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Pantomime

It’s a record breaker!
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NLA’s got talent

Young Lord Mayor
of Liverpool
Two members of our
Student Voice body of
students have been voted
as Young Lord Mayor of
Liverpool.
Michael Grimes and Viktoria Sabkova
(pictured) achieved the honour after fierce competition amongst other young people. They attended their
inauguration at the Town Hall where they were joined by the Lord Mayor of Liverpool and the rest of the
Young and Junior Lord Mayors. After speaking to accept the role, they had to sign the declaration which
actually confirmed them as Young Lord Mayor of Liverpool.
Michael commented: “We had our picture taken with the Lord Mayor and it was a great day. We have all
been allocated a month when we will be Young Lord Mayor of Liverpool. My month is April. I can’t wait to do
it; I think it will be a great experience.”

North Liverpool Academy is eagerly
awaiting confirmation that it has smashed
a Guinness World Record - for the most
people dressed as a dog at one time!
There were 455 staff and students donned in their Dalmatian
onesies and gathered in the refectory to break the previous
record of 264 canine dressers!

UK Level 4 Athletics Official. Our Official Counter, Karen
Walker, joined us from Liverpool Schools Sport Partnership.
The school would like to congratulate its staff and
students for the fantastic achievement! The amazing day
was possible thanks to our brilliant sponsors - Merseyside
Fire and Rescue, Police Commissioner working for
Merseyside, PPG Industries, MPS Supplies, Liverpool
Housing Trust, Liverpool Mutual Homes, Your Housing
Group, Everton Football Club and Liverpool Football Club.

Covered in colour
for charity

The charity event raised over £1,000 which will be split
between the Benevolent Fund for Merseyside Retired Police
Dogs, CLOUD (Changing Lives on Our Doorstep) in Widnes,
and the Missionaries of Charity Homeless Shelter on Seel
Street in Liverpool city centre.
Liverpool Lord Mayor, Councillor Erica Kemp, attended the
record bid, along with the Official Timer, Mike Dooley MBE, a

NLA’s golden award
Staff and students have been excited to hear that
our school has been awarded the Gold Standard by
Sainsbury’s!

Staff and students from NLA
have been doused in coloured
powder!

Sainsbury’s School Games Mark rewards schools for their commitment to and
development of competition, school sport and physical education. This is the
highest possible standard awarded by the scheme.

As they completed the gruelling 5k Colour Run at
Aintree Race Course to raise money for charity, the
15 staff and 10 students were covered in colour at
various checkpoints along the route. They raised
£100s in sponsorship money which has been
donated to Zoe’s Place Baby Hospice in West Derby.

In order to achieve the Gold award, Sainsbury’s reviewed our sports provision
both during and outside curriculum time, for the last academic year, and
examined our plans for this year. The impact of our sporting initiatives was
reviewed as well as the progress our students make in this area. Well done to
everybody involved in helping to keep our students active and healthy!

After the fun event they were invited to a colour
festival with live music from the Colour Run DJ. The

students thoroughly enjoyed themselves and said:
“That was the hardest thing I have ever done; I
thought it would never end!” and “Seeing the state of
our teachers covered in powder was the funniest
thing ever. I’ll be laughing for a long time!”
Year 8 student, Joe, and Year 10 student, Ryan,
were especially delighted to finish the race ahead of
Assistant Principal, Mr Crispin! PE teacher, Mr
Metcalf, also took part in the Colour Run and said:
“Thank you to everyone who took part and donated
in order to raise money for our charity. Definitely the
most interesting run I think I’ll ever do…but watch this
space!”
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NEWSROUND

Doctor
for a
day!

On air with LCR
Year 12 BTEC Creative Media students have
taken part in a professional radio broadcasting
course.
Held at NLA over six weeks, the course has allowed them to gain the
skills to create a live radio show. Liverpool Community Radio (LCR),
based in Kensington, received funding from Your Housing Group to
run their training courses. They aim to engage people from the
community in producing community broadcasting programmes about
local issues.

Years 10 and 11 Applied Science classes have been treated to an
active workshop of medical diagnostics.
The Classroom Medics Team, supported by MerseySTEM, allowed the students to experiment with a
range of medical equipment used in the diagnosis of illness and the treatment of specific conditions.
They had their pulse monitored through an ECG machine, they diagnosed lung conditions on an
artificial body and took images of their retina using iPhone technology. In addition, they drew blood
from a model patient’s arm, attempted keyhole surgery and took ultrasound images of their own
arteries and small bones.
The students learnt about a range of different careers in the medical industry and were able to use
keyhole cameras to investigate the digestive system with a colonoscopy, as well as attempt
resuscitation with an airbag and oral airway (OPA). It certainly opened their eyes to what is possible
with their science qualification in the future.

On the sixth week, the students presented their own show on a topic
of their choice. This show was then broadcast on the LRC airwaves.
Media teacher, Mrs Jones, said: “The project was a huge success and
it gave the students the confidence to make a radio show from
scratch.” Student, Matthew Hawkins, added: “It was really enjoyable. It
gave me the confidence to talk to a wider audience. I would definitely
recommend this project to other students.”

School smoothie stall
By Reece Collins, Aaron Fisher, Nigel Machengete, Elliott Murphy, Zainab
Sadiq and Michael Taylor

For our Year 10 BTEC Business Studies class,
we aim to set up a smoothie stall in school to
promote healthy eating.
NLA uses the services of Xing Education which supports young people in
setting up a school smoothie bar. We visited the company’s Shambles
Kitchen outlet in York to question the staff and passersby, as well as take
photos of the design and layout of the shops.
Our research was restricted as many members of the public didn’t have time
to answer questions. However, the staff were very helpful and passionate
about helping us. We tried their smoothies and vegetable juices as they
explained that, before Christmas, everyone wanted brownies and pulled pork
sandwiches. By New Year, the customers were on a detox and wanted juices
and smoothies!

Free Childcare*
Full and part-time sessions available for children aged 2-4 years

Back at school, we are using the information on prices and stock to create
and move forward our business plan. We enjoyed the trip to York and feel we
can now set up our stall to promote healthy eating in school.

A capital trip

at

The BNENC
Breckfield Road North
L5 4QT
Call in for more details or call

0151 345 5155
info@communityfamilyservices.co.uk
*Subject to status

By Sian Heard and Sam Bimbe

As part of our Business Studies course, we
visited London for the day.

Pictured is NLA Year 13 student, Kayleigh Brown, with nursery managers Janine
Deans and Joanne Pritchard. Her BTEC Level 3 Childcare course requires 800 hours
of nursery placements. The opening of the new nursery gave Kayleigh the
opportunity to complete one of her placements at the BNENC Centre. She said: “I
loved working at the nursery as I gained new experiences and it boosted my
confidence. The staff were so friendly and supportive and the children grew to trust
me and saw me as one of the staff.”

At the Bank of England Museum we learnt the history of how money was
made and how it has developed over time. We then toured famous London
attractions such as Big Ben, the Houses of Parliament, the London Eye, 10
Downing Street and Buckingham Palace. We even survived the Underground
and buses! We also visited the Winter Wonderland in Hyde Park and the
Christmas market’s gorgeous food stalls.
The trip aided our understanding of the course and students’ comments
included: “Our visit to London has given me a better understanding of how
different businesses work and operate together in a large city - even when it’s
so busy!” (Callum Dwyer)
“Visiting the Bank of England gave me an understanding of where money
comes from and how it is used in the economy.” (Elkie Durkan)

Bank of England Facts
Did you know..?
The average gold bar weighs 13 kilos.
The Government’s target for inflation is 2% each year.
The first bank notes were introduced in 1694.
Bank notes were originally a ‘Promise to Pay’ the
equivalent value in gold at the Bank of England.
The Bank of England was a private run establishment
until 1946 - it has now been nationalised.
The author, Kenneth Grahame, who wrote The Wind
in the Willows, worked at the Bank of England for a
total of thirty years.

REMEMBRANCE
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Remembering those
who gave their lives
NLA marked the centenary of the start of the First World War with a
spectacular art installation of a fighter plane suspended in the
refectory.
Students created paper poppies on which they wrote personal messages. These were attached to the
plane in the form of a vapour trail. The final installation was stunning and incredibly moving. For the
following days, students could be seen taking a moment to read some of the messages on the poppies.
The plane itself was completely constructed by the Art team - a massive endeavour. NLA would like to
thank the staff and students who worked so hard to make it such a special occasion.

“For the following
days, students could
be seen taking a
moment to read some
of the messages on
the poppies.”

“I made sure that I
practised the piece
at home every day
and also each
morning in the Music
Department.”

On Remembrance Day, a film was played to the entire school incorporating images from WW1 and
dramatic re-enactments created by Performing Arts students. It concluded with Year 8 student, Ethan
Mulrooney, giving a powerful rendition of the Last Post.
Ethan writes….
When I was asked about playing for Remembrance Day I felt nervous. It was hard to practise because all
the notes were very high. I made sure that I practised the piece at home every day and also each
morning in the Music Department. My brass teacher, Mr Barnes, went through the piece with me and
reminded me how to play the higher notes. I had to make sure I was standing properly when they did the
recording, because it makes the sound better. When they played the video it was seen by everyone in
the school. It was less scary than having to play it live because I couldn’t see the people watching me.

Running in memory of Joseph

Over 70 NLA students have taken part in the
annual Blue Run Challenge in memory of Joseph
Lappin.
Students challenged themselves to complete the tough 3k run at Everton Park,
with all money raised going towards the Joseph Lappin Foundation. The superb
turnout motivated the organiser, Paul Edwards, along with Joseph’s mother, to
personally thank the students and hand out awards at school assembly.

Mini Monologues Pretty in pink!
NLA students have been shortlisted for the next
stage of a national creative writing competition!

NLA has raised a magnificent £418 for Breast
Cancer Care.

The Year 10 group entered the Mini Monologues competition and had to write
from the point of view of someone who intrigues them. In some cases this was
the main character from the novel they are studying for their English Literature
course. Some of the students’ work is being published in Northern Poets, a
selection of young people’s work from all over the North of England.

Redmond students in Form 10B3
organised a Pink Friday in school to
raise awareness and money for the
charity and to support students in
completing their volunteering hours
for graduation.

We are awaiting the results of the competition and hope to bring you this news in
the next issue of The Academy Times. We have selected five of our students’
Mini Monologues for the pages of this issue. This is thirteen year old Ian Morris’
monologue….
I thought I wouldn’t be happy again. Grieving was all I knew. Since I lost my
wife, misery was my new friend and I avoided social situations. It all
changed when I met Esme. She made me feel alive again and she kept the
ghosts away from me for a little while. It feels like Esme’s children are my
own, they give my life a sense of meaning. I am obviously reminded of the
past, haunted by it daily. I feel guilty for moving on. If it hadn’t been for the
woman in black, I wouldn’t have lost her…
By Ian Morris

Everyone was asked to come to
school wearing something pink
and bring in 50p. The
students’ form tutor, Ms
Stubbs, said: “I am very
proud of my form. They
created bunting, put up
posters, leafleted other
forms in pink clothes,
collected the money on the
day and encouraged their
peers to join in. Well done!”

Sixth Former, Kennedy Atkins, was the female winner and the group race was
won by NLA students: Steph McCann, Janine Eden, Courtney Ashley and Olivia
Kavanagh. Kennedy commented: “It felt good to win and achieve something
great.” Student Tanya Gardner added: “I was very proud of our school that so
many turned up.”
Co-Head of Physical Education, Miss Kennedy,
was very proud of her students: “As a teacher
this was one of my proudest moments in the
profession. On a cold Sunday morning it was
great to see so many students give up their
time and join together as a community in
memory of Joseph who sadly lost his life.” Mrs
Brewer added: “It was wonderful to see the
support and encouragement our students gave
each other - truly inspiring!”

Mini Monologues
I began to feel set apart from them all, as I began to feel uncomfortable and
emotional. I zoned out and could feel the horrific memories come flooding
back. I was snapped out of my daydream when I heard my stepchildren
talking away as they demanded me to tell them my ghost story, but I
couldn’t. I felt as if ice-cold water was going through my veins. I thought
back to when it all started, as a shiver ran down my spine. I took a deep
breath before I began to tell my horrible story for the first time ever.
By Catherine McMahon
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CHRISTMAS.....
Celebrating
in style!
North Liverpool Academy’s staff and students
celebrated Christmas with a series of challenges at the
end of term.
There was fierce competition between the Houses in presenting Nativity plays and
designing and decorating Christmas stars and baubles.
Besides the Attendance Challenge there were fund-raising events to collect gifts and
money for charities across Merseyside.

Nativity House Challenge
Each House put on their own Nativity Play which was
watched by other Year groups and was judged on
originality, teamwork and effort. 1st place for Best Nativity
went to Patten House. 2nd place went to Russell and in joint
3rd place were Redmond, McGough and La Plante.

Christmas Star
Each House was given a large polystyrene snowflake to
design and decorate using their own unique ideas and
House colours. 1st place was awarded to Redmond House,
2nd La Plante, 3rd Russell, 4th McGough and 5th place
went to Patten House.

Students’ comments

Jacob Jones: “I thought the Nativity was very creative
and funny. It was a real pleasure to watch.”
Jason Duong: “The Pantomime was an amazing
experience. As for the Dalmatian suits, it was confusing to
figure out who was who!”
Ogunrin Timothy: “The roller disco was a great
experience for me because I have never roller skated before
so it was really fun!”
Olivia Tough: “I liked the Russell House Nativity
Assembly because it had singing and comedy in it all the
way through.”
Catharina Lawler: “I liked the roller disco because the
teachers kept falling over!”

.....CHALLENGES
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A very big
thank you
NLA would like to thank the organisations who
supported and/or sponsored our World Record
Challenge with money and gift donations for our
Christmas Raffle:
Everton FC, Liverpool FC, Merseyside Fire Brigade, Merseyside Paper Supplies,
LMH (Liverpool Mutual Housing), LHT (Liverpool Housing Trust), Your Housing
Trust, PPG, Liverpool Echo, Radio Merseyside, Lord Mayor of Liverpool (Councillor
Kemp).

Attendance Challenge
The Challenge enabled students to gain points for their
House. They had to come to school every day for two
weeks and be on time each day. A total of 660 students
managed to successfully complete the Challenge.

Christmas Bauble
With the help of the Arts department, each House was given
a large bauble to design and decorate. 1st place was
awarded to La Plante, closely followed by McGough in 2nd
place. 3rd was Redmond, 4th Russell and 5th Patten.

Shoebox Challenge
Each House was given the task of finding,
decorating and filling shoeboxes with gifts for
children. They were donated to Claire House
Hospice on the Wirral. The winning House was
McGough with 59 shoeboxes. 2nd was
Redmond with 26, La Plante was 3rd with 17,
Patten 4th with 15 and Russell was 5th with 5
shoeboxes. Well done to McGough House for
setting a new record!

Christmas Jumper Day
NLA staff cheered up the students by taking part in a Christmas Jumper Day organised by Miss Blundell. There were
fabulous designs along with extra Christmas pzazz!. The event raised nearly £200 for the local community Food Bank
and Macmillan Cancer Support. Congratulations to staff who took part and bah humbug to those who didn’t!
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NEWSROUND

Having a lush night
at Guides!

Sea Cadets
anchor at NLA

By Faye Jones, Year 11

We have started a Guide unit at NLA for girls
aged 14 and older.
It is called Walton Hall (NLA) Senior Section and meets every week to
do lots of different activities. Guides is a way to share experiences
with people from different parts of the community. When Lush
cosmetics decided to pay us a visit, it gave us the chance to join other
local units for a night of soapiness!

A group of NLA students are attending Sea
Cadets training each Thursday as part of their PE
enrichment.

Games were played and prizes of heavenly goodies were dispersed,
as well as having the opportunity to make our own Lush bath bombs!
The girls bonded over these small activities and kind words were
exchanged between new friends - showing the strength of Guides and
how it can pull people together so quickly.

The training is helping the 17 members work towards achieving their
Duke of Edinburgh award, as well as gaining sea cadets’ qualifications.
NLA is providing a dynamic, stimulating and supportive training
environment to give the cadets opportunities for physical, educational,
emotional and moral personal development. Besides having lots of fun,
they are acquiring the life skills necessary to become responsible adults in
the community.

Staff from Lush showed immense kindness by giving up their time and
showing us how little acts can brighten up a person’s day. The event
showed that guiding is about community, creativity and kindness - as
well as having a good time. We hope to have another evening like this
and make bonds with other guide units and with companies all over
Liverpool.

The Sea Cadets made the most of the light evenings in September, taking
part in water-based activities such as kayaking and sailing at Crosby
Marina. This was only the start of the school unit and they can look
forward to an action-packed year of activities. In addition to gaining
qualifications and learning new practical skills, Sea Cadets encourages
participants to be well organised and conscientious young people.

Our unit meets on one evening each week and sometimes does
activities at weekends. The Senior Section programme is decided by
the girls and covers lots of different activities. Anyone who is interested
should speak to Miss Munroe or Miss Carpenter in the Music
department.

Problem
Solving:

Laying
down
the
law

Congratulations to Lorna Melville who
answered both puzzles correctly in the
September issue of The Academy Times
and won a Connect 4.
Want to win a Simon Swipe? Then try one or both of the challenges
below.
Email your answers to Miss Barrett:
s.barrett@northliverpoolacademy.co.uk
or drop in your answers to G025.
All entries must be clearly written and have your name, House and Year group.

Challenge 1

Student Voice has interviewed staff from Hill
Dickinson, a leading international commercial law
firm.
The company delivers advice and strategic guidance spanning the full legal
spectrum and it now offers a law apprenticeship enabling young people to earn
as they learn and qualify as a legal executive. Human Resources Manager,
Laura Gallagher, and Head of Schools, David Rawlinson, were interviewed by
Student Voice members: Marilyn, Olivia, Chloe, Courtney and Viktoria.
What subjects did you study at school?
Laura: GCSEs and then English, History and Economics A Levels. I studied
Politics at Nottingham University and completed a Master’s at Liverpool John
Moores. I wanted to be a journalist initially but at university I realised there were
more options.
Why is the law something to consider when using social media?
David: Be very careful as once something is posted on the internet it has the
same legal effect as a document. A post taken down or deleted can still be

retrieved and used against the person making the post. Young people should
consider the image they wish to portray.
How can students at NLA apply for the Hill Dickinson apprenticeship?
Laura: The process begins by completing an online application through the
National Apprenticeship Service. We also hold two open evenings for young
people and their parents and teachers. An apprenticeship is not for everybody
and we need to find people with the right skills and attitude.
What type of applications stand out?
David: The ones with excellent CVs. Although you may not have extensive work
experience, you can show involvement in school life and voluntary work. We
look for three B grades at A Level for our Legal Apprenticeships.
Are any other apprenticeships offered other than law?
Laura: We offer apprenticeships in HR and, in the future, Finance, Marketing and
IT. Apprentice Pathways are an alternative to university, and U-Explore and the
National Apprenticeship website list the qualifications needed. Please see your
form tutor to book an appointment with Mrs Nolan if you have any questions.
Pictured are Laura and David with the interview team.

Challenge 2

PERFORMANCE
NLA's got talent!
Years 7-10 have taken
part in a fantastic talent
competition.
Each form auditioned in the weeks
leading up to the event, putting forward
their best talent. The performances
included breakdancing, singing, dance
troupes and rappers. Both shows were
brilliant and featured famous judges,
played by some of our talented staff Mr Crispin, Mrs Taylor, Mrs Stubbs, Mr
Fry and Mr Fearon.

We've been learning new moves like
b-boy swipes, windmill and the
hand-glider. In breakdance there are
four types of elements: top rock, power
moves, freezes and footwork. It's not
about flips - that's more street dance
style.

“Each form auditioned
in the weeks leading
up to the event,
putting forward their
best talent.”

The swipes are really hard but Year 13
student, Tom Highton, has been
breaking it down for us and teaching it
in a really easy way. Breakdancing is a
healthy and fun way to keep fit and to
develop strength and core muscles.

Rhys
Rudd
and
Tanyaradzwa
Janga,
Russell 7.1 report……

We have been telling more people to
come to breakdance and numbers are
increasing. The older students we work
with every week are inspiring. We love
performing to an audience because we
like to entertain people and we are
confident. At the Adventure PBL
performance we danced together and
saw
our
breakdance
teacher
performing really advanced moves.

We both do breakdance classes on a
Wednesday after school and love it
because we learn so much new stuff
every week.

Through performing we can encourage
other people to take part. It was really
exciting to perform breakdancing in our

The winners in Years 7-8 were Lewis
Ngure and Ellie-Jane Rogerson and in
Years 9-10 the winner was Jake Riley.
They received trophies and tickets to
the X Factor Live show!

Christmas assembly. We
are
getting
Gem
nominations and badges
for
our
contribution,
meaning we will graduate
at the end of KS3.

p7

Talented students
perform live

Adventure topic
ends in style
We celebrated the closing of our PBL topic with an
amazing evening.
Our NLA Adventurers were sent on a trail around school. Along the way they
visited a 30 foot high inflatable assault course and got the chance to practise
their mountain climbing skills. They took ‘selfies’ with creatures from around the
world and experienced the life of an adventurer. Food, including risotto and
cupcakes, was provided by our amazing food technology team, helping to keep
energy levels high. Some people got to sample lollies with real bugs in them!
During the evening, parents saw the amazing work and effort of the adventurers.
They were wowed by our Free Runners and musical talent in the drama theatre,
as NLA showcased the talent within the Academy. The only sad part was saying
goodbye to the animals that had come to visit us that evening.

Liverpool Launch Assembly
Years 7 and 8 were serenaded into the Drama Theatre by a live band and then
heard The Beatles blasting from the speakers. Of course, our new topic is
Liverpool and the students were introduced to some of the amazing ideas that
our teachers had in store for them.

More than 30 students from Years 9, 10 and 11
have received their Bronze Arts Award.
The Level 1 qualification involved six weeks of hard work during which they
researched their favourite musicians and then presented their findings to their
peers. The group also tried out new activities such as Samba and African
drumming, culminating in performances at the Liverpool City Centre bandstand
and at NLA Does Disney. Finally, the students had to teach new skills to their
classmates on instruments such as guitar, Djembe drums, keyboard and on
vocals.

From important historical figures, renditions from Blood Brothers, news reports
and amazing sporting activities – there really is much to look forward to over the
new topic. Staff even came into school in fancy dress to show some of the
amazing people from our city! From former Prime Ministers to the owner of the
Titanic, our students could learn about the rich history of Liverpool and the
amazing city they are so lucky to be growing up in.

Songs of Freedom
By Miss Mutch

“The Level 1 qualification involved six weeks of
hard work during which they researched their
favourite musicians.”

Mini Monologues
I sat there as the terrible memories took over my mind. My body shaking.
Fear washed over my body and beads of sweat dripped from my forehead.
Dark shadows swarmed around the room and the memory replayed in my
head. Hot breath covering me like a blanket. As I turned around and saw
the curtains flowing rapidly, the windows opening and closing, I could still
feel the presence of the entity and I couldn’t stand it. I was brought back
from my nightmare, but now I’ve relived it again. I can’t get out. I can’t
escape. I hate this.
By Erin Newsham

As part of Black History Month, our students
witnessed a fantastic performance from Jonathan
Emile, an urban poet, composer and performer.
With a focus on unifying the community, his school tour is entitled Songs
of Freedom: Music as Reflection, Expression and a Tool for Social
Change. From the moment Emile began to perform, the students were
hooked and absorbed every message, clapping along in harmony.
The show traces the history of black music in North America and its
socio-political influence. Emile said that music can be harnessed as an
instrument for social change: “Music is the original social media. It has
conveyed messages throughout history. There is only one human race. We
just have different skin colours, hair textures and cultures. Black history is as
much my history as it is your history.”
The finale of the show was Emile singing Bob Marley’s Songs of Freedom I think the students had received the message loud and clear.
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FOCUS ON PE

Boxing clever!
A champion boxer has visited NLA to
talk to GCSE Sports Studies students
about his career.

Striker Rickie’s
surprise visit

Kevin Satchell is the first Liverpool boxer in 40 years to hold
British, Commonwealth and European titles at same time.
He is a former student of Breckfield, one of our founder
schools. Kevin brought in his three belts to show the
students who were very impressed by this inspiring young
sportsman.
Student, Shaun Harris, said: “It was really good to have a
champion boxer come in to see us; it made what we are
learning about more real.” Anthony Hannah added: “As a
boxer myself, it was inspiring to hear Kevin talk about how
hard he has worked to become champion.”

Liverpool and England striker, Rickie Lambert, has
presented a new kit to the Year 8 football team.

It wasn’t just the students who were impressed. Mr
Mulholland said: “I would like to thank Kevin. It is important
for our students to see successful, professional athletes
from the local area. It makes them realise they can achieve
great things with hard work.”

“It was really good to have a
champion boxer come in to
see us; it made what we are
learning about more real.”
“I would like to thank Kevin. It is
important for our students to see
successful, professional athletes
from the local area. It makes them
realise they can achieve great
things with hard work.”

The kit, along with £100s worth of new training equipment for the team was
provided by the developers of a new mobile app, High5it, that is due to launch
later this year. It is a football application that will provide live scores, match
updates and statistics to the user’s mobile phone.
NLA entered the company’s competition over the summer and managed to gain
enough votes to become the winning school. The students were unaware that
Rickie would be presenting the prize and were overjoyed to meet the
international star.
High5it Director of Football, Ian
Evatt, who also plays for
Chesterfield FC, said: “Seeing
how professional and welcoming
the team were at NLA has
shown me that the sponsorship
package will be put to great
use!”

Playstation Cup Winners

Hornets keep
buzzing!

There was even more success for the Year 8 football team. Using their creativity
and vivid imaginations, the boys recreated a scene from the video of Baddiel and
Skinner’s famous Three Lions song. In doing so, the boys won a national
competition ahead of hundreds of other entries and have netted the PE
department £1000 to spend on new equipment.

Our Year 8 basketball team, NLA Hornets, have
won the North Liverpool Development League.
“Seeing how professional and welcoming the team
were at NLA has shown me that the sponsorship
package will be put to great use!”

They are undefeated in all games during this outstanding season. The
team won their group comfortably, finishing ahead of Notre Dame, St
Francis of Assisi and Archbishop Beck. They will now enter a playoff
against the winners of the South Liverpool Development League.
Team Manager, Mr Forrest, said: “It has been an excellent season so far
for the lads; we are developing into a very good team with the potential to
be a great team. The lads are improving all the time and this will definitely
give them a massive boost. Player of the season so far goes to Jacob
Ashfield who has been outstanding, with Ste Shabba coming a close
second, scoring an impressive 16 baskets in three games.”

Mini Monologue

We are the champions
NLA’s Year 8 team have won all their matches
to be crowned champions in a 5-a-side
tournament.
After some intense football, defensive solidity and attacking prowess, the
seven man squad (pictured) were the triumphant winners. The
competition consisted of schools from across Liverpool and our team
faced tough opposition. On their way to victory they defeated SFX,
Cardinal Heenan, Fazakerley, ASFA and Alsop, scoring 15 goals and
conceding just two in the process.
Manager, Mr Metcalf, said: “It is a great achievement for the team and
reflects upon all of the hard work and extra time they have put in.” The
team will now look to defend their title in March.

I began to feel myself become an outsider to the circle as I became
uncomfortable about what they’re saying. I felt the memories flooding
back like a haunted nightmare. It was my turn to tell a ghost story. Then I
started to feel ice-cold water going through my veins. I started to tell my
chilling ghost story. It was late at night, I was on my way back home. The
air was so thick and dark I couldn’t see through. Then all of a sudden I
feel an ice-cold hand touch me as goose bumps formed on my body.
By Keisha Brady

Mini Monologue
I swallowed the sob that chocked my throat. I set myself apart as I felt
like an outsider of the circle. All of the memories came flooding back,
drowning me slowly. The fearful evil stories came back…I sat gazing at
the fire, zoning out, deaf to their conversation. I had a bitter battle with
myself, wanting to let go of the past, but it is too hard for me. I was
longing to enter into what was nothing more nor less than good fun. The
games brought back a painful past, a past I longed to forget.
By Katie Cresswell-Keating

