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Best results ever! Welcome
North Liverpool Academy is celebrating its best ever
results at AS and A2 Level as well as maintaining 100%
success at GCSE.

Year 7

Stephen Twigg MP

The results days saw very happy students collecting some outstanding grades. Many A
Level students confirmed their university places and NLA is proud to have fantastic students
leaving us to be successful in a variety of careers. For example, Patrick Kodric-Lowe is going
to study Law and Joseph Lea will be studying Accountancy. Peter Stoba is taking a degree
in Engineering and Ashleigh Molloy a degree in Journalism. We wish them every success!
In addition, we had some amazing AS results, so next year looks incredibly promising as
NLA’s young hopefuls embark on the start of their careers. Becky Shannon, for example,
was delighted with her results, achieving AAAB, including a full Maths A Level a year early.
Adding to our impressive 100% pass rate at A Level, a week later we maintained our 100%
Louise Ellman MP
pass rate at GCSE. We had many smiling faces as students celebrated the achievements
and students
they had worked so hard for over the years.
NLA Principal, Mrs Askew, said:
“This is the best set of results we
have ever had at AS and A2 Level
at North Liverpool Academy and I
am so proud of our students for the
phenomenal effort they have put in
which is clear to see in the grades
that they have achieved.”

A Level celebrations

GCSE celebrations

“This is the best set of results we have ever had.”

A Level celebrations

House system
expands at NLA
Excited students arrived at
the start of this term to find a
new House had been added.
The system at North Liverpool Academy places
students in a House in Year 7 where they
remain until they leave. The current Houses are
McGough, Patten, Redmond and Russell and
the new House’s name is La Plante.
Led by Assistant Principal, Mr Simpson, and
House Manager, Miss Barker, the new House
is an important addition for the Academy. Being
part of a House gives students an identity and

support network within school. The Houses
also enjoy some healthy competition. Miss
Barker said: “We are very excited to introduce
an additional House at NLA and to welcome
our new students.”

“We are very excited to
introduce an additional House
at NLA and to welcome our
new students.”

GCSE celebrations

A warm
welcome to
our new Year
7s from all the
staff and
students at
North
Liverpool
Academy.
Many of our new
students enjoyed an
Induction Day at NLA
in July. Pictured are
some of those taking
part in one of the
activities. You can
find more pictures of
the Induction Day on
page 7.

Olympic Pride

NLA had its own Olympic Torchbearer taking part in
the nationwide relay.
Molly Steel (pictured) was selected to run with the torch from Upper Duke Street to
Berry Street in Liverpool city centre during the torch procession. Since then she has
spoken at a press conference, appeared on BBC News with her torch and given talks
to students.
Molly was chosen because of her commitment to boxing and coaching since she was
13 years old. Held back from competing professionally by her asthma, she decided to
give something back, by coaching others in the sport.
The inspirational student currently volunteers
12 hours a week at Salisbury ABC, delivering
sessions to young people. She also coaches all
ages in school and works with the Merseyside
and Cheshire Female Squad System. In
recognition of her efforts, Molly has been
nominated for Young Volunteer of the Year by
the Merseyside Sports Partnership.

ARTS & FOOD TECHNOLOGY
Arts roundup
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Festival of Arts

As part of the NLA Festival of Arts, there was an exhibition to celebrate our students' creative achievements.
All examination artwork was represented, as well as work from our younger students. Some of the artwork
was entered in a Saatchi Gallery schools competition during the summer.

Heritage Community Arts Project

Mr Smith has been meeting with the Heritage Arts Committee to organise exciting community arts projects as
part of our enrichment programme. The projects will be based on local history, legends, stories and
characters. If you would like to be involved, please see Mr Smith for more details.

The Big Draw

We hope that NLA students will become involved in the annual, national Big Draw events that will be
happening in various venues around the city. Please see Miss Bradshaw for more details.

Total Wipeout

Our students helped to design a poster for Health Awareness Day at Everton Sports Centre. This event was
held on Friday 31st August.
Please see page 6 for more of our students’ artwork.

Come dine with me
Talented NLA student, Thomas Kearns,
is celebrating after being named
runner-up in the Liverpool Food and
Drink Festival Food Challenge.

Drew Li, Centre Leader of the Centre for Tourism, Events and Food Studies at the
University, said: “Joining forces with the Liverpool Food and Drink Festival has given us
an opportunity to find and nurture young local talent through the Food Challenge. The
standard of entries was exceptional and all the judges were really impressed.”
Thomas is pictured on the left, holding his certificate.

The Year 10 chef was one of the 12 finalists at the
MasterChef style competition, which took place at Liverpool
John Moores University’s Food Academy. Fellow students,
Keiran Hodgson and Abdeh Davidson also won a place in the
final ‘cook off’ which was open to all Year 10 Food, Design
and Technology students across Merseyside.
Judges commented that his Sticky Cola Chicken and
homemade coleslaw was ‘well flavoured’ and made ‘perfect
festival food’. Chefs from Liverpool’s top restaurants, Il Forno,
Lunya and Alma de Cuba, all associate sponsors of the
Festival, joined the University’s lecturers in judging the final
‘cook-off’.
As part of his prize, Thomas and three friends gained free
entry to the Liverpool Food and Drink Festival in Sefton Park.
He will also be experiencing life as a chef at one of Liverpool’s
top restaurants and his recipe will feature on the Festival’s
website.

The Artist
By Mazie Louise Williams

The letterbox swung open. There were the usual
letters, but one..... was from the school.
My mum read it silently in her head and I tried to figure out her emotions; I
couldn’t remember the last time I was late, or off school, or in trouble. Her face
lit up and a giant grin of relief spread across my face. Not only was I
performing Shakespeare as part of the Festival of Arts, but my artwork had
been ‘selected for our prestigious NLA Festival of the Arts Exhibition’.
I was overjoyed because three pieces of my work had been chosen and were
all going to be exhibited with the Sixth Formers’ work. I counted down the days
eagerly until finally the day came. I felt so happy, excited and scared, all at the
same time! There it was on display! My entire family came to see my artwork
and they were so proud of me. And to be honest, I was proud of myself!

“I was overjoyed because three pieces of my
work had been chosen and were all going to be
exhibited with the Sixth Formers’ work.”

Food, glorious food!
Food Technology students at North Liverpool Academy have prepared and
cooked lunch for members of the Academy’s Student Parliament. The group
are pictured with staff as well as some of the dishes they served.

SIXTH FORM FOCUS
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North Liverpool Academy
offers world-class award
North Liverpool Academy has been
authorised to offer the International
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma for Sixth
Form students.
The course, which is accessible to all students, offers a
well-rounded education and prepares individuals for work
in a globalised world. Students learn a foreign language
as well as designing and running their own projects. This
gives them valuable skills for employment and/or
university in any country.
Employers and university admissions tutors value the
qualification highly. The University of Bath states that ‘the
IB Diploma Programme gives a breadth of personal,
professional and academic preparation, encourages an
international outlook and instils the value of independent
learning.’

NLA is one of the select few schools on Merseyside that
are able to offer the IB. The qualification is accepted by
universities throughout Europe, the USA and Canada.
Martin Davidson, CEO of the British Council, sums up the
value of the IB perfectly: “Our schoolchildren cannot
afford to fall behind the rest of the world. For the UK to
compete in a global economy, it is vital that we encourage
our young people to have an interest in and engagement
with the world around them.”
The IB has just started at NLA. For more information
please log onto: http://northliverpoolacademy.com/ib/
NLA student, Jamie Doran, is pictured speaking to
Radio City about the IB.

The IB course is different, engaging and ideal for students
who perhaps aren’t too sure what they want to do with
their lives; it keeps their options open. IB student, Liam
Howlett, comments: “The IB is not just for clever people.
I’m an all-rounder; I don’t excel in one particular subject.”

Oxford or Cambridge?
A group of North Liverpool Academy’s
brightest hopefuls have spent an Open Day
at the University of Oxford.
The seven students stayed overnight in Balliol College where
literary greats such as Graham Greene and Aldous Huxley
studied, as well as Harold Macmillan, Boris Johnson and
controversial academic, Richard Dawkins.
They stayed in student rooms and dined with
undergraduates in the ‘Harry Potter style’ hall of the 13th
century college. “The student accommodation was pretty
good,” said Jamie Doran, “one bedroom even had a
piano in it!”
The Academy students found out about the
admissions process at Balliol and took tours
of other Oxford colleges, including Trinity.
They visited the faculties and fired burning
questions at unsuspecting Oxford dons! The
students also explored the sights and sounds
of the city, overawed by the “grand and
beautiful architecture” according to
Jonnie Lu.
There was even time for a
chauffeured punt ride on the

“The IB course is different,
engaging and ideal for students
who perhaps aren’t too sure what
they want to do with their lives; it
keeps their options open.”

Mastering the masterclass
honoured to host the event that was open to the
highest achieving students from across the region.

beautiful summer’s evening, as
well as a personal tour around the
Museum of the History of Science
- the world’s oldest surviving
museum. After a thoroughly
enjoyable
and
educational
experience, the only question left
in the students’ minds is... Oxford
or Cambridge?

Seven North Liverpool Academy students attended
along with twenty students from other schools,
including Bluecoat and King David. They were given
classes by Oxford and Cambridge dons, either on
the mathematical theory behind Science or on
ground-breaking biological research into Alzheimer’s.

NLA was selected by Oxford and
Cambridge universities to host a
Merseyside Masterclass in Maths
and the Sciences.
Because of its positive relationships with Admissions
Tutors at both universities, the Academy was

Students described the sessions as ‘intense and
mind blowing!’ They were treated to a demonstration
of an Oxbridge interview with a current Oxford
student. “It was really encouraging because the
student didn’t know the answer straight away and
was able to ask questions; the interviewer was
supportive and got the student to think in different
ways,” commented NLA student Jamie Doran who
found the masterclass very beneficial.

Rock into Sixth Form
As part of their introduction into Sixth Form, students have been
treated to a NLA music festival.
Local bands played to a full crowd alongside rising star Ben Montague who has recently supported the
Stereophonics in the USA. The students were rewarded with pizza and nibbles as they enjoyed the music with
their new classmates. Welcome to Sixth Form!
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FOCUS ON…

Sixth Form student, Rebecca Shannon, was on the History trip to Auschwitz in Poland with Mr Fearon and Miss Moran.

A life-changing experience
How an historical site filled with horror and
darkness can change your life forever, is mind
blowing.
I studied ‘Anti-Semitism, Hitler and the German People’ for AS level, as
well as Nazi Germany for GCSE. When researching concentration
camps, we focused on Auschwitz, reading accounts from the camp and
testimonials from Holocaust survivors. However, visiting Auschwitz was
completely different.
Standing completely still, looking around at destroyed gas chambers,
bunkers that seemed to go on for infinity and a haunting train track. From
that moment you start to wonder what madness this is. In Auschwitz, I
felt everything I knew being torn away and found myself questioning
every little thing.

I have held an image of gas chambers in my mind since I was 10 years
old, and now, aged 17, standing in a gas chamber you feel your mind
being struck. You lose all identity as you stand in the dark chamber, in
eerie silence. Thousands upon thousands of Jews and prisoners
suffered their final fate right where I was standing. The chorus screams
in Hebrew and the cries of children and babies, in the room where you
are standing. The poisonous silence is what explains everything to you.

Individuals
Walking around the rooms that are still intact and the endless
documents, from the certification of Zyklon B gas to the amount of
luggage, triggers more questions. I stood in a room surrounded by
thousands of shoes, later followed by infants’ shoes. I could see the outfit
a baby once wore before she was murdered. These were individuals. It
is not something you can glance over in a school book statistic of six
million dead.
I stood in the footsteps of where a man sobbed and pleaded for his life
before being sent to the torture block. He was declaring his love for his
family, begging on his hands and knees for mercy. A highly courageous
man had agreed to take his place. This brought deep emotion which
finally caught up with me at the shooting wall.
Innocent people stood on that very spot and were murdered. Why? The
pain and agony of hundreds of thousands of people made me feel sick. I
felt angry that I was unable to comprehend it all. Memorial flowers lay at
the foot of the wall, symbolising not just the millions of innocent people
that died but the millions more people that suffered, are suffering and will
suffer in the future. The amount of people who are affected by this
unimaginable event is staggering.

In at the deep end
Year 12 Public Services students have taken part in five gruelling taster sessions at the
Mersey Water Centre, Queens Dock.
The students participated in kayaking, sailing, paddle board and powerboating. This was part of their Unit 11 ‘Water-Based Outdoor
Adventurous Activities’ coursework. They had to demonstrate skills and techniques in various water-based activities.
The group battled against the elements all week and were well-behaved and pleasant throughout their time at the Centre. The
students went back to complete their One Star certificates in kayaking and sailing in which they were all successful.

“The group battled against the
elements all week and were
well-behaved and pleasant throughout
their time at the Centre.”

…SOCIAL SCIENCES
Adventures outdoors
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By Dylan Lee and David Shannon, Year 9

Year 9 Public Services group
have been to Ashurst Beacon
Country Park.

“We walked
for about four
hours before
finally
reaching the
Beacon.”

We had to carry out a variety of tasks required for
Units 8 and 10 of the course. It was a muddy
adventure, climbing fences and hiking along the
road. It became very challenging and we had to
apply all our skills in finding the location. Mr Pye
and Mr Molden stopped us during the walk to
assess our four and six figure grid reference skills.
They helped us find where we were on the map
so we could work out where we were going.
We walked for about four hours before finally
reaching the Beacon. There was a bit of
competition when we had to take pictures of map
symbols on our phones. We sat down for a
delicious dinner and afterwards we thought it was
four hours back to the minibus - but it was just a
two minute walk! When we got there we slumped
into the seats, relieved to get a proper rest on the
journey back to school after a great day out.

High wire acts
By Daniel Stanton, Year 10

We
have
been
to
Loggerheads Country Park
as part of our Public
Services Unit 8, Adventurous
Training.

“Hill walking was a bit tiring but I enjoyed it,
especially because the sun was shining!”

The Park is near Mold in North Wales. It
has heather moorland, limestone crags,
woods, rivers and farms. We took part in
two activities and were assessed practically
on hill walking and abseiling. Hill walking
was a bit tiring but I enjoyed it, especially
because the sun was shining!
At first glance the abseiling looked really fun
but as I got over the bridge it was
frightening and I could not go down.
However, I had another go later and,
although it was still frightening, I went down
and felt a great sense of achievement. It
was a great day and I really enjoyed it.

Academy Awards
Staff and students at North Liverpool Academy are celebrating
the achievement of their latest awards.

School Games Silver Kitemark

The Academy has been awarded the Silver Kitemark
Award for School Games and the development of
competition in school and the community. This is in
recognition of all the sporting opportunities available to
students, organised and developed by staff within North
Liverpool Academy. Well done to the PE department
staff for their role in this achievement!

ICT Mark

North Liverpool Academy has also been re-awarded the prestigious
ICT Mark, which recognises the strategic use of ICT across the
school in both administration and the curriculum. The ICT Mark shows that NLA is committed to integrating ICT into
every aspect of learning and equipping students for progression in the modern world.
Bernadette Brooks is General Manager of Naace, the ICT association which promotes the role of technology in
education. She said: “North Liverpool Academy thoroughly deserves the accolade of an ICT Mark accreditation.
They clearly demonstrate how important it is to take a whole school approach to using ICT in schools. We look
forward to working with them to demonstrate how ICT can have a substantial impact on learner outcomes in the
future.”

Computing at School

NLA achieved this award following the Academy’s
hosting of the first Computing At School (CAS) Teaching
Hub meeting, which was hugely successful.
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NLA IN THE COMMUNITY

Pink and Powerful
Community events

NLA’s annual Pink and Powerful
event has raised over £1,255 for Breast
Cancer Care.
The evening of fun, glitz and glamour celebrated the
achievements of young female entrepreneurs from across
Merseyside. Radio City’s Clare Simonsen compèred the
event. Guests were wowed with a catwalk show from
young local designers such as Ria Brown, Dominque Dean
and Francesca Couture. There were performances from
Chloe McLaughlan, Green Street Dance and North
Liverpool Academy’s Chamber Choir and dance group.

Happy Holidays

Students from the local area have been taking advantage of North
Liverpool Academy’s holiday camps over the half-term and summer
break. The youngsters can take part in a wide range of activities
for their age group covering sports, drama, art and craft.
The camps have been particularly good for
students who have just started at NLA, as they
got to know the school, staff and their future
classmates. Our half-term camps continue to
grow from strength to strength, offering more and
more activities and events for the community. Watch
this space!
Pictured are two children enjoying the holiday
activities at NLA.

Local entrepreneurs such as Pearlesque, Plum Sugar and
The Brink Cafe supported the event by showcasing their
businesses with interactive market-style stalls and by
promoting the work of Breast Cancer Care.
Jade Parkinson-Hill, NLA’s Director of Business and
Enterprise, said: “The fun packed evening opened the
eyes of young people to the possibilities available to them
and the routes they can take to become a young
entrepreneur in their own right. Behind the glitz and
glamour there was a strong message of wellbeing and
aspiration. Guests were encouraged to discover the
success stories behind the businesses and support the
wonderful work of Breast Cancer Care in the process.”

Film Night

Film buffs were invited to NLA to watch the movie
Ghostbusters. The Academy’s Classic Film Night was
open to all our community. Children and parents from
across the area attended and had a great time
watching a family film together. NLA are running
these film nights once a term from this month, so
check out the website to see what’s on!

Arts roundup

Continued from page 2

More artwork from our talented students
at North Liverpool Academy.

Belinda Wang

Jade Chen

Tabitha Konstantine

Stephanie Montgomery

Liam Hynes

Laura Yankey

FOCUS ON RAP
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Going to war!
By Ben Lawler

During June, Year 7 and 8 students went
to Boscobel House in Stafford.

“The students petted the horses which were part of the event and they
found out how cooking was performed over four hundred years ago.”

This is where The Royal Oak Tree of Charles 1 is situated and the
students had gone to see a Civil War re-enactment. On arrival, they
learned about conditions in the 1600s. They also learned about the
weapons, warfare and methods of transport, as well as taking part
in a pike drill. The students petted the horses which were part of
the event and they found out how cooking was performed over four
hundred years ago; some of them even went to a traditional inn!
Everybody enjoyed the trip and would love to visit again.

Learning about university life
Sixty students from Year 7 have
been on a day visit to the University
of Liverpool.
The RAP (Raising Achievement Programme) event
was arranged so that the young people could see the
university firsthand and learn about student life. It was
also to motivate them towards higher education.
The day involved a series of sessions designed by the
Educational Opportunities Team and delivered by the
University’s Graduate and Student Advocates. These
are recently graduated or current students who can
speak from recent experience and can act as role
models to the visitors.

Each session focused on an aspect of personal development and
was designed to increase the students' motivation towards
education. It was also to expand their knowledge of university, to
understand a 'progression journey' through education, and to
increase their aspirations for the future.
In the afternoon, the students attended a 'Science is Cool'
academic session delivered by the Physics Outreach Team. This
interactive lecture had been designed to show the teaching and
learning styles used at the university, compared to school. It also
demonstrated the range of equipment that undergraduates can
use throughout their course. The visit allowed the young people
to ask questions about the University, disprove myths about
higher education, and receive more information about their
educational journey and future options.

Welcome and au revoir!
A warm welcome to our new Year 7

Pictured are some of our new Year 7 students enjoying a range
of activities and experiences during their Induction Day at North
Liverpool Academy in July.

Goodnight and Good Luck to our Year 13

North Liverpool Academy’s Year 13 received a send-off to
remember. Wining and dining at Liverpool’s Pan American Bar
on the Albert Dock, our 100+ leavers danced the night away,
saying a fond farewell to friends and teachers.
As the sun set over the historic Liverpool docks, the students
dined in red velvet booths, on duck and miniature gourmet
burgers. Some even splashed out on champagne to mark the
occasion. There was an Awards Presentation with certificates to
mark some of our most notable Sixth Form characters. It was a
memorable evening, which ended in some tearful goodbyes.
Goodbye NLA class of 2012, you will be missed!

SPORT AND NEWSROUND
League and Cup Champions!
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Merseyside Cup Winners

The NLA girls’ football team are Merseyside Cup Winners! They were 3-0 down at half-time against
Maricourt in the final match. Rather than let their heads drop, they showed excellent determination and
teamwork to produce a tremendous second half display that grabbed the cup from Maricourt’s grasp. In
true NLA spirit they won 4-3!
In the team’s journey to the trophy they had a bye in Round One and beat Savio 16-0 in the second
round. In the quarter-final they beat Formby 6-0 and St Mary’s 6-0 in the semis.

Liverpool League Champions

Liverpool League Champions
Merseyside Cup Winners

NLA’s Year 8 and 9 girls’ football teams have won the Liverpool League Championship. Both teams won
their league with an impressive set of performances on finals’ night which was held at NLA. Well done to
both teams who have tried hard in all games this season to achieve the impossible - we did it!

Years 7 and 8 Rounders qualifiers

Well done to the Year 7 and 8 Rounders teams who have qualified alongside Bellerive and Bluecoat for
the North and South City Championships. Good Luck girls!

“Rather than let their heads drop, they showed excellent
determination and teamwork to produce a tremendous second half
display that grabbed the cup from Maricourt’s grasp. In true NLA
spirit they won 4-3!”
Year 7 Rounders qualifiers

Studio School Stu
is our own i-Robot

Year 8 Rounders qualifiers

Settled at sea

North Liverpool Academy’s robot, Stu, will be
teaching ICT at the Academy as well as specialised
courses at our newly opened Studio School.
Stu can walk, talk (in several languages) and dance - his version of Michael
Jackson’s ‘Thriller’ is particularly impressive. The robot also has voice and facial
recognition, so he really gets to know both staff and students and is an excellent
teaching tool for the 21st century.
Assistant Principal, Emily Vernon, comments: “Stu represents our
dedication to ICT and to ensuring that students with a flair for ICT
can acquire the skills for a positive future in the gaming and digital
media sector.” The 57cm humanoid robot is certainly a
welcome addition to North Liverpool Academy!

As a member of the Sea Cadets, Matthew
Brown has won three gold medals, a trophy and
has even met the Queen!
In just one year, the 13 year old NLA student has been rowing, kayaking,
canoeing and windsurfing. He has travelled from London to Plymouth and
has still had time to practise drills and earn his badges.
Matthew, the grandson of NLA caretaker, Bobby Taggart, has tested his
seamanship skills by sailing around Anglesey and the Isle of Man. When
docking the boat, the cadets were ordered to jump into the lagoon. He
said: “About a gallon of salt water came out of my nose afterwards!”
During the summer, the cadets were inspected by the Lord Mayor as they
gave a general salute in front of the Armed Guard. They have been
training at HMS Eaglet, the Royal Marines and Navy base, and gearing up
for the national championships in London. Matthew describes his time in
the Cadets as ‘lots of fun’ and he is aspiring to be a Sea King helicopter
pilot with the Royal Navy.
Matthew is pictured with fellow Sea Cadets.

