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A lad insane!

NLA students on nationwide TV
 Millions of viewers have 
watched NLA students discussing 
a piece of artwork on Channel 
Four.
For the primetime Three Minute Wonder (3MW) slot, 
which follows the main evening news, Leaving Las 
Vegas director, Mike Figgis, made a series of 
programmes which recorded people’s conversations 
about art.

Academy students from different Year groups gave 
forthright and often humorous opinions of the 
controversial sculpture featuring two neon tubes, by 
New York artist, John Chamberlain. Many students 
felt it was too modern and did not fit their view of what 
constitutes art. They were very surprised to discover it 
was actually created in 1969!

 
Filming had taken place at the Academy last 
summer when the artwork, from Liverpool Tate’s 
collection, was brought to the Academy. Mike Figgis 
also spent time speaking to Film Studies students, 
giving them a fascinating insight into his career.
Pictured are students discussing the artwork.  

Winter winner!
The Redmond 
Christmas 
tree was 
voted the best 
out of all the 
Houses with 
Mr McInerney 
and Miss 
Perischine's 
re-enactment 
of the Nativity. 
Full marks for 
innovation, 
Redmond!
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Enrichment Week Science

Sophie Williamson reports on 
the opening show in the 
Academy’s new building.Young leaders meet

    in Prague
 Performing Arts students 
have worked with students and 
teachers from departments 
such as Art and Technology and 
Dance and Drama clubs on a 
fantastic production of Aladdin. 
The show was performed in 
the brand new theatre where 
technology such as lighting, 
special effects and sound are 
much improved, adding to 
the audience’s experience. 
We had some of our best 
actors in the show as well as 
our most talented dancers, 
choreographed by sixth 
former, Abbey Jennings, who 
was also a main dancer.

The lead characters included Natalie Green as 
Aladdin, Jenna McGuinness as Princess B, Jack 
Jackson as Ali Genie, Will Worthington and Jake 
Moyles as Widow Twankey and Wishy Washy 
and Callum O’Rourke playing the baddy 
Abanazer.

The full cast, mostly sixth formers from Years 12 
and 13, were: Jade Gordon, Jenna McGuinness, 
Sophie Williamson, Heather Campbell, Natasha 
McMahon, Chloe Hesketh, Hannah Hamlet, 
William Worthington, Anthony Kearns, Angela 
Taylor, Natalie Green and Sammy Cottrell. 

In the Performing Arts department there are many 
talented dancers, some of whom would like to 
continue studying arts subjects at university. They 
include Chloe Shortall, Abbey Jennings, Sammi 
Micallef, Rosalind Roberts and Rachel Collins.

A lot of work was put into the production - making 
costumes, learning the lyrics, building the set and 
staff working with students. Teachers and sixth 
formers worked very hard to make it a creative 
and enjoyable performance. All the time spent in 
rehearsals drove us insane but it meant the show 
was a huge success! 

See page 6 for 
more pictures 
from the 
production.

 Young future leaders from 
North Liverpool Academy 
and Breckfield and North 
Everton Neighbourhood 
Council (BNENC) have 
attended the International 
Leadership Conference in 
the Czech Republic.  
The young people secured funding by 
convincing a Dragon’s Den style panel 
(Youth Opportunity Fund) that their voice 
should be heard in mainland Europe. During 
the trip, they visited a local school where they 
met other UK and Prague students to discuss 
their communities.  They also joined a World 
Cafe Event where they spoke as equals with 
adults from around the world. “It surprised me 
that even though we come from different 
areas, the issues such as gangs and drugs 
are the same.  It was great sharing our 
stories and ideas,” said Ryan Fellows.

The students were chosen because they 
have been involved with community work as 
volunteers at the Lighthouse new youth café. 

They have also been very active with the 
Future Search project, where the school 
works in partnership with community groups 
to tackle local issues. This has given them 
a great insight into how the community 
operates and it gives them the skills to 
become future leaders. The students 
received high praise from everyone they 
met including the President of the 
International Leadership Association who 
said the students were an inspiration. 

Chelsea Doran addressed an audience of 
650 people made up of delegates from 
around the world and she called on young 
people to be given an equal voice in 
decision making. Ms Crew (NLA Student 
Needs’ Co-ordinator) said: “I was blown 
away by how wonderful the students are; 
they supported each other as a team and 
spoke with knowledge and confidence 
about the issues they really care about. I 
have no doubt they are destined for great 
things!” 

Next year, the conference is to be held in 
Boston and already the students are 
planning to seek funding to attend which 
would allow them to spread their ideas 
beyond Europe to students worldwide. “I 
came home and asked my dad to buy me 
The Guardian as I wanted to find out more 
about politics because I was inspired by 

how much the Prague students knew about 
world issues,” said Year 12 student Charlie 
Vaill.
   
The trip to Prague was timely as it coincided 
with the twentieth anniversary of the ‘Velvet 
Revolution’ celebrating the achievements of a 
group of students who kick-started a peaceful 
protest that saw the downfall of the 
communist government which had been 
ruling for 40 years. 

The students involved were; Natalie Green, 
Charlie Vaill, Ryan Fellows, Chelsea Doran, 
Abbie Boardman, Tom Barry, Elliot Wilson, 
Jack Wilkinson. Chelsea Doran commented: 
“When I went to Prague I enjoyed spending 
time with new people and talking about the 
community. I am thankful that I had the 
opportunity to do this as it has been a great 
experience for me.” Abbie Boardman added: 
“I enjoyed having the chance to share views 
with others and meet new people as well as 
sightseeing around Prague and learning 
about Czech culture.”
See page 2 for more pictures and our 
Caption Competition!
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Teacher feature: 
Mr Sofayo

Poetry corner

Sweeperzone

Continued from page 1……

Young leaders 
meet in Prague

Break 
dance!By Jessica Potter, Year 7

 My dad took me to Breckfield School, by Liverpool’s 
ground, where Eddy was waiting for us. 

He took Miss Price, Beth, Josh, David and myself inside the school to get our road 
sweepers’ coats, litter pickers and a bag. Eddy told us to be on our best behaviour as we 
went out of the school gate and began walking around the stadium picking up litter. 

After about 25 minutes we had filled a full bag with loads of rubbish. Miss Price took us all 
to the big bins and lifted the lid up as we all worked together to push the heavy bag inside. 
After we had filled another bag, there was about an hour and a half left until the match 
started. For another half an hour we picked up rubbish and then looked about for more. 
There was no more left around the ground so we decided to head back. We stopped by 
some police horses and began to stroke them - they felt so soft.

At last we arrived back at the school and Eddy gave us each a packet of crisps, a Dairy 
Milk and a carton of drink. There was now only 20 minutes left before the game began so 
we headed back to the ground, ready to take our seats.

As we entered the ground, we could hear the Lyon fans singing along with the Liverpool 
fans. Already I had got a headache! We found our row and sat down with a good view of 
the pitch. The referee blew his whistle and the game kicked off.

After full time, with a score of 2:1 to Lyon, we decided to go before extra time started, as 
Liverpool couldn’t catch up. Even if they did, it would have gone to penalties. As my dad 
picked me up, I told him everything about my evening. I even said that it was a good 
game…as I support Everton!

Picture Caption Competition
What on earth is going on in the picture 
of our inspirational students in Prague 
with Mr McInerney and Ms Crew? Prizes 
are available for the funniest caption. 
Write your name, form and caption on a 
slip of paper and hand your entries in at 
the Student Services desk.

 Students love to boogie at 
break time and between 
lessons with a quick blast of 
our favourite tunes. As a 
reward for achieving the best 
attendance, one form gets the 
chance to choose the music 
for the following week. Here’s 
our rundown of the NLA charts 
so far:
Mission Impossible by Ialo Schifrin;  In the 
Jungle  by The Beach Boys;
Beautiful Day by U2;  Sweet Dreams  by 
Beyonce;
Break Your Heart by Tao Cruise;  Holiday  by 
Dizzy Rascal;
I Need U by Ndubz;  The Way you Make Me 
Feel by Michael Jackson;
Tick Tock by Keisha;  Million Dollar Bill by 
Whitney Houston;
YMCA by The Village People;  007 by Monty 
Norman;
Barbie Girl by Aqua; Christmas Medley.

By Adam Challoner

 Mr Sofayo is one of the North Liverpool Academy's 
most innovative maths teachers.
He is liked and respected by many students within the NLA, but who is he? Mr Sofayo is 
originally from Nigeria. Before teaching at our school, he taught at West Derby 
Comprehensive. Mr Sofayo expects his classes to have the same respect for him that he 
had for his teachers when he was a student.

When he was younger, he had a burning ambition to become an engineer, an aspiration 
that was later achieved in his life when he worked as a systems and telecoms engineer, 
a job requiring a considerable amount of intelligence. 

However, Mr Sofayo seriously considered the possibility of passing on his prestigious 
knowledge to the next generation by teaching. He therefore embarked on a course 
leading to a teaching qualification. It is a job he dearly loves and he has recently become 
mildly famous within the NLA with his hit song Funky Algebra. 

What if he forgets?

Christmas Eve at last; the snow falling thick and fast.
I feel warm and snug in my new woollen gloves, standing outside the shop 
My eyes hurt as I look up at the twinkling lights. 

Then I thought - did I write my wish list to Santa Claus? 
I felt my tummy go all funny. 
As I walked home in the snow, retracing my steps 
I thought, how could I forget?
As soon as I got out of the cold, I ran up to my room and boom! 
There it was, clear as crystal.

I hurried down the stairs quick as I could 
Dived under the tree and left my note for Santa to see.
That night I lay in my bed hoping to God he didn’t forget. 
Then out of the blue I heard someone sneeze 
“ACHOO”
It was not mum or dad!

I got out of bed, thoughts running through my head.
I tiptoed down the stairs and edged my way into the living room 
There, clear as gold, the man himself: Santa Claus. 
I rubbed my eyes just to make sure. 

He turned to me, smiled and said: “You didn’t think I would forget, now off 
to bed.”
I smiled and went back up to bed. 
From that night on I will never forget I saw Santa Claus.
And he never forgets!
By Angela Taylor

North Liverpool Academy
North Liverpool Academy,
Is a great big school,
With our posh uniform,
You’ll look very cool.

I can’t wait for Year 8,
It’s not too early to tell,
I like all my teachers,
And all my classes as well.

Everyone’s really friendly,
In the inside and the out,
So if you need them, ask them something,
There’s no need to shout.

Up to now I like my lessons,
My favourite subjects are Art and Rap,
So by the time I’ve gone home and eaten,
I feel like taking a nap.
By Jade Davey

Make up a caption for this picture!

Elliot states his opinions!
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Business 
and Enterprise 
in Media

Environmental Art 
field studies 

Heard about the 
drummer...?

 A group of North Liverpool Academy and 
Alsop sixth form Art and Photography 
students have taken part in a field studies 
event to explore environmental and 
landscape art.
Landscape art creates artworks from natural things, such as pebbles 
and leaves that are found in a certain location. Construction techniques 
are also natural, for example, attaching objects with thorns. The 
resulting art pieces are photographed within their natural setting and 
only last for a short period of time.

The main artist who works in this way is Andrew Goldsworthy and his 
ingenious work is highly recommended for any budding artists. Websites 
featuring his work are: http://www.goldsworthy.cc.gla.ac.uk/browse 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andy_Goldsworthy . 
The Art department also has some excellent books on this artist. 
Our students are pictured pursuing their activities around the river 
valley at Loggerheads. 

By Alex Davies

 I’m 15 years old and I aspire to be one of 
the best drummers in the world one day!
My ambition started on an ordinary night when I was on the computer 
and my dad showed me a newspaper advert for a Rock School project. 
It was promoted by The Cavern to give unknown talents the chance to 
learn at the feet of professional musicians.
 
The £300 course would run for 10 weeks and the students would be 
attending on weekend mornings. The first 6 weeks involved tuition on 
your chosen instrument and the next 4 would include band practice. The 
bands would be chosen according to ability, so people with the same 
ability/experience would be placed together. By the final week the band 
would have learnt two songs to perform on the stage of ‘the most 
famous club in the world’ - The Cavern.

I then came across another advert - ‘Win your place at Rock School!’ My 
eyes lit up; I have never believed in competitions like this, but I thought... 
what have I got to lose? The competition asked a simple music question, 
which I could answer, so I sent it in hoping for a reply. The waiting went 
on for weeks - I had given up all hope. 

Then one day... I checked my emails, and there it was! I had been 
shortlisted for the first prize! A free place at The Cavern Rock School... I 
was so happy... but then I had to go and audition, I couldn't celebrate 
just yet.

At the audition my nerves were kicking in, but I thought to myself, 
nothing to lose here... just do my stuff and, hopefully, I'll win that prize! It 
wasn't as easy as it seemed, walking into such an historic place where it 
all began. It felt daunting. I could see people with guitar cases coming 
out of the auditions - they were older than my dad!

I kept my head high, and entered with my drum sticks clenched in my 
steely grip. Confident but anxious, I met the musical director of The 
Cavern. He asked a few questions and then I had to play on, basically, a 
couple of pots and tins! I only had two drums with no cymbals. However, 
he seemed impressed with what I could do but I thought he wouldn’t get 
back to me. Yet again, after waiting and waiting, I got that email... 

‘Hi Alex,
It was between three people for the first prize of a free place and I’m 
very pleased you have won the competition to join the first Cavern 
Rock School! I think you’ve got lots of potential as a drummer and will 
benefit greatly from the course. Well done!
Jon Keats’

There it was... amazing! I believed in myself and I achieved - all the 
hard work had paid off. I now play the drums as much as I can and 
practise every day. It's not just an urge to practise in order to get 
better, but it’s a response to an inspiration also. You can do anything if 
you put your mind to it. I am inspired by many musicians and this is 
what I want in life... everyone has their own talent, there is no limit to 
what you can achieve - you get out what you put in. Pursue your 
dreams and ambitions... they’re only around the corner.

By the way - you’re probably wondering how the gig went, but that’s 
another whole story......

By Daniel Smith

 Media Production course students have been 
very lucky to work with local radio stations, 
Radio Merseyside and Radio City.
We had to create an advert, to be played on Radio City, to promote the Pink 
and Powerful event at the NLA (as featured on pages 4 and 5). The event takes 
place each year to raise money for breast cancer charities and only women are 
allowed to attend. The night itself includes many different activities such as a 
catwalk fashion show and presentations by motivational speakers. 
Refreshments are also available.

In order to help us create the advert, the Radio City bus visited our school. It 
was kitted out with a number of macbooks (Apple Mac laptops) and a sound 
studio which allowed us to successfully create our radio advert. We had to write 
a script to be read out by a girl promoting everything that the Pink and Powerful 
event was offering. We then had to match it to a tune to make the advert catchy 
and it had to last for 30 seconds. Before the Pink and Powerful event, our 
advert was played throughout the school over the tannoy and it helped to make 
the night a great success. 

We have also been working closely with Radio Merseyside and the Billy Butler 
Show. Laura Walsh (Poet in Residence at Radio Merseyside) visited the school 
to deliver our brief. This included creating both a radio jingle, advertising the 
show and also a television advert. 

As part of our preparation for creating the radio jingle, we have had to go to the 
town centre with questionnaires about Radio Merseyside and gather ‘vox pops’ 
of people giving their opinions. We then had to create a song on Garage Band, 
using many different sounds overlapping. Then we added the public’s 
comments to the song and our radio jingle was finished. We are currently 
planning our television advert and have some good ideas.  

Working with real briefs, set by professionals in the media industries, really 
helps us to develop our skills and knowledge and it is a great way to learn.

Pictured is Alex with a fellow competitor and Chris Sharrock (former drummer with 
Robbie Williams’ band and Oasis) and Tony the drum tutor on the Rock School course.
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Pink and Powerful……
 This year’s Pink and Powerful event was a 
fantastic evening with more than 680 people 
attending. 
It took place in the main foyer of the new Academy building, with the dramatic 
backdrop adding to the whole look of the event. People started to arrive from 
5.30pm and were greeted by showgirls serving pink non-alcoholic champagne, 
performers on stilts dressed as performing clowns, balloon magicians and 
jugglers. There were over 15 community organisations attending on the evening, 
offering help and advice on issues relating to women such as: beauty therapy, 
jobs, breast cancer awareness, advice on domestic violence, cocktail makers, 
City Safe initiatives and many others. 

The evening started with Mr Fry, one of our fantastic teachers, making a last 
minute appearance as our compere, and saving the day as Miss Vernon had 
fallen ill. The Performing Arts team, who had worked tirelessly on the event, rolled 
out talented female students time after time with each performance. Even the 
filming of the event was carried out by female media students.

As the evening progressed, guest speakers gave inspiring stories of how they 
became the people they are today. These included Helen King, Assistant Chief 
Constable of Merseyside Police and Rachel Brown, Everton and England 
goalkeeper. The Everton Cheerleaders and Sammi Cottrell entertained us with 
spectacular dancing and singing before we had a break for some much needed 
refreshments.

After eating a mixture of fine food prepared by the ever fantastic catering staff, the 
evening got into full swing once again. Opening the second half of the show was 
Natalie Green, one of our sixth form students, supported by Ms Crew. She gave 
us a report on NLA’s recent trip to Prague, where they had taken part in an 
international youth conference on community. 
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……back for more!
 For the fashion show, all the models’ clothes 
were provided by Vera Mode, Dorothy Perkins and 
New Look. 
The girls looked amazing, dancing and posing for the audience. Karen Johnson, 
who owns her own cake-making business, was the last guest speaker. She told 
us how hard it was to achieve your goals but that it is worth it when you get there. 
The evening drew to a close after raffle prizes had been drawn and everyone was 
also given a pink goody bag as they left. 

What a night we all had and what a fabulous cause for us to raise money for. In 
total, we raised just under £800 for Breast Cancer Tickled Pink, which was largely 
down to our 20 pink princesses who did a fantastic job selling raffle tickets, drinks 
and cakes on the evening.

Mr Chadwick, who organised the event, would like to say special thanks to: the 
Performing Arts team, especially Miss Harrison, Miss Jones, Miss Doran, Mrs 
Prendergast and Miss Williams; the pink princesses; the office staff, who never let 
us down; Mrs Rawling and Mrs Collins; Mr Mann and the facilities staff; Linda, 
Elaine and Corinne and all the teaching staff who very kindly supported the event. 
Thank you to you all!
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Postcard from 
an undergrad
By Steph Green

 Well, doesn’t this bring back 
memories? Writing for the good 
old Academy Times - only this 
time from university. 
I graduated from the NLA last summer and 
successfully gained a place at the University of 
Birmingham to study English and Drama (Joint 
Honours BA) and I’m loving it! 

It all started on results day when I got the grades I 
needed to confirm the place they’d offered me. I 
was ecstatic and couldn’t wait to celebrate, pack 
and start a whole new part of my life, in a whole 
new city!

Week One was Freshers’ Week, which meant lots 
of new people, new places and plenty of madness. 
I moved into Halls of Residence and made 
fantastic friends with whom I have enjoyed some 
amazing times and look forward to more over the 
next three years. I’ve also met so many different 

people, from all kinds of backgrounds and 
procured the nickname ‘The Liverpool One’ - at 
least during the first week! 

Introductions over and we were into Week Two 
which saw the start of lectures and seminars, 
which are a vital part of studying at university. 
We were introduced into a wide range of topics, 
some I’d come across before, some new and 
very interesting. Lectures are always an insight 
into a subject which you can then follow up in 
seminars (classes), study groups or 
independent study using our amazing library. 

I completed plenty of research and reading to 
make sure I was getting the most out of every 
lecture and seminar - for which there’s plenty of 
time because this isn’t your average 8.30-2.55 
day. You could be in lectures for only an hour a 
day, with the rest of your time spent reading or 
joining clubs, playing sports or taking a well 
earned rest.  But why rest when there’s so much 
to do!

Week Three saw everybody settling into their 
timetable, getting to know the city and perhaps, 

like me, starting part-time jobs to support us 
in-between studying.  Next came the household 
chores such as laundry and shopping. However, 
with six flatmates it’s no hard task as long as 
everyone does their bit. In Week Four I had a 
small break from my studies to jot this note to you 
all at the Academy...

My advice is to use every resource and opportunity 
that the Academy is willing to throw at you, and as 
you know, there’s plenty. Sixth formers, especially, 
have their own dedicated staff looking after their 
needs, pushing people to do their best and aim 
high. Work hard and you’ll achieve great things, 
use the school and you’ll reap the rewards - shoot 
for the stars! 

I would like to thank everyone at the North 
Liverpool Academy who helped to make me who I 
am and get me where I am today - at one of the 
country’s best universities, with great results and 
having a fantastic time.

Continued from page 1……

A lad insane!

University 
support

A wonderful sixth form!

Under pressure

 Our dedicated support team led by Mr Giles, 
Director of Sixth Form, works extremely hard to 
ensure students receive the best support possible 
to help them through the complicated university 
application process.
Here are some of the ways in which we help our students with this crucial next 
phase of their education: 

* we offer a 10 week ‘Preparing for University’ programme which allows students 
to consider why they should be applying for university, amongst other questions

* we take the students to universities for Open Days to allow them to experience 
student life

* we held a UCAS afternoon in school, helping students get to grips with their 
electronic applications

* all students receive a "How to write the perfect personal statement" booklet

* the form tutors, graduate mentors and Director of 6th Form support the 
students right through the  process. 
 
 So far, 55 students have completed their applications and sent them off. Many 
of these are now seeing the fruits of their labours as university offers start to 
arrive. Our sixth formers now have to ensure they achieve those all important 
grades!

A sixth former’s perspective
By Charlie Bowden

 Year 13 is a busy year because there is all the 
normal sixth form work, as well as applying for 
university through UCAS – which was one of the 
most stressful things I’ve done in sixth form! 
But now, I’ve had offers for university already and I can’t wait to go, so it was all 
worth it in the end. First of all you have to choose the course you want to do. 
This was easy for me because I have always wanted to work in the film industry. 

It’s best to think hard about what you want to do before you start to apply. Then 
there is choosing the right university. I was sure I wanted to go to Edge Hill 
because I’d been there with the school and it offers the best course for me. 
Writing the personal statement was difficult but my form tutor helped me and 
checked that I had done the best job I could do.

 Jessica Peake (Lead Learner for Child Care) 
and Kathryn Sweeney made a valuable 
contribution to the recent NLA Sixth Form Open 
Evening. 
They demonstrated excellent communication skills when answering questions 
from prospective students and their parents/carers about the BTEC National 
Diploma in Children’s Care, Learning and Development course. They were 
both fantastic ambassadors for the Academy! Joanne Stones must also be 
mentioned for her work in supporting the Health and Social Care course.

By Angela Taylor Yr 12    

 HELP! Deadline pressure and most of my 
coursework has to be finished.  
It’s not easy being a 6th former, especially when you have deadlines to finish 
all your coursework and have to revise for exams.  You don’t have enough 
time for yourself and sometimes I feel like I am about to have a nervous 
breakdown! 

But I always find that help is just around the corner. If I am stuck, I ask one of 
my teachers for help or I find my own solution. If I feel stressed I calm myself 
down or I listen to my music. Sometimes, I find talking to my friends can help 
if I have a problem which I need to sort out - I can always rely on them. 

Exam pressure can be bad, especially if you have so many exams and you 
don’t know where to start. I started preparing for my maths exam as soon as 
we started in September and I also have to get my Photography and my 
Travel and Tourism coursework completed. 

However, my advice to anyone wanting to join 6th form would be to work 
hard and enjoy every minute of it!

“I completed plenty of research 
and reading to make sure I 
was getting the most out of 
every lecture and seminar.”

“My advice is to use 
every resource and 
opportunity that the 

Academy is willing to 
throw at you, and as you 

know, there’s plenty.”
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Poetry corner

Community focus

Enrichment Week - Science update

Meet Bob Blanchard: Community 
Leader and NLA School Governor  

Remember

Remember the men who gave their lives 
Remember the sorrow of mourning wives 
Remember the men crying out in pain 
“Back, back to the abyss from whence you came 
This war brings death, not money nor fame” 

Remember the injustice, the heartless decrees 
To be shot at dawn despite their desperate pleas 
Remember the fear coursing through their veins 
Of imminent death and unbearable pains 

Remember the men who gave their lives 
Remember the sorrow of weeping wives 
Remember now, remember forever 
Remember the day, the 11th of November. 
By Adam Challoner 

My Home and Family

My house is somewhere in Liverpool,
With one father and one mother,
Who have lived here for a very long time,
With my sister and stepbrother.

I like it where I live,
I have grown up here,
I’ve loved every minute of it,
With some of my family very near.

I have a good family,
I have a good home,
With all my family with me,
I have a room on my own.

I love my family,
I love my home,
I love my mum’s cooking,
Especially her Scouse.  
By Jade Davey

 We are very excited to announce the 
introduction of the NLA Parent Advisory 
Academy.  
The group will meet in the school to discuss and plan events at the 
Academy such as Pink and Powerful and Dads and Lads. They will also 
have an important role, as a valuable focus group, in sharing their ideas 
and opinions on school life. We are looking to welcome volunteer 
parents from all backgrounds and cultures to join us to ensure we do 
the very best for our students.   They will be required to meet on a 
regular basis.  Full training and support will be given and we are 
confident they will find it both interesting and fun. 

If you would like to volunteer please contact Ms Crew on 
D.crew@northliverpoolacademy.co.uk  or alternatively call 07590 
356279. 

Win a TV/DVD and have lots of family fun too! 
Would you like to spend more time doing family activities and having fun?  
Are you fed up with the dark cold winter nights and would like to get out 
and make more friends?  If you have answered yes to any of these 
questions then why don’t you and your family join us for our free Families 
And Schools Together (FAST) project. 

Over a ten week period, you will meet once a week on Thursdays from 
4-6pm at the school where you will cook and eat together with other 
families in our state of the art facilities. This will be followed with games 
and activities for the whole family. It is open to all families, however, we 
are particularly keen to hear from families of Year 7 students who will be 
given first preference. 

All families that complete the project will be entered into a draw for a flat 
screen TV/ DVD! If you would like to be involved please contact Ms Crew 
as soon as possible as we are expecting a lot of interest in this project.

Interview by Charlie Vaill 

1.Did you grow up in the area?
Yes, I’ve lived in the area all my life apart from when I joined the army in 
1976.

2. What was it like growing up around Everton?
I really enjoyed it as there were lots of things to do. Churches had their 
own football teams, there were lots of youth groups and the parks were 
safe and fun to play in. More importantly there were no gangs, it was a 
safe area. It was also a lot cleaner and there was no graffiti and fewer 
cars on the road which made it safer to play outside your own home.

3. Who do you admire?
Artists, musicians like The Beatles, world leaders like Nelson Mandela 
and all people who strive for peace.

4. Do you think young people are any different today than they 
were 10-20 years ago?
Young people have a lot more problems to deal with such as crime, and 
drugs are more freely available from a younger age. Young people have 
to cope with unemployment and fewer affordable homes. It is tough 
being young today; they really have to make the most of their 
opportunities to get on in life. 

5. What made you want to get involved in the community?
I finished the army in the 1980s, worked in the building trade but then 
the building trade collapsed. I became involved in voluntary work and 
enjoyed the feeling of achieving something positive - I was hooked!  
This led to me getting involved with the social services volunteer project 

and into community work, where I started doing 
voluntary work with BNENC (Breckfield and 
North Everton Neighbourhood Council). 
Working with others, I have helped to build it 
from an idea to the success it is today. 

6. What did you want to do as a career when 
you were my age?
I was lucky, I got my dream by joining the army and now I love the work I 
do in the community. 

7. What do you do within the community?
My job is varied, which I like. For example, I recruit and train volunteers 
and help with funding and development. I work with other partners on the 
plans for the regeneration of the area and I am currently working with PCT 
who are developing a new primary health centre and other projects. I am 
also a community governor for the NLA.  I enjoy being outdoors and this is 
possible because of the cycle training and gardening/allotment projects I 
work on. There are too many things to name here but, as you can imagine, 
I am very busy.  

8. What is your opinion of the Future Search project that the NLA 
introduced?
I think it is an excellent idea; it has brought a lot of people together and 
has given young people a voice. I think it is vital that we listen and learn 
and involve young people in decision making as much as possible 
because they are the future.

The Academy Times would like to thank Bob for giving up his time 
for this interview in what is obviously a very busy schedule.
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By Miss Condell

 Year 8 had a fabulous day when they took 
part in four fun activities organised by the 
Science and Health Faculty in October 
Enrichment Week. 
All the activities were based on the ECM themes of Staying Safe and 
Being Healthy. One group studied the environment and made an 
'emotion/pledge tree'. Another group took part in 'bush-tucker-trails' and 
tried lots of different healthy foods. They then made a diet up from their 
experiments. 

Another session was about staying safe on the roads around school. The 
students made videos to demonstrate aspects of their findings. The final 
group looked closely at what we like to eat and what these foods contain.
 
At the end of the day a presentation assembly was held to celebrate the 
achievements of our wonderful students!

“One group studied the 
environment and made 

an 'emotion/pledge 
tree'.”

“The students made 
videos to demonstrate 

aspects of their 
findings.”
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Brightening up our day

I’m a Technologist and an Artist, Get Me Out of Here.

By Mr Smith, Head of Arts Faculty

 You have probably noticed 
the new artwork that has 
been exhibited in the 
refectory, opposite reception 
and in certain corridors. 
What you might not know is that this work 
has just been returned after being 
exhibited at the Walker Art Gallery and 
also in a national ‘Find Your Talent’ 
showcase. Our school had FOUR times 
the amount of pictures exhibited compared 
to other invited, participating schools and 
colleges.
 
The work was created by Year 12 and 13 
students as part of their Art and 
Photography courses. I'm sure you'll agree 
with me that they are extremely 
professional looking and are either very 
beautiful or striking images. Most of the 
students who created these pictures had 
not taken Art at KS4 (GCSE), opting for 
other subjects at the end of Year 8. It 
clearly shows that they had lost none of 
their creativity in the meantime.
 
I hope you enjoy looking at the work and 
that they brighten up everyone’s day as 
you move around the building or eat your 
lunch. More artwork is planned for the 
central area - watch this space!

Marvellous 
Marc
By Adam Challoner

 Marc Hughes is a social worker 
who is now working at the North 
Liverpool Academy.
Previously, he worked in Alsop High School as part of 
the Walton youth project and his role is to support young 
people in achieving what they wish to achieve in the non- 
academic aspects of school life. 

Marc aims to improve young people’s self-esteem and to 
discourage students from missing school, through 
arranging fun activities. He is available at dinner times 
and assemblies if students want to speak to him. Ask Ms 
Crew if you need to find him. 

Being a professional, full-time youth worker is no easy 
task. Youth work requires a diploma or degree in 
childcare. Marc first became interested in youth work 
when his older sister, who was a youth worker, 
introduced him and his friends to youth work activities.

Like many school aged boys, Marc originally aspired to 
be a footballer. Throughout his life, his ambitions varied 
until setting his sights on youth work at age twenty. Marc 
has even had a taste of fame as he had a background 
role in Hollyoaks, the popular TV programme. 

His general advice to students at the NLA is to believe in 
yourself. For those who may aspire to role models like 
Marc, his advice is to have patience, for achievement of 
your ambition does not come quickly. 

And finally… the c at the end of his name was not on his 
birth certificate. Due to his sister teaching him to write, 
she taught him to spell his name with a c, so as not to be 
confused with Mark Hughes, the famous footballer! 

 Russell are Kings and Queens 
of the Jungle!

During October Enrichment Week, Technology, 
Art and Performing Arts teamed up to create a 
unique experience for the new Year 7 with the 
North Liverpool Academy version of the famous 
TV programme.

Food based Bush Tucker trials, Super Soup 
challenges, Jungle drums (music), Theme Tune 
designing were just some of the many and varied 
activities on offer. In addition, there was Bridge 
Building, Tent Building and creating Animal Litter 
Pickers, using the laser cutter. 

The Academy Enterprise gems of Problem 
Solving, Teamwork, Determination, Risk Taking 
and Creativity were certainly addressed in 
abundance and the students didn't want to say 
I'm a Technologist Get Me Out Of Here because 
they were having too much fun!

Here are some of the student comments about the 
best part of the day: “Doing the tent challenge,” 
Bethney Swindles. “Designing a theme tune,” 
Thomas Evans. “Bush Tucker trials,” Thomas Collins. 
“Making soup,” Jamie Mulloy.

First day of Year 7: then and now
A comparison by Adam Challoner

 The first day in Year 7! It can 
be a daunting day for many 
pupils as it was for me.

I started at the North Liverpool Academy in 
September, 2007 and I remember thinking: 
Where would I go? What would I have to do? 
All of these questions contributed to my fear. 
Now, in Year 9, things have changed. I wake in 

the morning, not fearing the day ahead, but full of 
hungry anticipation. 

On my first day, my biggest fear was getting 
around the building. There were so many different 
classes, so many rooms. But the teachers 
provided the answer, they were always happy to 
help. So, if you get lost in school, never hesitate to 
ask a teacher. Now, I can navigate my way to 
lessons with ease.

Going from Year 6 to Year 7 may seem like a big 
change in school work as well, but it is not. In Year 7, 

you recap a lot of what you learnt at primary school. 
However, some hard work and challenges will come up. 
The best way to deal with them is to listen to the teacher 
who will explain everything to you and who will repeat 
anything you do not understand.  

Making new friends is all part of attending a different 
school. Many of your friends may have gone to other 
schools but making new friends is easy. Just search for 
people whose personality suits yours or someone who 
has lots in common with you.
New schools may seem scary, but really, it’s just a case 
of knowing what to do.

“What you might not know is that this work has just been returned after being exhibited at the Walker Art 
Gallery and also in a national ‘Find Your Talent’ showcase.”
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