuapa Kokoo, produces chocolate 
made from cocoa beans and the employees, Harriet 
and Fatima, explained how they used a knife called 
‘Go to Hell’ to cut the beans down from the trees! It 
is very hard work to do this all day. They passed 
around a large, raw cocoa bean and some little ones 
which felt very hard. At the end of their talk, Harriet 
and Fatima gave us all chocolate bars called ‘Divine’ 
that they had made themselves.

The company is part of Fairtrade as it wants the 
workers to get the money they deserve in the free 
market.  Everyone enjoyed the visit and learned a 
lot and we would like to thank Harriet and Fatima 
for visiting our Academy.

NLA student Jonnie Lu reports………
After days of research and preparation our group of Year 11 
students set off for the ACMUN event where we acted as 
delegates from Bangladesh and South Africa.

Despite neither country being at the epicentre of world crises, 
we still provided major contributions to the fruitful discussions. 
The delegates of each country were separated into different 
councils of the UN such as the Security Council, the General 
Assembly, Disarmament and International Security.

Topics for discussion included the world oil crisis, the illicit 
trade in small arms and cyber terrorism. The debates inevitably 
took up the three days and many resolutions were passed and 
discussions concluded. 

The ACMUN event was a rare opportunity to understand 
worldwide problems which are potential threats to humanity. 
We felt that developing knowledge of situations and taking 
precautionary measures were the keys to preventing future 
catastrophes.

“Everyone had a lot of fun on the day”
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Colomendy Capers

Boots on the ground!
 Some Year 11 Public 
Services students have 
been checking out army life 
at Altcar training camp.
As part of the Look at Life residential 
course they took part in activities 
including the assault course, a night 
mission, shooting on the laser range 
and various command exercises. 

Student Joe Wiley reports: “The worst 
part of the trip was when we first arrived 
and we had to make the beds and do 
‘hospital corners’. Sergeant Jack Raper 
came in and ripped the bed sheets off! 

“We gained a lot from the army course. 
The team building exercises like the 
Night Mission meant we had to work as 
a group to break into the enemy’s 
territory to get glow sticks. Another 
great part of the residential was the 
food. We all thought it would be really 
healthy and expected to be eating 
salads. However, we were shocked to 
find beans, chips and other nice things 
on the menu every day. 

“We went bowling on the last night in 
Southport then went to McDonald’s. 
When we got back to our dorm we had 
pillow fights. It was a brilliant trip and 
I’m glad I went on it.”   

 Some Year 11 Public 
Services students have 
been checking out army life 
at Altcar training camp.
As part of the Look at Life residential 
course they took part in activities 
including the assault course, a night 
mission, shooting on the laser range 
and various command exercises. 

Student Joe Wiley reports: “The worst 
part of the trip was when we first arrived 
and we had to make the beds and do 
‘hospital corners’. Sergeant Jack Raper 
came in and ripped the bed sheets off! 

“We gained a lot from the army course. 
The team building exercises like the 
Night Mission meant we had to work as 
a group to break into the enemy’s 
territory to get glow sticks. Another 
great part of the residential was the 
food. We all thought it would be really 
healthy and expected to be eating 
salads. However, we were shocked to 
find beans, chips and other nice things 
on the menu every day. 

“We went bowling on the last night in 
Southport then went to McDonald’s. 
When we got back to our dorm we had 
pillow fights. It was a brilliant trip and 
I’m glad I went on it.”   

 Geography students have enjoyed a 
weekend in North Wales as part of their GCSE 
coursework. 

There were two objectives at the Kingswood Colomendy Centre: to 
collect data for their controlled assessment and to have fun! On Friday, 
their first challenge was caving. Not all Geoggers liked the idea of 
crawling through dark spaces but, being brave souls, they earned their 
Risk Taking gem and got stuck in – literally! Were it not for the courage 
and outstanding communication skills of Lily Ellicott and Janie Readle, 
Miss New would still be in there!

Saturday started early with a hearty breakfast at 8am followed by the 
donning of wellingtons and waterproofs. By 10am the students had 
collected their flowmeters, clinometers and calipers and were carefully 
wading through the river, collecting those all-important numbers. 
Confused by the use of an apple to measure the flow of the river, they 
battled on and within an hour, objective one was met.

After lunch in Loggerheads Country Park, Tom Baldwin threw himself 
into his work - ending up head first in the river! Charlie Hope soon 
followed and was later seen wading around with his wellingtons 
brimming with water. Once the river data had been collected, it was 
back to the Centre for dinner and the next challenge. 

Nightline is an activity designed to test listening skills and involved 
being blindfolded and led around a pitch-black forest with only bits of 
information from the instructor. Katherine Campbell proved to be an 
excellent leader and got her team through the ropes, logs and 
branches. 

On Sunday, the Geoggers really started to conquer their 
fears…climbing a 10 metre pole, waiting at the top for 3 
more people and then holding hands and leaning backwards 
- all whilst the pole trembled and teetered beneath their feet! 
This was followed by a gentle abseil down another 10 metre 
platform. There is nothing more satisfying than conquering a fear 
of heights with everyone watching. Staff and students enjoyed 
themselves and most definitely had that all-important fun! 
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It’s snow good!

Acting up in Wales

 During February Enrichment Week, thirty 
four students and four staff left the 
Academy for the high alpine pastures of 
Courmayeur in Italy’s Aosta Valley. 
The coach arrived at the Academy in windy, wet conditions and it 
wasn’t the only thing wet, once the coach pulled away. A sad moment 
for the mums and dads but a joyful moment for our siblings! 

At Dover we boarded the ferry in bad weather and some people were 
very sick. Not as sick as Mrs Snape though, after we found out the 
coach had broken down! After a sleep at the port, a McDonald’s 
breakfast and a new coach, we were there.

Hotel Aplechiara was the place. After a shower and unpacking, it was 
silent. We were up and excited early the next day. After breakfast and 
a journey in a large red box (the cable car) we arrived at the ski hire. 
We were booted and suited and ready to go. The weather was 
beautiful and the mountains looked amazing. We were organised into 
groups according to ability and had ski lessons for 4 hours a day.

Each evening, we had activities such as All You Can Eat Pizza, ice 
skating, karaoke and a disco. I relit everyone’s fire by singing Take 
That. We all had bumps and bruises, but that didn’t affect our ‘smooth 
moves’ at the disco. By Thursday we had cracked it - sliding down like 
Olympic champs. Yet the button lifts still caused us problems. 

Everyone received a certificate at the end of the week. One sixth form 
student (Becky Hughes) progressed to such an extent that she 
achieved a grade 5, the highest award given. Some people received 
awards for different characteristics and, after a funny night and a bit of 
a sing-song, we were all packed. 

Gloomy Liverpool, here we come! We had a free breakfast and a stroll 
on the ferry, and within a few hours, Costa del Anfield was our final 
destination. No one will forget this absolutely brilliant trip. We would 
like to thank Mrs Snape, Mr Maddocks, Miss Kennedy and Mr Fry for 
giving us an amazing opportunity. We are looking forward to the trip to 
Pila next February.

 Year 7 and 8 students have been to the 
Conway Centre for a three day Performing 
Arts residential. 
Held during February Enrichment Week, the fifty students took part 
in dance workshops where they learned contemporary dance and 
ended the session with a performance of an exciting routine. The 
drama workshops focused on learning the tragic and gruesome 
history of the battles of the Menai Straits; the students then 
dramatised these events using physical theatre techniques.  

During the musical theatre workshop they learned songs from 
Titanic the musical; they then added drama to these songs and 
performed their ideas as a whole group. The visual arts workshop 
included a variety of techniques and activities: screen printing the 
students’ own faces, making clay heads and creating and decorating 
a plaster of Paris mask. 

The first evening included some brilliant outdoor activities such as 
Nightline where students were blindfolded and had to find their way 
through an assault course in the woods. They also took part in 
orienteering which meant exploring all of the stunning and extensive 
grounds of the Conway Centre. On the second evening, they 
attended a disco/karaoke, where they partied the night away! 

The Centre was brilliant, the food was fantastic, behaviour was 
exemplary and an amazing time was had by all. Thank you to all the 
students and teachers who attended.

James with friends.

“The drama workshops focused on learning the tragic and 
gruesome history of the battles of the Menai Straits”

By Luke Hargreaves



 NLA students have been involved 
in a community arts project on the 
theme of Past, Present, Future. 
The focus of the theme has been the immediate area 
around the Academy. Our students have looked at 
houses of the future while KS1 (5 year old) pupils from 
Beacon Primary School (pictured) have looked at houses 
of the present. Old Age Pensioners have recalled their 
memories of the area when they were young.

Each group has produced beautiful artwork in response to 
the theme. This will be professionally printed onto boards 
that will surround a new housing development for over 
seventy homes. The arts project has been in partnership 
with Breckfield & North Everton Neighbourhood Council 
Ltd., Keepmoat Homes and Liverpool City Council.

Our students designed possible houses of the future and 
their designs were scanned into a computer and 
coloured, using art software. Kye McDowall was the star 
of this project, creating a large number of imaginative 

designs. The primary pupils created prints of houses in 
their street. They also drew pictures of themselves 
playing in the street. Again, these images were 
scanned and used to create street scenes from the 
children’s work.

The OAPs brought in old photographs and maps of our 
area. Using an A-Z scan of the postcode, these photos 
were incorporated into jigsaw shapes, symbolising the 
idea of connections to the area. The project will be 
followed by the printing and installing of the boards. 
Congratulations to all who participated!

Two up, two down
Our students are also involved in an exciting project that is being run as part of the Liverpool Biennial Arts 
Festival. They have been working with the Dutch artist, Jeanne van Heeswijk, a practising architect. Students 
from Sheffield University and members of the Biennial Team are also involved in designing a dwelling that will 
be built in our area in the next two years.

There are lots of things they had to consider, including the needs of people living in the houses, reclaiming 
materials from the demolished houses and eco-efficiency. Watch this space!

Designing homes 
for the future
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Student Carina Jolly (pictured) launches a new section of The Academy Times.

Music scene

Lady Gaga - Born This Way 

 Lady Gaga’s latest release has embraced the number one spot in a 

staggering 15 countries. On top of this amazing feat, it also became the 

fastest selling single in iTunes history, selling one million copies in just 

five days.

With inspiring messages within the lyrics, Lady Gaga is able to reach out to everyone: “Don’t 

hide yourself in regret/ Just love yourself and you’re set.”

‘Born This Way’ is a true dance floor anthem. The chorus storms in and the beat is set. As Gaga 

reiterates the fact, ‘I was born this way’ it is quite clear her main focus is to be a spokesperson 

for everyone who has experienced inner turmoil. 

It is another chart topping success for Lady Gaga. Her message is simple and obvious - 

everyone is fine the way they are: it is how they were born and they should accept it. The strong 

message is spread throughout every word of the song and can be heard clearly in this epic track 

through the line ‘Love yourself today’.

Ke$ha - Blow  
 The latest addition to Ke$ha’s 
storming good fortune continues a 
wondrous dance party from its 
predecessor track ‘We R Who We R’.Both tracks can be found on her first EP ‘Cannibal’ a 

follow-up to her highly successful debut album 
‘Animal’. Opening with her signature laugh and a 
command of ‘Dance!’ it is clear that Ke$ha plans on 
taking you on a trip you are sure not to forget. She stomps through this track with a fistful of 

electro-pop and synth that is sure to get you up on 
the dance floor, with glittering effect. The constant 
‘This place about to blow’ will get stuck in your head 
whilst Ke$ha takes you through a world of heavy, 
pounding beats. It is another single that will top 
charts worldwide.
Unlike her previous tracks (Tik Tok, Your Love Is My 
Drug) Ke$ha seems to have matured more within 
her lyrics and with the sound of her music. Her debut 
single had an air of immaturity, menace and comedy 
- whereas her newer sounds have a darker sense of 
meaning behind them. Ke$ha’s dance parties are 
not yet over and she is taking the world by storm 
with her stomping tracks.

The Script - Live! 

Review by Shida Koka

 Since the release of their debut album The 

Script have shot to fame and it’s not hard to 

see why.

On top of their brilliant song writing, they have a wonderful 

interaction with the audience. Their amazing stage presence 

and vocal talent takes away the breath of everyone 

watching. The band kicked off their UK tour at the Echo 

Arena with ‘You Won't Feel A Thing’ and continued to power 

through the night with their biggest hits. 

The Script’s energy and emotion was incredible. Unable to 

handle all the excitement, people were fainting and had to be 

taken outside to recover. The whole experience was 

immense! They ended this unforgettable night singing their 

number one hit ‘Breakeven’. The emotion in the song was 

incredible; it was obvious how much it meant to everyone. 

The crowd were crying whilst singing - it was a spectacular 

sight and a brilliant way to start their journey around the UK.

Bruno Mars - Grenade 
 Following his huge success with ‘Just The Way You Are’ Bruno Mars keeps a running track of successful songs on his debut album, ‘Doo-wops & Hooligans’. The second single of his album ‘Grenade’ offers brilliant vocals mixed with a melodic beat.
Since the release of ‘Just The Way You Are’ Bruno Mars has captured the hearts (and ears) of thousands. There is no denying that his latest single can be described as an explosion of musical genius. It entered the charts at the number one spot and has held this position for two weeks running.

Describing the meaning behind ‘Grenade’ Bruno states: “The song is about loving someone so deeply, and the pain of knowing that the person you love does not feel the same.” With which we can only agree wholeheartedly!

 Fellow students! I hope this section of the 
newspaper will make you look forward to further 
issues of The Academy Times, more than usual!
It is dedicated to music - writing reviews for YOU and we hope you will also 
take part. Have you listened to any great albums/singles that you are dying to 
tell the world about? Why not write a review and send it our way! 

We’re aiming to run this as a student-based section and it’s all about the music 
YOU want to hear about. If you don’t want to write, just send in suggestions for 
artists/bands you want to see reviewed! In this edition we have a live 
review of The Script from their recent show at the Echo Arena.

Stay tuned for more great reviews! If you want to get in touch, throw 
an email my way and I will be sure to get back to you as soon as I 
can! 
Contact: 04jolly.c@northliverpoolacademy.co.uk

SCEN
EMUSIC

SCEN
EMUSIC
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By Georgia Graham and Colette Patten

 NLA has developed a partnership 
with The Regenda Group which 
manages homes for rent and sale 
across the region. 

The organisation sponsors our Year 9 football and 
cricket kits. It has also supported a project which 
involved ten of our Year 9 and 11 students 
exchanging memories of the area with residents. 

NLA students have volunteered to develop playground 
activities in primary schools. They attended a training 
day at Archbishop Beck Sports College, run by the 
Liverpool Schools Sports Partnership. Besides helping 
the local community, the students will be able to include 
their training and experience on their CVs. Well done to: 
Lauren Bresnahan, Amy Crompton, Molly Steel, Kerris 
Bennett, Nicole Usher and Sarah Hughes.

Ten students have attended a fitness day at the Tennis Centre, organised by the 
Liverpool Schools Sports Partnership. They took part in team building activities 
as well as an assault course run by Commando Joe’s. It was a great learning 
experience and the students had a fantastic time competing against five other 
schools from the Partnership.

By Nicola Jones and Chloe Challoner

 Do you want to learn how to create your own computer games and 
apps? Are you interested in animations? 
If the answer is ‘Yes’ then why not choose ICT for your next Enrichment activity? We chose Computer Game 
Design in ICT for our Enrichment and used a program called Scratch to make our version of the game Pong. We started by designing the background and bats used to hit 
the ball. Once we had everything, we added a code to make the program work. This allows two players to use the keyboard to move the bats around and play against each 
other. 

Then we added a code to the ball to make it move and bounce off the bats and walls. The hardest part was adding the score keeper to the game. This term we are making a 
car racing game and we will definitely do this Enrichment again. We think you would love it too! 

By Anthony Heard

 A level psychology students 
have been to see Derren Brown’s 
live tour ‘Svengali’ at the 
Liverpool Empire. 
We won tickets for working hard work during our 
extensive revision sessions and essay writing. The 
tour lived up to all expectations and was fantastic, 
including the excellent seats and exciting 
atmosphere. 

The audience was on the edge of their seats during 
the three hours as the magician and illusionist 
astonished us by predicting our actions. He 
guessed a person’s job simply by observing their 
body language and caused some of the audience’s 
hands to become wooden (including mine and Miss 
Gobin’s). We were amazed and baffled as to how 
he carried out his illusions and would definitely go 
to see him again. No one knows what to expect 
when it comes to Derren Brown! 

They also discussed the library building which we are 
hoping to get refurbished.  
 
As part of this project we went to a youth club called 
Creative Spaces on Vauxhall Road. We were 
introduced to three youth workers: Ronny, Michael and 
Dave. We were shown around the club where there 
was an office, a room for singing, and a room 
containing guitars. It was a really nice, quiet place and 
the area was peaceful.

Later in the project, Ronny, Michael and Dave took us to 
Everton Hills. We were given cameras and were shown 

pictures of what the area looked like back in the old 
days. We then took pictures of what the area looks 
like now.

We then went to the Maritime Lodge sheltered 
accommodation on Robson Street. We interviewed the 
elderly about what they did for entertainment when they 
were younger and what it was like growing up in the 
area. We filmed our interviews and showed the film at 
the awards ceremony at which we won trophies. At 
Christmas, some students from our hairdressing class 
went to houses on the Grizedale Estate where they 
gave out fruit and chocolate hampers to the elderly.

We would like to say a big Thank You to Mr McInerney, Miss 
Seavor and to Ronny, Michael and Dave and Clare from 
Regenda for letting us take part in this fascinating project.

Down memory lane

Primary 
playground 
leaders

Mind 
games

Commando 
Joe’s

Fun and games!

Media project: 
animal rescueI smell a rat....!
By Ashleigh Molloy

 Year 12 Media students have been 
working with the Freshfields Animal 
Rescue Centre.
As a part of our work for Unit 4, Working to a Brief, we had 
to create and edit documentaries for Freshfields, which 
described and underlined the main purposes of the Centre. 
These are: rehousing the animals; raising funds to support 
the animals; recruiting volunteers. The documentaries will 
help to raise awareness of the Centre and one or more of 
the completed projects will be put on the charity’s website.

As a part of the production process, our media teams 
visited Freshfields to shoot all the footage. We had to film 
interviews with the staff which emphasised their everyday 
routines and the roles of the volunteers at the Centre. We 
also had to obtain various shots and cutaways of the 
animals and have clear footage of the Centre and the 
facilities provided for the animals.

I found the project very interesting as it was based on a 
real life charity and it allowed me to play a role in an actual 
production team. This involved planning, designing, 
shooting and editing a documentary for a real cause. The 
fact that the project will help the Centre has been the most 
satisfying part and I hope it will develop further and that 
many more animals will be rehoused.

By Alen Abraham

 We have dissected a rat in 
Science Enrichment.
It was as big as a keyboard and was embalmed 
in chemicals. We cut it right down the middle 
and pinned the skin back with needles. The 
intestines looked like spaghetti and we had to 
slice through the rib cage to take out the lungs 
and heart. The rat’s ovaries were smaller than a 

pea and the fat was a creamy yellow.  We took 
a picture of the organs and then went home to 
tell our families all about it.

Another experiment was mixing chemicals to 
make elephant toothpaste. We dyed the 
mixture using food colourings and produced 
thick foam. This burst out of the bottles and 
went over the trays. It was amazing to see 
foam produced in different colours. We do 
really interesting experiments and I would give 
this one 9 out of 10. 
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Football focus

Cricket champs

Trampoline triumphs
 NLA was honoured to host the 
Liverpool Schools Sports Partnership 
(LSSP) competition.
All the students involved helped to prepare the sports hall for 
the event and acted as hosts for the visiting schools. As usual, 
their behaviour was exemplary as they warmly welcomed the 
visiting schools. Our students performed their routines and the 
skill section to the best of their ability and enjoyed the whole 
competition. 

We also had three of our Year 10 students judging the 
competition. They used the skills which they had gained on a 
judging course. This was held at NLA for our students and 
staff as well as for those from other schools.

NLA students have also taken part in a LSSP trampoline 
competition at St Francis of Assisi Academy. All the 
competitors were new to the sport but they wanted to take part 
in this Key Stage 3 competition. They had to demonstrate 
basic skills and then perform a sequence in front of 7 other 
teams from the north of Liverpool and Halton.
All the students performed to the best of their ability and were 
a credit to the school. Those taking part were: Demi Sheridan, 
Jessica Parker, Katie Puxley, Jessica Courtney.
Pictured are the teams taking part in the competitions.

 The NLA cricket team has 
kicked off the season with a 
new, fantastic kit.
The Regenda Group has kindly supplied them 
with new shirts and whites and the team is looking 
to build on their first season as North Liverpool 
Under 13s Indoor Champions and quarter-finalists 
in the Liverpool Cup. They practised hard in the 
indoor nets and couldn’t wait to start the new 
season. Joint captain Sam McMahon said: “We 
are really looking forward to winning more 
trophies this season in our new kit.”

Superb fightback 
It was extra time heartbreak for the boys’ sixth form team 
who were left shattered by a Liverpool Cup defeat against 
holders, Cardinal Heenan. 

Trailling 2-0 after 15 minutes, the spectators feared the 
worst. But an excellent header by Jordan Collett brought the 
game back to 2-1 before Heenan struck again to make the 
game 3-1 at the break. At half-time there were several 
tactical changes, which, coupled with a superb fighting spirit, 
saw the boys level the game at  3-3 (with two Jake Corke 
goals) and force extra time. Unfortunately, Heenan struck 
the final blow, scoring the last goal in the first period of extra 
time to secure a 4-3 win. 

Team manager Mr Mulholland said: “I am extremely proud of 
all the boys; the way we fought back and showed the 
excellent team spirit we have in the camp.”

The Year 9 team has played back to back games against 
Cardinal Heenan. The first was a 5-3 defeat in the league 
with NLA goals scored by Liam Newsham (2) and Jay Short. 
NLA won the next game 4-2 with a superb hat-trick from 
Liam Newsham.

Golden girls!
Years 7 and 8 girls’ teams are champions of the Liverpool Schools’ Development 
League. This is a great achievement and well done to:  Janine Eden, Hannah 
Lewington, Charlotte Powell, Lydia Jones, Caitlin Edwards, Aleisha Jones, Callie 
Shortall. The Year 7 ladies had huge success with winning the Merseyside 5-a-side 
Championship and coming runners-up when representing Merseyside in the North 
West competition. 

The Liverpool School Premier League Tournament team consists of players of all 
abilities and they demonstrated great skill and team spirit. The team is: Steph McCann 
(Captain), Caitlin Edwards, Janine Eden, Lydia Jones, Charlotte Powell, Hannah 
Lewington, Aleisha Jones and Sara Bicoza. Top scorers for the season were Caitlin 
Edwards with 43 goals and Janine Eden with 40.
 
The team attended the Premier League Schools Tournament, hosted by Liverpool FC 
at The Academy in Knowsley. They beat St John Bosco, South Liverpool Academy, 
Shorefields and St Julie’s, accumulating 23 goals in the process. 

They marched through to the semi-finals playing a very impressive St Julie’s A team. 
At half-time they were behind by 4-1 but in true LFC style, the girls fought back to win 
5-4, with excellent performances from Caitlin Edwards and Janine Eden scoring 5 
between them. In the final they were trailling St John Bosco A team but showed great 
belief in themselves to win the game 2-1. They will be representing Liverpool FC in the 
Premier League Nationals Tournament at Bolton’s Reebok Stadium.

 The girls have been fabulous and great 
ambassadors for the school. 
We played a total of 11 teams from September to March. The Year 7s 
finished the league in sixth place and the Year 8 team finished in tenth 
place. They regularly attended training and are getting better and better. 
We are training through the summer to improve our skills for next season. 
Well done girls on your great achievements. If any girls in Years 7, 8 and 9 
are interested in joining the team for next season, please see Mrs 
Challinor.

Year 7 team: Hannah Simpson (GA), Emily Simpson (GD), Callie 
Shortall (WD) Caitlin Broad (GS), Brittany Dunn (C), Hannah 
Lewington (GK), Catherine Palombella (WA), Ellie Jackson, Rachel 
Woods, Hope Rogers.

Year 8 team: Michaela Bates (GS), Kate Price (GA), Sarah Parry 
(GK), Ashleigh Laywood (GD), Megan Laywood (C), Jade Davey (WA), 
Steph McCann (WD), Courtney Barrett, Charlie Duffy.

Condover Hall 
As a reward for our teams’ performances we are taking the students away 
for the weekend to Condover Hall (pictured) in Shropshire from 15th-17th 
July. They will be participating in football and netball tournaments on the 
Saturday and on the Sunday they will be involved in activities such as 
abseiling, canoeing and high ropes. We are so proud of their commitment 
and determination. This is a fantastic and well deserved reward. 

Athletes, rounders and 
cricket players wanted! 

We are eager to get our summer teams up and running.  There are many 
activities on the summer Enrichment programme but we need to recruit 
teams for athletics, rounders and cricket. There will be leagues for 
rounders and cricket and an all day athletics event for both boys and girls. 
If you are interested in playing for these teams please see the following 
staff: Athletics - Mr Mulholland, Cricket - Mr Spencer, Rounders - Mrs 
Challinor or Miss Kennedy.

Netball news 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 
Athletics – ALL 
YEARS 
Mr Mulholland/ 
Mrs Snape & Miss 
Kennedy 

Netball – TEAMS 
ONLY 
Mrs Challinor 

Athletics- ALL 
YEARS 
Mr Mulholland/ 
Mrs Challinor 

Baseball- ALL YEARS 
Mr Mingaud 

Judo- ALL 
YEARS 
Judo Coach 

Tennis- ALL 
YEARS 
Mr  Mingaud 

Tennis- ALL 
YEARS 
Mr Spencer 

Tennis- ALL 
YEARS 
Mr Mulholland 

Cricket- ALL 
YEARS 
Mr Spencer 
 

Cricket – ALL 
YEARS 
Mr Spencer 

Girls Football- 
TEAMS ONLY 
Miss Kennedy 

Cricket- ALL  
YEARS 
Mr Spencer 

Rounders – ALL 
YEARS 
Mrs Challinor 

Fitness Suite 
Years 10, 11,12 & 
13 
Mr Mulholland 

Basketball- ALL 
YEARS 
Mr Mingaud 

Rounders- ALL 
YEARS 
Mrs Challinor/ 
Miss Kennedy 

Fitness Suite – 
Years 10,11,12 
& 13 
Mr Mingaud 

Handball- ALL 
YEARS 
Miss Kennedy 

Trampolining- ALL 
YEARS 
Mrs Snape 

Fitness Suite 
Years 10,11,12 
& 13 
Mrs Snape 

Boxing- ALL 
YEARS 
Boxing coach 
Derry Matthews 

Rock Climbing 
–ALL YEARS 
Mr Fry 

Cheerleading 
– ALL YEARS 
Cheerleading 
Coach 

Table Tennis- 
All YEARS 

Rugby- ALL YEARS 
Rugby coach 

 
 
 

Vigorboarding= ALL 
YEARs 
Coach Dan 
 

Coming soon  
 
ZUMBA!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

“At half-time there were 
several tactical changes, 

which, coupled with a superb 
fighting spirit, saw the boys 

level the game”
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