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See you in September

Tributes were written on tags attached
to the balloons as over £750 was raised
for Breast Cancer Care. Staff and
students worked hard to ensure the
success of this year’s event – and what
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Girls’ Hockey

Battle of the Bands

Pink and
Powerful
event is
biggest
ever
A stunning balloon release, in honour of
everyone who had battled with cancer, was
the finale of the biggest
Pink and Powerful event
ever staged at North
Liverpool Academy.

@NorthLivAcademy

a triumph it was! With the effortlessly stylish and graceful Claire
Cooper (formerly Jacqui McQueen in Hollyoaks) hosting the
event, it went off without a hitch.
Guests were invited to see catwalks
from some of Liverpool’s trendiest
designers including Clare McCulloch,
Francesca Couture, The 3 L’s and
Caroline
Oates
as
well
as
performances from our very own
Chamber Choir, Green Street Dance
and North Liverpool Academy dancers.
Continued on page 3.

Track record
for Zach
Our new Year 13 student, Zach Doyle, has
made a fantastic start to the season with four
sprint races under his belt. Zach (pictured) has
also been accepted by the University of
Central Lancashire to study for a degree in
Motorsports.
NGK sponsorship: more great
news is that NGK are sponsoring
NLA Racing! This is an excellent
boost with some NGK ignition parts
already supplied.

Students from North Liverpool Academy, Broadgreen and
Bebington have been showcasing their remarkable talent at the
Battle of the Bands.
The night was a great success with the atmosphere in the theatre
extremely positive. Every band responded to the audience and all the
performers showed they had worked hard to deserve their place on stage.
Celebrity judge for the night was James Sutton who plays John Paul
McQueen in Hollyoaks. Also judging the acts were Amanda Doyle,
Stephanie Green and Darren Roper - the Live Programme Manager for
Liverpool’s Sound City. All the judges gave honest, positive and
sometimes witty comments to the bands, creating a great atmosphere at
the event. Ken Tudor was the compère for the night and did an excellent
job introducing the bands and entertaining the audience.
More pictures on page 7
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FOCUS ON ...

It’s never too late to learn!
NLA students have spent five weeks helping Liverpool Mutual Homes (LMH)
residents improve their IT skills.
The project was designed to help members of the locality and to give the students some valuable experience as Digital
Leaders. They offered their services over four weeks in providing training for one hour a week after school. The students met
with the residents and created bespoke training for them.
Once the students got to know the residents, they were able to find out exactly what they wanted help with. Sometimes they
had to teach themselves so they could help the residents. Rapid progress was made: some residents couldn’t turn the
computers on or use a mouse but by the end of the sessions they were doing most tasks independently.
The project was beneficial for both students and residents. The students got to see first-hand how little or no IT skills can
impact on a person’s life. It helped them appreciate the need to consider the characteristics of users when designing IT based
solutions to problems. They study this as part of their GCSE ICT and Computer Science courses. There are plans to repeat
this project and the Digital Leaders are helping run a Computer Gaming workshop for 50 primary pupils and teachers. The
Digital Leaders project restarts in September and every student will be able to apply.

Students said…..
•

•
•
Anthony teaches
Ronald how to
use Skype

•

“Sometimes you wanted to take the mouse off them
and do it for them; but this wouldn’t have helped, so I
had to learn to be patient.”
“I learned how to teach and developed my own
communication skills.”
“We have a newfound appreciation and respect for the
work our teachers do.”
“I am more confident in my ability to socialise with
people of a different generation.”

Camping and cowpats
on DofE trail

Residents wanted to know
how to……
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Lauren
teaches how
to watch
videos on
Youtube

browse the internet
create and use an email account
use Youtube to listen to music and
view old movies
setup Skype accounts to
communicate with their family in
Australia
use Google Maps to explore the
Welsh town they were visiting
create spreadsheets to manage and
track payments for trips
research their family history
Ayesha and Dorothy
creating a spreadsheet

LMH coordinator, Claire
Lomas, commented…..
“The kids were brilliant! Many residents are
really interested in the Internet and just
need a helping hand to improve their skills.
The students at NLA showed fantastic
skills and patience in helping our residents.
I hope we will be able to replicate this
project in the future.”

Karina helps a resident to
research his family tree

Skills for life

Eight students from Years 10
to 12 are taking part in the new
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
being offered at NLA.
In order to gain their Bronze award, the students
are spending six months learning a new skill;
volunteering in the local community; taking part
in a physical activity; and participating in an
expedition.
The first practice expedition saw them
navigating around the hillsides of Chirk in North
Wales. Over two days, the group walked a
gruelling 21 kilometres and camped overnight. They really
enjoyed the expedition and learnt new skills including cooking
on camp stoves, using maps, solving problems and avoiding
cowpats!
Dale said: “It was an interesting experience which pushed us
to the boundaries of nature and adventure. We walked and

Year 10 Childcare students have taken part in a first
aid course run by St John Ambulance.
talked, making our way along the trail. With mad cows
chasing us and sleeping sheep in our way, we were never
short of a challenge. It was enjoyable and we learnt to work
as a unit, adhering to our strengths and weaknesses.” Sean
added: “It was a learning experience both for the mind and
body. The best bit was relaxing in the camp after a hard day
walking.”

The Babies and Children First Aid Training course helped them to achieve their
BTEC First qualification, in addition to them all receiving a First Aid certificate.
The students said that the first aid skills they learnt were extremely important;
they particularly enjoyed the practical nature of the course including resuscitation
techniques and how to help a child who is choking. All the students thoroughly
enjoyed the course and their enthusiastic participation was a credit to North
Liverpool Academy.
Pictured are the Childcare students on the course.

Getting to know you….

Over the Whit break, NLA held a three day camp
for Years 5 and 6 from our feeder primary schools.
It was a further chance for the children to see the wonderful facilities and staff
at the Academy. The transition between primary and secondary can be
fraught and we aim to do all we can to make children feel welcome and give
parents an insight into our school.
Over 50 children attended each day to meet staff and make new friends. The
various activities included Mr Fry running problem solving and orienteering
sessions, Miss Donnelly and Mr Fitzpatrick provided Art and Technology
projects and there were general fun antics with Mr Ericsson and Mr Fardey.
The final afternoon saw a showing of Despicable Me in the drama theatre.

...NLA IN THE COMMUNITY
Continued from page 1…

Pink and
Powerful
The Pink and Powerful event at North Liverpool
Academy included a marketplace where Olympus
Gym were offering health checks, Sorella
Hairdressers were giving guests the opportunity to
win some GHDs and Temple Spa were providing
relaxing mini facials.
Alongside the fantastic Plum Sugar sweets and cake heaven at the JK
Cakes stand, every indulgence was catered for. In addition, we had
Community Bambies, Brook, Citizens Advice Bureau, Community Health and
Insight 2 Drive offering support and advice in a variety of areas.
It was a great evening and we want to thank everyone who came along and
supported the event. We already can’t wait until next year! If anyone would
like contact details for any of the stallholders please contact Rebecca Jones
r.jones@northliverpoolacademy.co.uk

“It was a great
evening and we
want to thank
everyone who
came along and
supported the
event.”
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Charlie and
Jess lovin’ it!
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FOCUS ON YEAR 11
See you in
September!
Year 11’s End of Year Party was a chance for the
students to celebrate all of their achievements and
successes over the last five years.
They have completed their exams and are getting ready to move on to the
next chapter of their lives in Sixth Form. The party was skilfully compèred by
the ever hilarious Mr Tudor as the students were awarded certificates and
yearbooks. They enjoyed delicious food supplied by Year 10 Food
Technology students and were entertained by karaoke - a favourite of the
afternoon being Liam Patterson who sang the Arctic Monkeys song
Fluorescent Adolescent.
We wish our Year 11s the best of luck in their results and look forward to
seeing them back as young adults in September.

“We wish our
Year 11s the
best of luck.”

FOCUS ON PE
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“Thank you to all the
teachers for taking
us to Barcelona, had
an amazing time.
Loved it! Hope we
can go next year!”
(Primrose Ndlovu)

Viva España
During the May half-term, the PE department took 60
students to Barcelona on a sports trip.
The trip included training for two days and international fixtures involving girls/boys football,
basketball and netball. There were visits to Barcelona city centre, Aquapolis Water Park
and FC Barcelona’s stadium, the world famous Nou Camp.
Evening activities included karaoke where students put the staff to shame, and the famous
disco where our school took over the dance floor! The hotel was lovely and the students
enjoyed the large selection of food available. However, they would have liked the pool to be
a bit warmer! On the last day they enjoyed ice cream on the beach and did last minute
shopping.
The department is extremely proud of our students who represented NLA and Liverpool in
a tremendous fashion. A passenger on the plane said: “Aren’t they lovely students? You
should be so proud of them.” We would like to thank every one of them for a wonderful
half-term. We can’t wait for next year! Report by Miss Kennedy.

Michael Grimes’ Barcelona Blog
Day 1. We met at school at 3pm and loaded the bags onto the airport coach. Once on our flight,
we all settled down for the journey, landing in Barcelona at 11:30pm and getting to the hotel at
one in the morning.
Day 2. We woke up, had breakfast and got ready for the water park. It was a beautiful day and
the park was packed. We went on some rides and had a swim in the absolutely freezing water!
That night we had karaoke and everybody had loads of fun.

“Loved every moment
of this holiday, would
do it all over again. Big
thank you to the PE
staff for organising it.”
(Megan Laywood)

Day 3. After breakfast, we had training for two hours for our assigned sports. It was another really
hot day and we had loads of fun. At night we had a fixture against Spanish opposition – it was a
local referee so we never got anything!
Day 4. After another two hour training session we had a game against an English side which we
lost and then we had a 7-a-side tournament which we lost also. That night we had the disco
which was loads of fun.
Day 5. On the final day we went to the Nou Camp before catching a night flight and arriving home
about midnight. What a trip!

“Amazing first trip
abroad. To make it
better I was with the
people I love. Friends
like family. Thank you
to the teachers.”
(Caitlin Edwards)
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NEWSROUND

A Spartan Day for
hands-on history

Years 7 and 8 students
have learned how to fight like
Spartans by forming shield
walls and repelling arrows
like the heroes of Ancient
Greece!

“It was
amazing”

As part of a hands-on experience, the
students were involved in many different
risk-taking activities including eating unusual
Spartan food and coming up with their own
ferocious war cry! One student summed up
the experience by commenting: “It was
amazing because we got to experience how
the Spartan Army needed to work together.”
Another added: “You got to understand what
it was really like to be there.”

Our day out at Crocky Trails Coursework

in the capital
By Dale Booton and Sean Dempster

IB students have enjoyed a day out
in London to see a theatre production
of Ibsen's play A Doll's House.
The trip was to help with their coursework for the
Literature in Translation part of the syllabus. The four
students travelled by train along with Mrs Brewer and Mr
Yates. They headed for the Young Vic theatre to watch
the performance after some sightseeing on the South
Bank and an alfresco luncheon.

Mr Buxton and Miss Meighen organised a rewards trip to adventure
playground Crocky Trail.
The trip was for a Year 10 English class, after they worked exceptionally hard during last term. The students and
teachers spent the day working in teams around the five mile trail, as well as trying out some exciting rides along the
way. Behaviour was impeccable throughout the trip and the Crocky Trail’s staff commented on how the North
Liverpool Academy students were ‘beautifully behaved and well mannered!’

It was an outstanding performance, full of real life
events. The visualisation of the play put the characters
into perspective. The raw emotion of the actors was
breathtaking. It had us transfixed from the moment we
sat down.
We could see the individualism of each character and
they were beautifully brought to life before our very eyes.

From the play we had studied, we would never have
gathered the true emotion behind the events. It was
lined with occurrences and events of our lifetimes that
we see and read about every day.
The character of Nora was immense. Her voice was
pitched high and false, emphasising her 'perfection'
within the house and in her marriage. She gave a star
performance and her fight scene with Torvald was
incredibly real. It was filled with wit and interlinked tales.
The ending began with a drunken scene to relieve the
tension, slowly building up to the climax of the play: the
famous slamming of the door that has echoed down the
years.
Sean is pictured loving every minute of the trip!

FOCUS ON TECHNOLOGY
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Land Rover ‘Evoques’
interest in technology
Students from Product Design, Engineering
and Vehicle Technology have experienced real
life technology at work.
The 27 lucky individuals from KS4 and KS5 saw a fully interpreted
production line in action at the Jaguar/Land Rover plant at Halewood.
They witnessed the new Range Rover Evoque being manufactured by
a combination of robots and factory workers with a new car rolling off
the production line at a speed of one every 82 seconds. The fabulous
factory tour and subsequent question and
answer session gave the students a real life
experience of their course of study and
it has inspired some of them to
seriously consider the automotive
sector as a future career.

All (BAE) Systems are Go!
Year 7 have experienced the
wonderful BAE Systems Roadshow.
The aim of the day was to encourage students to consider
the importance of STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths) in schools and highlight the close
relationship between the subjects. Thirty lucky students,
who are proving to be gifted and talented in Technology,
had the opportunity to take part in an additional workshop
using teamwork and communication skills to solve
problems related to STEM.
All the students had a wonderful experience working with
BAE, a multinational employer, and they gained many
employability skills. Although based in the North West,
BAE Systems has operations worldwide. It is among the
world’s largest defence contractors and its current
projects include the construction of Astute Class
submarines for the Royal Navy.

“It is among the world’s largest
defence contractors”

continued from page 1

Battle of the Bands
“It’s an amazing event and let’s hope there will be many
more Battle of the Bands at North Liverpool Academy.”
At the event, all the bands chose songs that audience
members could enjoy and relate to - and the music was fantastic!
The guest band, Dan Elson and the Rhhytm Pixies, really knew how to get the crowd going as
they performed during the interval and at the end. It was clear that the crowd did not want them to
stop; they had everybody dancing and singing along to their music.
It was a very tough decision for the judges to choose a winner. However, they awarded third
place to Bebington School’s band, Purple Suspects. The second place went to TAMA, the band
from NLA while first place went to Corn on Da Cob, also from NLA. All the bands were fantastic
and they should be extremely proud of themselves. It’s an amazing event and let’s hope there will
be many more Battle of the Bands at North Liverpool Academy.
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FOCUS ON PE

Girls’ Hockey is launched
This year has seen the emergence of the first girls’ hockey teams at NLA. There was massive interest in the sport which
resulted in the creation of two teams. They competed against other schools in the area and both teams took part in North
Liverpool Academy’s first annual hockey festival, which the A Team won.

Track and field success We are the
NLA girls’ athletic squad has won third position in the Liverpool City
Athletic Championships.
This is a massive achievement as the schools above them, Archbishop Blanch and St John Bosco, have a really
impressive reputation within the competition. The girls qualified in many events including the Javelin, Shot Put,
200m, Relay, Discus, 1500m, High Jump and 800m. They showed excellent commitment to sport and came in on
their day off to compete in the finals at Wavertree. The girls achieved some excellent results, especially Janine
Eden and Emily Simpson, who came second and third in Liverpool for Javelin.

champions!
Years 8 and 9 have won the Liverpool City
Schools League with both teams beating
their fierce rivals, Broughton Hall, on
penalties.
The teams were unbeaten all year and displayed some excellent
performances. Year 8 top scorer was Molly Farley while Year 9 top
scorer was Caitlin Edwards. The Year 7 and 8 team were also
finalists, reaching the Matrix Cup Final for the second year running.
The group stages took place at Liverpool University where they
played some tough games but showed great character.
The girls qualified for the semi-finals and played Broughton Hall
who quickly went 1-0 up. However, NLA did not let their heads drop
and, thanks to a Janice Ndlovu equaliser, the girls held out for
penalties and won 3-2. The final was played at the home of Everton
FC, Goodison Park. Unfortunately, they were beaten 2-1 but gave it
their all and enjoyed the special occasion. The girls were supported
by two of our very talented Year 9s, Lydia Jones and Caitlin
Edwards, who gave the team a massive confidence boost!

Summer is here!
The start of the summer term signals
the start of the cricket season across
schools nationwide and NLA have
already begun brightly in their early
fixtures.
After a good turnout to enrichment sessions on Tuesdays
and Thursdays, there is now healthy competition for each of
the boys’ teams with squads approaching 15 or 16 players.
After an agonising one run defeat in their opening fixture
against Archbishop Beck, the Year 8/9 team bounced back
to beat the same opposition in the return fixture a week later.
Top performances over the two games came from captain,
Niall Mantova, who led the bowling attack with great control,
taking three wickets. In addition, vice-captain, Bradley

Mooney, smashed an unbeaten 27 including a six which
Andrew Flintoff would have been proud of!
The Year 9/10 team travelled to Fazakerley and put in a
spirited performance against a strong team. Captain, Daniel
Allen, led the way with excellent bowling and Thomas Collins
took a great catch on his debut. The lads showed how they
can compete with strong opposition and how their hard work
in training is rewarding them with some fantastic
performances. In the end, NLA went down to a ten run
defeat but should be very proud of the teamwork and
determination they showed throughout.
There are remaining fixtures to be played so if you fancy
coming to show your support, look out for our next home
match. Anyone interested in playing is welcome to attend
training sessions.

Girls’ Matrix Final team

Year 8 team

Year 9 team

