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Simply the best

Liverpool My World
 There are a thousand reasons 
to be proud of the students at 
North Liverpool Academy.  

One reason is the way they behave on school trips: 
they wear their uniform with pride and always leave a 
really positive impression on those they meet. This 
was certainly true during the latest Liverpool My 
World Day. The purpose of the Day is for students to 
learn about the people who make Liverpool their 
home and the different cultures who are proud to call 
themselves Scousers.  

Year 7 learned all about Irish culture and visited a 
local church, St George’s.  They did an exercise to 
see if their name was Irish - many of them found out 
that they have Irish ancestors. Year 8 have been 
studying the Holocaust and they have looked at the 

Middle East. They visited the Mosque in Toxteth 
and the Synagogue in Princes Park. The students 
really enjoyed these visits which helped them to put 
a voice to people they only see from afar.  

Year 9 experienced Indian culture - they had a yoga 
session and took part in Bollywood dancing. They 
also played an exciting Indian sport called Kabbadi. 
Year 10 had a Chinese culture day which included 
sessions on calligraphy, painting, paper folding and 
cookery. They also visited the Duldzin Buddhist 
Centre to learn about Buddhism and to experience 
a short meditation.

Each year, more and more parents support us by 
making sure their sons and daughters are able to 
attend these visits. Thank you very much for this - 
it’s only by building bridges of understanding that 
we can build a peaceful community together.  

Practice Makes Perfect Welcome Year 7 Dads ‘n’ Lads Celebrating In Style

 North Liverpool Academy 
has now moved into its 
fantastic new building on 
Heyworth Street. 
The Priory Road site has closed and NLA 
students and staff are now in their brand new 
home. During the July Enrichment Week, we 
were all given the opportunity to walk up to the 
new building for a preview. Our photographers 
were there to capture those first reactions! 
Everyone was dumbstruck by the beauty and 
scale of our wonderful new facilities.

Eye to the future
 
Last term, Mr McInerney and Mrs Boyle led an 
Art and Creative Writing workshop with Year 10, 
designed to explore their hopes and dreams for 
the new building. 

The aim of the project was to produce a unique 
interactive artwork for the new school. A piece of 
artwork was taken from a painting by student 
Nicola Duggan. It was enlarged to 9ft wide and 
6ft tall and printed on canvas by a local artist, 
Stephen Collett. What makes the ‘Eye’ very 
unusual is that close-up it is not clear what the 
picture is. However, from a distance the secret 
reveals a striking picture. 

 
The students were invited to write directly onto 
the artwork expressing their hopes and dreams 
for the future. Afterwards, in true art gallery style, 
we washed our ideas down with mountains of 
cake and non-alcoholic champagne and toasted 
THE FUTURE! The artwork is now displayed in 
our awe-inspiring new school.
See page 3 for a picture of the artwork and 
our students’ quotes.

“Everyone was dumbstruck by the beauty 
and scale of our wonderful new facilities.”

“The purpose of 
the Day is for 

students to learn 
about the people 

who make 
Liverpool their 

home.”

NLA students have done it again! Our 
exam results this year are phenomenal: 
100% pass rate at A Level 
92% pass rate of 5A*-C grades at GCSE.
Pictured are some of our delighted A 
Level students, many of whom are now 
taking up their places at university this 
autumn.
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Practice makes perfect

Silver 
screen 
scripts

Teenage Soap Opera

By Mrs Brewer

 One of the most interesting projects run 
during the last academic year at NLA was 
the Soap Opera. 
Originally suggested by Mr Tudor, we thought it couldn’t be done: 
a school based soap opera, written by students, performed by 
students and filmed and directed by them too? “No way!” said Miss 
Doyle and I agreed. How wrong could two teachers be?

With the help of Creative Partnerships, we chose Feeling Good 
Theatre and Create Multimedia as our partners and what an 
inspired decision that was! The students wanted to write stories 
about real issues that affect schoolchildren everywhere - a brilliant 
addition to the ME programme.

Enthusiastic students from Years 7-10 started the project in April 
Enrichment Week with Sarah Hogarth and Emma Bramley from 
Feeling Good Theatre. They spent over 6 hours across four 
weeks, developing the students’ ideas and drama skills in highly 
disciplined workshops after school. Other students experimented 
with filming styles and narrative structures with Chris Millward from 
Create Multimedia.

Scripts
During May Enrichment Week, Michael Wynne, a professional 
scriptwriter, spent the day with each of the four groups, honing 
their scripts. Next came rehearsals and then we were ready for 
filming! Chris was dubious about filming four episodes in a day. 
We had several locations to race round but the professionalism of 
the students meant everything was achieved. Everyone 
contributed well but two students really stood out: Ruby Fairclough 
with her vision and creative input and Callum O’Rourke with his 
dedication to the camera ALL day!

Now it will be up to you, the students of NLA, to judge just how 
good a job everybody did on the project. If you like what you see, 
you can expect plenty more episodes in the future!

Miss Doyle and Mrs Brewer would like to thank Sarah Hogarth 
and Emma Bramley from Feeling Good Theatre, Chris Millward 
from Create Multimedia, Michael Wynne and Di Christian of 
Curious Minds (formerly Creative Partnerships) for all of their 
hard work, support and enthusiasm in working on this project. We 
had a ball!

Michael Wynne is interviewed by Bethany 
Marshall……..
When Michael Wynne came to the NLA to assist students with 
their scriptwriting for the Soap Opera project, I couldn’t let the 
opportunity to interview a real live writer escape me.

Michael was happy to oblige, telling me about his writing credits 
for TV, theatre and film. When asked how he felt about his 
writing, he said: “The plays that I write are the things that I’m 
most proud of.”

Michael has won numerous awards including the Liverpool Echo 
Arts Award for ‘The Knocky’ which was performed at the 
Everyman. He has worked on educational projects, working with 
children in Ghana as well as the well-known Playwrights in 
Schools scheme, which encourages children to write plays that 
are later performed at The Royal Court in London. His best 
known TV credits include ‘Eastenders’ and ‘Where the Heart is’.

Michael explained his role in the NLA soap opera: “The scripts 
that you had written were in really good shape and I just came 
along to try to develop things which weren’t really clear.” We 
think Michael did a fantastic job with the scripts and would like to 
thank him for all of his ideas and enthusiasm in helping us with 
this project, even if the Year 10s did drive him crackers!

By Miss Stanistreet and PC Bain

 The Bronze Award group have 
completed a practice expedition for the 
Duke of Edinburgh's Award. 
They had to walk 30km over two days around the Delamere 
Forest area in Cheshire.  The group arrived at the Station Road 
campsite at 9am to begin the walk in torrential rain! Each student 
had to carry everything they needed for the walk, including extra 
clothes, a trangia stove to cook their evening meal on, and a tent.  

There were downpours throughout the day but in the late 
afternoon the sun came out and allowed the students to sit 
outdoors and cook their meal. It was mainly pasta and sauce, 
although Jess and Rayner melted chocolate on their stove and 
dipped in marshmallows!
 
The following day, after another 15k walk, the students finished 
the activity by sliding around in mud puddles. To celebrate, they 
all got a hot chocolate drink and big piece of cake at the Forest 
Cafe. Even though it was a struggle, each student completed 
their practice expedition and is looking forward to the final 
expedition this term.

Michael Wynne Chris Millward Filming begins
By Mrs Boyle

 Writer and actor 
Joe Standerline 
(yes, he has been in 
Shameless!) has 
visited NLA to work 
with Years 11, 9    
and 7. 
Joe (pictured) held sessions which concentrated on creating a high 
concept Hollywood storyline and pitching it to a 'producer' (him) in 30 
seconds. The students’ ideas were tremendous. Jamie and Jordan in Year 
11 created a Revenge Tragedy based on a love triangle and set in Anfield.
 
My Brilliant Blockbuster by Jamie and Jordan
Ted is a nightclub bouncer with two girlfriends. After reading the texts on 
his phone, one of his women commits suicide leaving a note...Ted is 
distraught, especially when he learns that the note is a fake and it was 
actually his other girlfriend who caused the death. Ted decides to take 
revenge for this murder but is horribly injured in the struggle. He is 
committed to a home as a result of his injuries and eventually falls in love 
with his nurse. Ted sees the error of his two-timing ways and realises the 
value of true love.
 (This film was given a (virtual) multi-million pound budget by Joe 
Standerline, top Hollywood producer.)
 
My Brilliant Blockbuster 2 by Megan, Lindsey and Lucy 
Ken lives in border territory between his chosen country and his native 
land and isn't welcomed in either. A war breaks out between the two 
countries and Ken is injured in battle. Recognising his courage, both 
countries send in troops to rescue him but, sadly, Ken dies from his 
injuries. The two countries eventually make peace and form one country 
which they name Kenland in his honour.
(Our top producer thought this film was a sort of global Romeo and Juliet, 
but with countries at war and not families.)
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Eye to the future

Welcome
Year 7
 Everyone at North Liverpool 
Academy warmly welcomes 
Year 7 to our brand new 
Academy building.

When they visited us last July, as primary 
pupils, we took many photos. We haven’t space 
to show them all but here is just a selection!

Here are some of the students’ quotes which are 
displayed on the artwork in our new building.

The new school will help me to feel more determined to achieve the 
best results and grades I can possibly get. My vision for our school 
is that it will have a good reputation so I can feel proud of attending 
the school. My dream for our community is that it will improve and 

there will be less crime so everyone will be happier.
Rachel Marshall

My vision for our school is to grow and gain more positive 
recognition. Also that it will be a safe place which students like to 
attend. The new school will help people by running night classes 

and keeping kids off the streets.
Ryan Hardy

The new school will help me to develop my physical skills because 
of the bigger sporting facilities. I think our school will become a 

huge success and I will feel privileged to have attended the North 
Liverpool Academy.

Nicole Usher

The new school will give me better resources and help me reach all 
my goals, like getting a good job and becoming a musician. 

Everyone will know about it and love it! It will get everyone involved 
and help the community make friends.

Rebecca Seddon

The new school will help me to be proud of where I learn while also 
helping to improve my education. This will help me when looking for a 

job in future. My vision for our school is a place where both children and 
adults can develop themselves in many different ways. My dream for 

our community is that the school gives the surrounding area support to 
make the community a better and more interesting place to live.

Graham Lewis

The new school will help me to consider what kind of job I’d like. To 
meet new people in the community and also help me to achieve 
good grades in my GCSEs. My vision for the school is people 

putting the past behind them, making a fresh start and finding new 
skills. My dream for the community is to bring people from 

miserable backgrounds closer to others.
Chloe Wood

The new school will help me to be more organised. To reach my 
full potential and goals in life. Encourage me to do well and get a 
good job when I finish studying. It will improve the community and 

make it more friendly and there’ll be more to do when we get 
bored. My dream for our community is that there will be more to do 

and more choices for everyone. Everyone will get involved.
Ashleigh Molloy

The new school will help me to reach my life goal of becoming a 
doctor. It will further my education in a way I couldn’t before and it 
will improve my musical skills. My vision for our school is to be the 

best school in England. My dream for our community is that the 
school will improve everyone’s academic skills so they have good 

chances in life and will get involved in projects.
Amanda Orme

The new school will help me to be more inspirational about my 
future because of the resources and facilities. It will help me to 

improve my grades and have a good job in the future. The facilities 
will bring the community together.

Robert Fields
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Academy Art Exhibition 
This was a wonderful event (pictured) which showcased 
NLA artistic talent and celebrated our students’ 
achievements over the past year.
 

Walker Art Gallery Exhibition 
Our 6th form artists and photographers ended the school 
year on a high note. Twenty students had their work 
selected for inclusion in the ‘Showcase 2009’ July 
exhibition at the Walker Art Gallery. This was part of the 
national ‘Find Your Talent’ initiative and we didn't need to 
look far to find talented students at NLA. Only four schools 
were invited to participate and NLA had by far the most 
students exhibiting. We will be receiving £600 to invest in 
an artistic venture this term. 

Kingswood Field Trip
6th Form artists and photographers were 
involved in a collaborative venture with 
Alsop, to visit Kingswood outdoor centre for 
three days of extended art studies. Artists in 
residence and masterclasses were provided.
 

Academy Art Competition
We need an exciting, big art work for our 
new school so we are looking for good ideas 
and designs from students. Winning entries 
will receive prizes and will have the 
opportunity to work with a real artist to see 
their idea realised. See Mr Smith for more 
details.

By James Williams

 ‘Leaving Las Vegas’ director, 
Mike Figgis, has been to the NLA as 
part of a project to create short 
films in Liverpool.

Four works from the Tate’s collection, including Marcel 
Duchamp’s ‘Fountain’ and Carl Andre’s ‘144 
Magnesium Square’ have been placed in unusual 
locations around the city, as talking points. The piece 
brought into the Academy was an unusual sculpture 
featuring two neon tubes, by New York artist, John 
Chamberlain. 

A classroom became a backdrop for the film, which 
focuses on ordinary people’s conversations about art. 
Taking the works outside their usual location is key to 
the films, Mike said: “I wanted to get out of the 
atmosphere of the gallery with its own protectionism. I 
believe that a strong work of art will have resonance 
regardless of where it is or what happens to it.”

Students of all ages and interests were shown the 
sculpture, chosen by Mike himself, and then invited to 
give their opinions. Many students felt the sculpture was 
too modern and did not fit their view of what constitutes 

art. They were very surprised to discover it was actually 
created in 1969!

All of the featured artwork has been on display at the 
Albert Dock Gallery as part of the DLA Piper Series 
‘This is Sculpture’ exhibition, which opened on May 1. 
The films will be screened alongside the exhibition, as 
well as on the Tate website and on Channel Four, as 
part of the broadcaster’s Three Minute Wonder series.

‘Fig’ rolls with it
Mike Figgis also had a chat with Film Studies and Media 
students. He said it was extremely difficult at the 
beginning of his career to get any sort of work, although 
today it can be easier for upcoming filmmakers. Rather 
than working with celebrities, Mike said he would prefer 
to work with an undiscovered actor and establish them 
in the film business. ‘Bonnie and Clyde’ inspired Mike 
when he was growing up. This surprised the students 
as this film was made while he was in his twenties. 

To conclude, Mike advised anybody who wanted to be 
in the film business never to rush things or panic. 
“Becoming big in the film business takes many years 
of hard work and you should never panic. Enjoy life 
and always milk the situation.“ Wise words from a 
seasoned director.

Students’
showcases

World 
of work

Enrichment Week

 BTEC Children’s Care, Learn-
ing and Development students 
have been on work placements 
as part of their coursework.  

The Year 10s enjoyed up to three placements 
in local schools and nurseries and had a 
great time meeting the children and staff. 
Jamie-Lea Johnson said: “The teachers were 
very helpful and the children were very 
polite.” Chloe Wood added: “I enjoyed my 
placement as I had been a pupil at the 
school.” 

Carley Hoy said: “I thought the experience 
was really good and I would love to do it 
again.” Lesley Skelland said that the staff 
were friendly and the children were really 
playful. Lesley Jones and Megan Patterson 
would love to repeat the experience. 

All the students worked very hard and 
received excellent placement reports. They 
were fabulous ambassadors for North 
Liverpool Academy.

 Year 10 enjoyed a fun packed day 
out at the Crocky Trail in Cheshire as 
part of Enrichment Week. 

Despite the rain, the students had a great time sliding 
down the challenging obstacles and swinging 
through the trees. Teamwork was essential on this 
day as the students had to work together in order to 
complete the trail. It looks like Mrs Hadri enjoyed 
herself just a bit too much!

Tate Liverpool at NLA

“This was part of 
the national ‘Find 

Your Talent’ 
initiative and we 

didn't need to look 
far to find talented 
students at NLA.”

“Teamwork was 
essential on this 

day as the students 
had to work 

together in order to 
complete the trail.”
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Enterprise events
Wackademy Races

Smoothie Challenge

Dads ‘n’ Lads

 NLA students have been involved in a series of 
enterprise events involving the Enterprise Gems 
(Teamwork, Problem Solving, Determination, 
Creativity, Risk Taking).

The objectives of the events were to: refocus students on the Enterprise 
Gems; inject fun into learning (enjoying and achieving); work in different 
ways (in teams, pairs) to problem solve; build awareness of Business and 
Enterprise into the curriculum. Students raced box carts against each other in the form of a Le Mans Style race. 

They had to dress the part by putting on overalls, bike hats, elbow, knee pads 
and goggles. In the four House colours, the students worked in teams to make up 
the box cart kits. They also assembled mini buggies and used a range of power 
trains (ways of powering the vehicle) including solar power, gears, friction cam 
and pulleys. An additional activity involved designing buggies, using ICT Serif 
Draw/2D Design, to create their own wacky racers.  

Hanging Baskets
A group of students completed a Hanging Basket Enterprise activity. Besides 
making the baskets they had to design advertisements and plan a marketing 
strategy. Posters appeared around the Academy: “Our beautiful hanging baskets 
are the cherry on the top when it comes to making your house a home…… Our 
amazing prices are just £7.50 for each basket!”

SIFE: Students Into Free Enterprise
Year 12 have been working with Liverpool University on the SIFE programme 
which involves looking at entrepreneurship and creating their own businesses in 
teams. 

After many business planning sessions involving marketing strategies and 
product design, the students went to the university where the teams presented 
their ideas to eminent business people from around the city. Mr Chadwick was 
also on the panel and reported back that all the other panel members were very 
impressed with the ideas presented.

Unfortunately, there was only one winner and it was the team who designed the 
online magazine for Liverpool residents to look at up-to-date information on 
fashion, beauty and home life. The team won £100 and became the very first to 
win Liverpool University’s SIFE.

Mrs Fitzgerald, who mentored all the students, said: “I am so proud of them all. 
They took the project very seriously and stayed professional and focused 
throughout their presentations to the business people.“

Years 7 and 8 were given the chance to make smoothies and sell them at 
the Year 11 leaving party. The students were split into teams of ten and 
had to organise themselves into marketing teams and media teams. They 
had to produce their own logo, slogan, mission statement and a clothing 
range.

They also had to produce a poster campaign, a menu of different flavours, 
and a 30 second TV advert. Everyone got stuck in right from the start; the 
response was amazing. There were TV ads and marketing campaigns 
flying all over the hall as over 200 students took part in each session.

At the end of the day we chose the winners and they had to deliver a 2 
minute presentation about how they included all the criteria and performed 
a role play for the TV ad. The winners also won vouchers and a trophy from 
Mr Chadwick.

Gems
Mr Chadwick, from the 
Business and Enterprise team, 
has announced that he will be 
introducing two more Gems for 
the start of this term. For those 
who already have a full set, 
watch this space - there are two 
more to be had!

 Over 400 people attended the Business 
and Enterprise Team’s first Dads ‘n’ Lads 
event. It was organised in conjunction 
with Year 10 students working towards 
their Duke of Edinburgh Award.

The evening event was intended to inspire students and their 
fathers and to stimulate the young people’s imagination, 
relating to their future careers and aspirations. There was a 
sit-down, hotpot supper and a chance to meet professionals 
ranging from sports personalities to helicopter pilots.
 
The evening had an ‘Impressive Machines’ theme, designed 
to encourage local fathers to bring their children to the event 
and thereby foster closer family ties. Numerous supercars and 
bikes were displayed alongside remarkable extreme machines 
from BMW, Mercedes and Porsche. There were also cranes, 
army hardware, fire and police service machines.

We were visited by professional sports stars - 
basketball players from Everton Tigers and 
players from St Helens Rugby League Club. In the 
foyer there were stands from Walk for Health, 
Merseyside Diabetes, Parents Like You, The HIM 
project, Men’s Health project, Men’s MOTs and 
many other organisations supporting the event.

There was a major surprise at the event - an 
extreme machine that had never been seen in 
Liverpool before: a squirrel helicopter which the 
RAF flew in from its base to land right in the 
middle of our school yard! The evening finished 
late and culminated in everyone watching from 
outside as the helicopter took off and flew back to 
base.

Already we have heard snippets of what Mr 
Chadwick is planning for next year…it will be one 
event not to be missed!

George 
Roberts has 
won an iPod 
and a digital 
stills camera 
for creating the 
strapline: 
Making 
Success 
Together for 
the North 
Liverpool 
Business 
Forum.

“After many business 
planning sessions involving 

marketing strategies and 
product design, the 
students went to the 

university where the teams 
presented their ideas to 

eminent business people 
from around the city.”
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Community focus

What is FAST?

 We would like to welcome you 
to the Community section of The 
Academy Times, which covers 
our partnerships and 
developments in the local area.  
The NLA specialism is Enterprise which means 
working in new ways to ensure the best 
education, health and wellbeing for the students.  
We are also an outward facing school, giving 
opportunities for the local community to be 
involved. This was reflected in our recent Ofsted 
report that rated the Academy as ‘Outstanding’ 
for community cohesion and positive 
contribution. 

We have lots of exciting plans to build on this 
success and we will be using this section to 
keep you informed.  If you would like to involve 
the Academy in any of your activities please 
contact our Student Needs Coordinator   
debbie.crew@northliverpoolacademy.co.uk

NLA students were invited to work with the Park 
Pods community partnership project, delivered 
by Liverpool John Moores University, to produce 
a promotional film of Stanley Park. The film, 
which appears on the ICDC’s website, shows 
the park in its finest glory after the major 
refurbishment and the website also publicises 
exciting events planned for the coming year. 

Did you know? 
Facts about Stanley Park… 
The centrepiece of Stanly Park is the grade II 
listed Gladstone Conservatory (pictured) which 
has just had a £2.1m refurbishment. The 
Victorian building was painstakingly taken apart 
and all 6,000 pieces had to be put back together 
again like a complicated jigsaw.  

Year 8 students visited Stanley Park last term 
and had assemblies about their park to 
encourage them to look after it and use it 
sensibly. The park was opened on 14 May 1870 

by the Mayor of Liverpool, Joseph Hubback, 
which means next year it will be 140 years old. 
The conservatory came in a flat pack kit and had 
to be assembled on the site. 

The park originally had a horse riding track 
called Rotten Row which wasn’t very popular so 
it was redesigned as a cycle track. It has an 
Evangelical Church located on the corner, 
between the two football stadia. It is named 
Stanley Park Church and is over 100 years old.

Inspiring Communities 
The NLA invited community leaders and 
agencies to work with students from the Youth 
Parliament to develop ideas for an Inspiring 
Communities Fund. If this is successful it will 
enable us to establish a North Leadership 
Academy.  This would be a community initiative 
partnership that will ensure students and adults in 
the area have the experience and training to 
ensure we grow community leaders for the future. 

 We are looking for 10 families 
to join our 1st FAST group 
starting this month.
FAST stands for Families and Schools 
Together, it is an after school programme for 
families who want to meet other parents, pupils 
and become involved with the school.

Each week, families will come to our new school 
to cook and eat together, enjoy family activities 
and share discussions with parents and young 
people. It will be great fun and there will be 
prizes to win, games to play and a chance to get 
to know your family, school and community 
better.

The 10 sessions will take place on Thursdays 
3.30 - 6.00 with a Graduation Party and 
celebration on the 10th week. All Year 7 
students and their families are invited to attend. 
It will be a great way to meet new friends and for 

parents and carers to support the young people, 
whilst spending time as a family. It will also 
provide a chance to meet local people from their 
community. For more information contact: 
Stacey Prendergast or Debbie Crew on: 07590 
356279

Can you spare a few hours 
a month to mentor a young 
person?

Our SOULMATES project was set up to 
encourage personal growth and development of 
mind, body and soul and to help raise the 
aspirations of our students.

We are recruiting volunteers of all ages, gender, 
cultural and religious backgrounds.  You may 
volunteer to mentor a student on a regular basis 
or you can volunteer to be on call if you have 

some experience that students might need at a 
certain time. This could be to raise their religious 
and cultural awareness or it could be at a time of 
bereavement. Full training is provided and it is 
carefully planned to ensure that both students 
and mentors benefit from the process.

NLA is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children and young 
people and expects all staff and volunteers to 
share this commitment. Successful 
applications will be required to have an 
enhanced disclosure from the Criminal 
Records Bureau. Please contact Debbie Crew 
or enquire at the school for further information: 
d.crew@northliverpoolacademy.co.uk

Battle of
the Bands

Mr Tudor was 
MC at NLA’s 
Battle of the 
Bands……….

“You may volunteer to mentor a student on a regular basis or you can 
volunteer to be on call if you have some experience that students 

might need at a certain time.”

Park Pods project

Gladstone Conservatory

Inspiring Communities

 The annual Battle of the Bands 
competition was just as 
spectacular as ever, with a large 
selection of local rock bands 
taking part. The quality of all the 
performing acts was impressive. 
We will be watching out for 
some of these stars of the 
future! A massive thank you to 
the Performing Arts Department 
for organising this extremely 
enjoyable event.
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Brilliant Barcelona! Vive La France!

Celebrating
in style
 At the end of last term, Year 11 
celebrated the end of their compulsory 
school life with a fantastic glitzy Prom. 
The students had just completed their exams and were 
ready to dress up in spectacular style (including Mr Walker, 
pictured) for a full evening’s entertainment. 

Staff and students enjoyed a sumptuous meal which was 
followed by speeches and then everyone headed for the 
dance floor. Most of the students have returned to North 
Liverpool Academy this term to join the Sixth Form in our 
brilliant new building.

 The Barca 09 trip was better than ever, with 
beautiful weather and glorious activities to be 
enjoyed. 
Highlights included team volleyball on the beach, with Mr Maddocks 
(aka Mad Dog) and Mr Spencer (aka Spen Dog) team leaders, 
coming up with their own team chants. 

There were visits to Gaudi’s Sagrada Familia and FC Barcelona’s 
Nou Camp Stadium. Carina Roberts was able to demonstrate the 
de-heading of prawns during tapas night while Rebecca Dunne was 
serenaded by an old Spanish accordion player. Josh Smith was the 
‘only messin’ joker of the trip and Adam Kevan was our style guru!

 North Liverpool Academy students took 
Paris by storm over the Easter Enrichment 
Week.
Accompanied by Mr Clare, Mr Carson and Mrs Duffy, the twenty 
six students spent time at Cité des Sciences, looking at the 
Mathematics and Science exhibits and how these subjects 
relate to real life problems. We had a cruise along the River 
Seine followed by a stroll from the Eiffel Tower all the way to the 
Arc de Triomphe and then down the Champs Elyseés.

The next day we went to Disneyland where all the students had 
a very enjoyable day, going on the rides and seeing the 
characters as well as getting souvenirs for their families.

Well done to the students who exhibited an excellent level of 
behaviour and conduct for the duration of the trip. It could not 
have gone ahead, or would have been as enjoyable, without the 
assistance of Mr Carson and Mrs Duffy, so a big thank you to 
them as well. Anybody who is interested in going on the trip next 
year should see their Mathematics teacher or Mr Clare.
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NLA Olympics

Sporting Challenge Competition

Poetry corner

Bowled over!

 We sent our 
reporters from The 
Academy Times to 
interview some of 
the spectators and 
contestants at 
NLA’s Olympics. 
What did some of the students 
think of the day?
“Been brilliant, but cold.” Megan 
Worthington.
“Fun, energetic.” Daniel Cox.
“More variety of food could 
have made the day better.” 
Thomas Brown.

Liam Newsham, who won the 
800m race was asked about the 
Day.
“It’s been amazing, one of the 
greatest days. I didn’t think I 
was going to win because there 
were lots of great runners. 
However, I won the relay and 
the 800m sprint so I’ve got two 
gold medals. I want to win more 
next year!” 

 English teacher, Mrs Boyle, formerly 
Poet-in-Residence at Alder Hey, has worked 
with Year 9 students to produce song lyrics 
related to John Lennon's Imagine. 

The songs were performed at an assembly by 
members of the Performing Arts Department. The 
workshops generated some excellent lyrics and very 
thoughtful discussion. Here's a little snapshot...
 
Imagine there's no cheating
No need for jealousy too
Imagine there's no conflict
In our city of Liverpool
Imagine a man of colour
Ruling all the world...
 
Imagine there's no fighting
It's something we can change
No more blood at our feet
No more people deranged
Imagine all the people
Sitting round a fire...
 
You may say I'm a fighter
Trying to change the world
I hope someday you'll join me
And make our country a home.
By Joey, Liam, Carl, Ben, Kyle 
 
Imagine no diseases
We would live for longer
Before our life ceases
The suffering will end forever
Imagine all the people, living healthily
 
Imagine no wars, only guided tours
No deaths for no reason
Throughout the seasons
Imagine all the lives
That could and should be saved
 
Imagine...
There's no fighting
No hurt or grief
Imagine no government
No crime or need for police
 
You may say I'm normal
But I have specific thoughts
I hope you find happiness
In a world without war.
By Kieran R
 
Imagine there's no football
Just makes you want to cry
No Rooney or Teves
And only cricket on Sky
Imagine all the Kopites
Suddenly coming round...
By Danny and Josh 

Imagine if people were always respectful
No insults or fighting over nothing - what for?
Just to be called 'hard'?
 
Imagine if everyone could be who they want to
Not who others want them to be
Trying to be accepted by those you don't want to be like
Laughing at others because they're different
Or because of their looks
But no-one should do that
Because no-one is perfect!
By Sarah Ormrod

Imagine a world with quiet neighbours
Imagine a world where we all get along
Imagine a world with no guns
Imagine a world in peace
 
You may say I'm wrong
But imagine a world where our children are safe.
By Zach Doyle 

 Over sixty Year 9 students have attended the 
Liverpool Central and North competition.
They were involved in training for their competition in the morning. This was good 
as most of the games were new to us. They included: Ultimate Frisbee, American 
Flag Football, Rowing, Volleyball, Outdoor Challenge, Water Polo, Badminton.

All the students outshone the other schools in our smart Academy kit and they 
were extremely well behaved, showing exceptional sportsmanship during the day. 
Some outstanding results were:
Lily Lawson as Spider-Woman, the fastest climber.
Nicholas Isherwood, an outstanding rower, came 1st overall.
Ross Kennedy gave an outstanding performance in American Flag.
Carmen Chen gave an outstanding performance in Badminton.
Abbie Shortall was an outstanding rower, coming 2nd overall.

The Water Polo team played well despite only having four team members 
instead of six. Kelly Davenport lost her shoes whilst competing in the rowing but 
still raced to the end! Abigail Nevitt continued to compete even though she was 
sick because she tried so hard.

Results
Ultimate Frisbee: boys’ team 4th and the girls’ team came 4th 
Water Polo: the boys’ team came 4th 
Girls rowing team: came 2nd 
American Flag: boys’ team 1st and girls’ team 5th 
Indoor Challenge: boys’ team 2nd and girls’ team 3rd 
Badminton: girls’ team 1st and boys’ team 1st 
Volleyball: boys’ team 1st and girls’ team 3rd 
An excellent day was enjoyed by all and thank you to all the staff for making the 
day go so well.

 North Liverpool Academy’s 
first ever cricket team 
travelled to Alder CC for their 
first match against Cardinal 
Heenan. 

Inspired by their manager, Mr Spencer, the 
team were very enthusiastic about their new 
sport. After asking the opposition to bat, Liam 
Sweeney and Joe Clarkson opened the 
bowling for NLA and bowled excellently, each 
taking a wicket. Further tight bowling from 
Patrick Brown and Nathan Cousins and good 
fielding restricted Heenan to 57-4 off their 16 
overs. 
 
NLA decided to send Sam Mason and James 
Walton to open the innings and the reply got 
off to a quick start with Mason smashing 19 

runs off the first 8 balls of the innings. 
Steady scoring from Walton (6 runs), 
Brown (9 runs), Russell (3 runs) and 
Clarkson (5 runs) brought the 
Academy within sight of the 
opposition score. However, a flurry of 
late wickets gave Heenan hope until 
Francis Hargreaves got NLA over the 
finish line with a quick single in the 
14th over. 
 
Considering that ten of the team had 
never played in a competitive cricket 
match, the boys fielded, bowled and 
batted superbly. Well done to James 
Walton, Sam Mason, Patrick Brown, 
David Russell, Jason Lawson, Joe 
Clarkson, Nathan Cousins, Liam 
Sweeney, Francis Hargreaves, Gary 
Nation and captain Garry Newsham.  
Man of the Match: Joe Clarkson, Year 
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