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Shanghai

MP visits NLA’s
Student Parliament
Newly elected MP for Walton,
Steve Rotherham, has visited North
Liverpool Academy and spent time
with members of the Student
Parliament.
The Labour Party MP explained how his interest in politics
was sparked at an early age through his father who was a
councillor in Kirkby. Steve was asked how difficult it had
been to fit in with his new constituents:
“I’m really lucky because I was a councillor in Walton and
two years ago I was also Lord Mayor of Liverpool. I went
round lots of schools, community organisations and the
voluntary sector and started to build up a vast network of
individuals that I met up with on a regular basis. So when I
was asked to be the Member of Parliament, I already knew
a lot of people. I’ve promised myself I’ll visit every local
school as soon as possible and visit every community
organisation before the end of this parliamentary term.”

STOP
PRESS!

We are the top school in the
country for CVA (contextual
value added) – this means our
students have made the best
progress from when they
arrive in Year 7 to when they
leave in Year 11. This is an
incredible achievement! Mrs
Askew praised the hard work
of staff and children and had
this to say:
"I have fabulous children here. Their behaviour is
impeccable and we have a very strong community
ethos. We have had incredible support from our
local community partners. We could not have done
what we have done without them."

Steve outlined his priorities which focused on the
regeneration of the area, in particular, restarting the
stalled Project Jennifer, the working title given to a
project to improve the Great Homer Street area of
North Liverpool. The planned £150 million district
centre is seen as a flagship scheme that will create a
new heart for the area.
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Snakes alive!
“I’ve promised myself I’ll visit every local
school as soon as possible and visit every
community organisation before the end of
this parliamentary term.”

the Queen. However, he still felt they should pay for
their own wedding!
The Student Parliament would like to thank Steve
Rotherham for taking the time to visit us and we
hope he becomes a regular visitor to our school.

His second priority in terms of regeneration is the
area around the two football grounds where streets
of houses are due to be knocked down under the
HMRI programme. He explained how, unfortunately,
the Government has withdrawn funding for this
scheme. He is now working hard to secure funds to
continue with this work and avoid leaving the area
looking as though it had been ‘blitzed’.
When asked by the students about taxpayers footing
the cost of the Royal Wedding, Steve revealed that
his negative view of the Monarchy had improved
after meeting and spending time with Her Majesty

First step to Oscars!

Sixth Form welcome

NLA students won one of three
prizes at the annual Young
Liverpool Film Night, held at
FACT (Foundation for Art and
Creative Technology).
From over 50 entries ‘Time to Go’ (written, produced
and directed by Daniel Smith, Sophie Williamson and
Kevin Potter) was felt by the judges to best fit the
Biennial's ‘Touched' theme. Another NLA film
‘Outcome’ (written, produced and directed by
Charlie Bowden, Rachael Jones and Rachael
Richmond) was one of only 9 shortlisted films
on the night.
Successfully beating other films that had
been funded by bodies including
Liverpool City Council, BAFTA UK,
the Lottery Arts Fund and various
arts charities was a real
achievement for our students who
had carried out every aspect of their
productions independently.

Mr O’Toole and Mrs Brewer attended the big screen
premiere of both films at the FACT Centre and they
were immensely proud of the students’ achievements.
They are also extremely happy that the students are
now doing well at Edge Hill University, having
continued with TV and film production courses after
completing their A levels at North Liverpool
Academy. See you at the OSCARS guys!
Pictured is Daniel Smith, director of
‘Time To Go’ and the student
team (L-R) Charlie Bowden,
Rachael Jones, Daniel
Smith, Rachael
Richmond.

NLA’s Sixth Form Open Evening was a
superb spectacle with displays of over 25
different courses on offer at the Academy.
There was a wide range of vocational as well as more traditional academic
course information available. Every subject was represented on the night
with Faculties finding novel ways of demonstrating their courses.
Forensic Science set up a crime scene complete with forensic operators in
attendance; Business Studies offered their Business Bistro once again;
Social Science allowed future sixth formers to collect stamps in their
‘passports’ as they travelled around all the Social Science subjects.
Performing Arts entertained everybody with the Academy band performing
rousing numbers.
Please see page 3 for more information and pictures.
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Oh what a night!
Pink and Powerful was bigger than ever
with over 600 people singing and dancing
the night away; the atmosphere was relaxed
and the smiles contagious.
Laura Walsh, Liverpool’s own famous poet (from Radio Merseyside’s
Billy Butler Show), was the compère for the evening. She read her
powerful poem about abusive relationships, to mark the White
Ribbon Day campaign to end violence against women. Later we
laughed as she shared her poem about the husband caught wearing
his wife’s clothes. This was followed by a rendition of ‘I’m Every
Woman’ by Will Worthington in drag, which added to the laughter.
Performing Arts students wowed the audience with professional
performances by their choir. An emotional rendition of Nessum
Dorma by Sammi Cottrell was one of the many highlights of the
evening. Guest star, Beverley Anne Keenan, was warmly welcomed
as the audience danced along to her music. She grew up locally and
has enjoyed success as a recording artist and through working with
pop group The Farm.
We had our very own Gok 2 for the fashion challenge, where two
teams purchased clothes on eBay for the catwalk show, modelled by
our students. Five outfits were designer and five were high street and
the audience voted for the high street collection. The clothes will be
resold on eBay with the most profitable collection winning the
competition. The Junior Enterprise team provided a ‘Pink’ shop and
sold almost everything while other students prepared and served
canapés to the audience. Our cheerleaders’ Pink and Powerful chant
got the audience applauding as the girls performed their clever
routine and the doorman, Mal, put on his shocking pink suit for the
night!
The audience also visited the information stalls in our marketplace,
offering various types of help and support. There was advice on free
health MOTs and on benefits, employment and housing. The
Performing Arts students closed the evening with a rendition of
Simply the Best – a fitting tribute because that’s what we are!

Future
Search 2010

The third Future Search event was a huge success attracting
58 delegates from local community groups, the PCT and the
Local Authority. The Deputy Lord Mayor, Frank Prendergast,
welcomed delegates and spoke about the area’s
transformation. He praised the school for raising the
aspirations of the next generation. Our students were
involved in the discussions at each table, confidently voicing
their opinions and enthusiastically speaking about what they
are doing within the school. We discussed pooling resources,
creating jobs, bridging gaps in lost funding streams and
involving parents and families in community activities. There
was frustration with lack of progress in regeneration work to
improve the image of the area and attract business. Readers
can contact us for our Future Search newsletter. We would
also be delighted to hear your views on local issues.
Please contact Debbie Crew on 0151 260 4044 or
d.crew@northliverpoolacademy.co.uk

Respect!
The annual Respect Week is when community
groups and agencies unite to tackle local
issues. Congratulations to our students who
received Young People Respect Awards:
Lewis Rudd - fundraising for an animal charity
during school breaks.
Karl Christopherson - work in the community
to make a real difference.
Jake Moyles - training and volunteering to run
after school drama classes for Y7s.
Haneen Awwad - outstanding performance as
the Young Major of Liverpool.
Charlie Mullin - commitment and energy in
community volunteer work and volunteering in
school as a peer mentor.
Rosalind Roberts and Sammi Cottrell came
second in the Police Constable’s Challenge at
Crosby Plaza. The girls competed brilliantly
against 11 acts, some semi-professional, from
other Merseyside schools. Sammi sang whilst
Rosalind danced a routine that she had
choreographed.

Poetry corner
The Amazing Ride

The Ride of my Life

The rollercoaster zooming through the sky
People screaming, shouting and some start to cry.

The rollercoaster screeches through the sky
People scream, shout and cry.

Now it’s back on the track
It’s running now for the end.
It goes up and down
Then spins around.

Climbing up the hill
Zooming down the track
I really wish I could go back.

Then it wildly whizzes to the bend
Oh help! When will it end?
I feel the cold metal bar
I can taste the fear!
Do I dare shed a tear?
Now I’m starting to have some fun.
The ride is over and I am done.
I step off full of pride
And I race for the next ride!
By Katie Puxley, Year 7

My tummy turning upside down
I could taste the air.
Now I think this is a real dare.
It’s running for the end
The engine screeching
But now I’m having fun
It’s going to end
I’m racing to go on again!
By Clara McNicholls, Year 7

Act Together - students produced the play ‘McFadden’s Farm’ after school to
educate young people about the dangers of taking drugs. The group were:
Liam Newsham, Stephen Hesketh, Joseph Baxendale, Callum O'Rourke, Jack
Jackson, Megan Passingham, Sophie Williamson, Becky Shannon, Stephanie
Gibson, Will Worthington, Natalie Green. They have also performed at a Gala
Evening at the Philharmonic Hall and at the Safer School Partnership National
Conference where they performed to 100 Senior Police Officers from 29
different Police Forces.

Healthy lifestyle
Calling all parents and carers!
Catering
Did you know the Academy serves a free breakfast for students between 7.45am and
8.10am? They have tried fruit, porridge and toast. Why not get your child to try some of
this term’s specials? The Academy has also launched the new Sub Bar serving rice
salads, pasta salads, subs, wraps and sandwiches at break and lunch - all healthy of
course. If you are fed up with making a packed lunch every day - get them to try our new
menus.
Please encourage your child to use the free school meal allowance if they are entitled.
We serve an excellent selection of meals and sandwiches which are of exceptional
quality and we make them to strict Government nutritional standards.

Cycle to school
Why not encourage your child to cycle to school? As reported in previous issues of The
Academy Times we have invested in 120 fantastic, very secure cycle parking bays
which are located at the front and back entrances. And if they don’t already have a
cycle, the students can cash in credits gained through achieving merits, to get one (they
will need a lot though!).

Parents
first
coffee
morning
We recognise the importance of
involving the whole family in the
education experience and we held our
first parent coffee morning at which
our Salon and Beauty students
provided free pamper sessions. We
are also providing IT workshops and
health and social care lessons to
allow parents to improve their skills
and confidence. We are supporting
our Parents Advisory Group (PAG) in
organising events and hope to involve
more parents, particularly ones who
may not be accessing available help.
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Taking care of baby
By Mrs Phillips

Four NLA students have each
been looking after a ‘baby’ for
the weekend!

it made me realise how tiring it is to care for a newborn baby.”
“I enjoyed the responsibility of looking after the baby.”
“It was tiring when the baby kept waking up in the night for a feed. I had to rock
her to get her back to sleep!”

“These reports showed that they
had all made an outstanding effort
and I am delighted with their
approach to this new venture.”

Kimberley Smith, Sophie Slater, Chelsea Irwin
and Megan Newsham were the first Child
Care students to experience the Real
Care Baby programme. It is part of
their BTEC First Certificate in
Children's Care, Learning and
Development course. Each student
had to care for their virtual babies computerised simulator dolls.
When the students returned to class on
the Monday, they each received an
individual detailed report on the care they
had given their babies over the weekend.
These reports showed that they had all
made an outstanding effort and I am
delighted with their approach to this new
venture. Each student has received a certificate
and a well deserved Determination Gem. Well done
to all!
What some students said about the experience:
“I enjoyed looking after the baby. It needed care
and attention just like a real baby.”
“The experience was very enjoyable although

Puppet Show
Year 13 Child Care students, Jan Atkins
and Nikita Manning, have made excellent
progress on their placement at Anfield
Children's Centre
The placement was part of their coursework for Unit 4: BTEC
National in Children's Care, Learning and Development. Staff at the
Centre really valued the students’ contribution to the care and
development of the children. Here is their account of just one of the
activities which they provided:
“We arrived at our Child Care placement and were asked if we
would like to do a puppet show for the children. We both agreed
immediately and got to work straightaway! First of all we stapled
together some bright material for the children to sit under, which
would help them to imagine they were in a theatre. We then put
some cushions on the floor to make them comfortable.
“We worked together to write a script about two animals who were best friends. The other animals in the group
were a little jealous but, as the story unfolded, they overcame their difficulties and in the end they all became
friends! We also made posters to advertise our puppet show and tickets for the children to hand in as they
entered the 'theatre’. We really enjoyed this activity.”
If you would like to know more about Child Care in Year 9 or Sixth Form please see Mrs Phillips,
Science corridor, Room 1030.

Continued from page 1……

Sixth Form welcome
Many of the Academy’s
current Year 11s attended the
Sixth Form Open Evening.
Here are some of their
comments:
“It was very useful and helped to give me an
insight into what subjects I might like to
specialise in next year.” Michael
“It was useful because we could see what
subjects we can choose and what grades we
need to achieve in order to join the courses in
Sixth Form.” Arnas

“I found it helped to show me what each
course is like and what type of things we
would do on the course. It also showed us
what type of skills you could use within the
course and also what type of
qualifications you would need for the
different subjects in Sixth Form.”
Natasha
If
you
would
like
more
information about the Sixth Form
at NLA then please contact any
member of the Sixth Form team
for a prospectus. You can also
find more information on our
website.

Life in the
fast lane

Years 12 and 13 Vehicle Technology
students have been on a trip to Prodrive in
Oxfordshire.
The company is one of the world's leading motorsport businesses. For
more than 25 years they have been running both race and rallying
programmes for some of the biggest names in the sport, including
Aston Martin and Subaru.
Accompanied by Mr Hockenhall and Mr Bell, the students were given
an exclusive opportunity to get behind the scenes and have a glimpse
of one of the world’s largest motorsport facilities.
The trip was a great success and we have built up good links with
Prodrive ensuring that future NLA students can also benefit from a tour
of the facilities.
Here are some of the students’ comments:
“The trip was very educational and exciting; seeing rare racing cars in
production gave me a real insight into what manufacturing racing cars
is all about.” Ryan Port Y13
“Going to Prodrive was a once in a lifetime opportunity; I really enjoyed
the trip and would love to return.” Peter Matson Y12
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Getting to know you!

During the summer holidays, PC Bain and five other schools’ police officers ran an activity based transition programme.

The aim of the 5 week programme was not just to provide diversionary activities but also to ease the transition into secondary school. Primary
pupils who were starting at the same secondary school were grouped together. They took part in physical activities which encouraged teamwork
and helped them to form new friendships. Over the first two weeks, 100 places were specifically for pupils starting at North Liverpool Academy.

Dragon Boating
Amathus is one of Britain’s
premier Dragon Boat Racing
clubs and are based at the
Liverpool Watersports Centre at
Queens Dock. With the help of
their expert team of coaches,
we were able to introduce 122
young people to this ancient
sport, 40 of those places being
taken by NLA students. Under
the guidance of the coaches,
the young people were given a
safety briefing, supplied with the
relevant equipment and then put through their paces on the water.
Andrew Ely reports: “We went Dragon Boating with PC Bain
and PC Edmond. Some of us were nervous because we had
never met before. When we got on the bus it was all quiet.
When we got there, a lady called Barbara showed us what to
do. We put on life jackets and got our paddles. Another lady
called Laura told us when to paddle. I had a water fight with
PC Edmond. He was sitting behind me so every time I put
the paddle in the water I splashed him and he kept nudging
me in the back! We were all soaked but had good fun. On
the bus home it wasn’t the same as on the way there
because it was much louder!”
Christian Hawkins reports: “First we met the staff at
Dragon Boating and got life jackets to keep us safe whilst in
the boat. We had a talk on safety procedures and went
down to get our paddles (oars). We climbed in the boat in
pairs to balance it and then paddled out. We raced the other
boats and then practised our strokes before paddling back
to the dock. We ate our lunch in the cafe and then got ready
to come back home.”

Ice Skating
During this programme, five
trips were made to the Deeside
Leisure Centre taking a total of
170 young people ice skating, 30
of them NLA students.
Megan Rivers reports: “We went ice skating but
when I arrived I was scared because I didn’t know
anyone. I loved doing the activity because I made
new friends; it was funny when we all started falling
over!”

“I loved doing the
activity because I made
new friends.”

Country Walk
With finance being tight, a
country walk is a very cheap
yet fulfilling activity. It’s not
the first choice activity for
many young people yet it
scores very highly on the
feedback forms. Five walks
were organised taking a total
of
180
young
people,
including 30 from NLA, into
the countryside.
Emilie Williams reports: “A group of us went to
Loggerheads. I thought it was going to be boring. However, it was
thoroughly amazing and adventurous! The thing I liked most was
when we climbed the mountain – the view just blew me away!”
Bethany Mason reports: “The Rivington Pike walk was fascinating
but exhausting. Once we had made it up the steps to the top and
had our lunch it was really easy. That day I made friends with nearly
everyone, so did everyone else. It
may have been exhausting but after it
was all over I was happy. I really felt
that I’d achieved one of my goals. On
the way back most of us were all
worn out and tired so we had a little
sleep on the bus. I hope I can do
that walk again some time.”

Jungle Parc
Jungle Parc is an exciting
adventure activity set in part of
Croxteth's woodlands. In seven
visits a total of 114 young people
completed the Xplorer Course
with 40 of them coming from
NLA. This is a challenging
journey through a tree top
course, requiring participants to
negotiate 44 stages using zip
wires, rope swings, tightropes
and cargo nets.
James McCann reports: “I had never been to
Jungle Parc before and so when I got there I was a
bit scared, but I knew a few people from other trips.
At first we all went on the beginner course and my
confidence went up like an aeroplane shooting off!
The part I really enjoyed was the skateboard activity.
I was supposed to stand up but, because I was
frightened, I sat down on it. The funniest thing was
when PC Chappory was on the zip wire. She flew
across it and she hit the cushion like a rocket and
her shoe came off and landed in a puddle. Jungle
Parc is the best trip ever!”

“It was thoroughly
amazing and
adventurous!”
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Shanghai or bust!
NLA students, Ruby Fairclough and James Bromley report on their trip to China to represent Liverpool at World Expo.

We were very lucky to be chosen to act
as ambassadors for our fantastic city in the
Liverpool Pavilion at the Shanghai
Exhibition.
We were there for a week with Mrs Ellis and a group of other
students from across Liverpool. Mrs Askew selected us to take part
in the ‘once in a lifetime’ event because of our leadership qualities,
mental strength, determination and teamworking skills.
Liverpool was the only UK city to have a dedicated presence at the
exhibition which ran between May and October last year and
attracted over 70m visitors. It is hoped it will bring in £50 million in
economic benefits to Liverpool and the North West over the next
decade.
We had to literally sell our city to the people of China who came to
visit the amazing Liverpool Pavilion - which shone a spotlight on the
city’s assets and strengths. The main task was greeting visitors and
talking to them about our home city. We worked with students from
other Liverpool schools as well as Chinese university students. We
also engaged in cultural events across Shanghai such as going to
the ancient water town of Su Jo and we visited Chinese secondary
schools to forge links with youngsters.
These were all amazing activities but a favourite experience was
being able to communicate with the Chinese people in every place
we visited, even when they didn’t speak English. Another great
experience was waking up at 5am to do Tai Chi in the park with the
lovely old Chinese residents of the city. We also formed amazing
friendships with students our age from other Liverpool schools.
We returned from this amazing experience with fascinating
memories and unbreakable friendships and bonds. We would like to
thank Mrs Askew very much for choosing us to go to this
jaw-dropping city. And it really is a city that doesn’t sleep!

Ruby is
pictured left.

James with frien

ds.
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Dan’s the man!
By Marie Wang, Matthew Davis, Scott Benson

Children’s author Dan Freedman has
visited NLA as part of our Raising
Attainment Project (RAP).
He told us how he wrote his books such as Golden Goal and Kick
Off and how he gets to interview footballers! When he was little,
Dan’s dad took him to a football match. At first he didn’t enjoy it at all
but his dad continued to take him and this is what made him decide
to be a footballer when he was older.
Unfortunately, when he grew older, Dan realised that he had no
chance of ever being a footballer and so he got a job at the Football
Association (FA) answering the phone. He eventually got bored of
this and so he decided to become a football journalist.
He realised that he could interview footballers and ended up
interviewing some of the best players in the world including world
famous Lionel Messi. That’s how he got the idea to write books
about football. He said it was a long struggle with lots of rejection
along the way but he made it as an author in the end.
Thanks, Miss Burgess, for asking Dan to visit us.

“It was a long struggle with lots of
rejection along the way but he made it as
an author in the end.”

‘And Sew To Bed’

Year 7 students have taken part in John
Lennon’s 70th birthday celebrations at
Liverpool Bluecoat Gallery.
Alongside West Everton Community Council and One World
Week, and the Craftivist Collective, Mrs Rybiczonek’s enrichment
group made a patchwork quilt for the Bed-In event. The aim of the
activity was to raise awareness of inequality in our world and to
demand change - to see an end to the social chasm between
those who have and those who need.
On the day, the quilt makers offered people the chance to make
more patches - either by designing their own on paper or actually
stitching a patch for peace. They were joined on the bed by
speakers, poets, singers and activists who shared the same
concerns and wanted to speak out against inequality and who
want to work for peace and justice.
Reverend Ellen Loudon, Assistant Curate, St Peter and St John
Chrysostom in Everton, told the students about the project and
worked with them in completing the squares. The students spent a
long time discussing, planning, designing and making their
patches with the help of Mrs Rybiczonek. Their concerns included
animal cruelty, racism and the loss of community and the students
expressed a desire for people to have a deeper desire for peace
and to show more love and concern for each other. The designs
for their squares reflected these concerns and feelings. Rev Ellen
Loudon was delighted with the enthusiasm of the girls:

Year 9’s Creative Writing
In English lessons, students have been
developing their skills in creativity by using
famous images as a stimulus to inspire their
writing. Here are two superb pieces
created by Sophie Cahill and, on the
next page, by Shaun Maddocks.
Destruction. Devastation. Disorder. All hurled
together. Black mist covered the tiny space like a thick
blanket, bringing more disorientation to the already
confused people, as they tried to fight their way through
the concrete haze. Screams of frightened people
echoed around, getting louder and louder like a radio
being raised in volume. Alarmed, people ran anywhere
to get away from the annihilation that cascaded around
them. Slaughtered people lay cold against the floor as
others ran anywhere, away from the place that was
their home.
Children who had once looked up at the soldiers in awe now looked up to them
in utter horror as they barged around dominating their town (a town that was no
longer the children’s). People who were once inspired and cherished were now
only dreaded. Their faces were covered, concealing their identities, they were
all the same. Their guns were all the same. Their clothes were all the same.

Their march was the same. Everything about them was the same. Not a name,
not a voice, just a streak. A streak to kill. Anyone, at anytime, at any place. . .

“I was inspired by their energy for the project, their focus on the
making of the patches and their caring relationships for each
other. I must also thank their teacher who helped the girls develop
skills to complete the patches. It was great to spend time with the
group working on this project and I am very grateful to them for
their patches.”
Rev Ellen has kindly
offered to allow North
Liverpool Academy to
display the full quilt in the
future, so you will be able
to see it in all its glory. If
you would like to see
more
then
visit
andsewtobed.wordpress.
com - the project’s
website.

What have we been
studying in RAP?
By Holly Furlong

In RAP we have been writing and
speaking about our own theme park and
the work has been linked to other lessons
such as ICT, Spanish and Science.

The children’s faces showed the only emotion they were capable of showing in
that moment: trepidation. The fear shook them to the core, rising up through
their gut and coming out in a bloodcurdling
scream of pure horror. No one was left. No
family or friends. Just the soldiers. The ones
who had taken everything.

The story was that the North Liverpool Academy had gone bankrupt
and we had to devise a plan on how to make more money in the
summer and save our school. We decided to create a theme park
and so the RAP classes were split into groups of four and we
competed against each other to see who wins. The final results are
due to be announced very soon!

The blast - that blast had ruined the only thing
the children had ever known - love. It ruined
their houses, took their friends, it took their
families. Most of all, it took their lives. Nobody
wanted that. And yet, it still happened. What did
they do? Nothing. That thing that had taken
everything was not their fault. But they would
receive no atonement, only an overwhelming
amount of grief. Grief to last a lifetime.

So what did we do? First, we got into our groups and started thinking
about ideas and visions for our theme park. Next, we created a logo,
business cards and posters. We also had to make a map of the
school so we could plan where to put the rides, toilets and gift shops.
To do this, we walked around the school grounds and counted our
steps and converted them into metres.

Their life before that day was filled with joy. Not
the terror. Not people taking everything they had in those seconds. Not only
would they have physical scars, their emotional scars would run just as deep as
the cuts and burns that had broken their skin. The burns tore away at her skin,
taking her skin’s former softness and turning it into a puddle of flesh. She would
have rather died a thousand times than have that pain inflicted on her. She
wanted to perish. Along with her family, she wanted to die.
By Sophie Cahill

The theme park project then started to tie into our other subjects. In
Spanish lessons we translated menus that we needed in our park.
Finally, we had to say why the theme park would be good or bad for
our community eg the jobs it would create or the money it would cost.
We have also learned about speaking and listening. We looked at
examples of how to and how not to speak to our customers, using
excerpts from Basil in Fawlty Towers. I have enjoyed working as a
group because I have got to meet new people and I have had to
think as a team member.
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Snakes alive!
Year 7 students have come face-to-face
with potentially their worst nightmare –
snakes!
Risk taking was the theme of the I’m An Artist/Technologist, Get Me
Out of Here! Faculty Day. The students learnt all about snakes and
created artworks about them. More importantly, they got up close
and personal with a variety of live snakes. They were taught how to
handle snakes correctly and they were able to examine them at
close quarters. All students who overcame their fears and held a
live snake received bravery certificates that included the Risk
Taking Gem.
The snakes featured on the day included various Carpet
Pythons from Australia, baby and adult Corn Snakes from
America and Gopher Snakes, again from Australia. The
individual specimens ranged from about 10” long to over 6’ in
length. They are all part of Mr Smith’s personal collection and he
has been keeping and breeding snakes for over 25 years. He has
written scientific papers about them, illustrated a range of books on
the subject and has spoken at numerous zoological symposiums in
the UK and mainland Europe.

Christmas Variety Show
Once again the Performing Arts
students put on a fantastic show for
us. There were dance acts featuring
students from Year 7 to Year 13;
beautiful singing by the choir; several
stunning solos and duets and some
wonderful drama pieces. Here is just a
selection of photos from the night.

Did you know?
There are over 3000 species of snake.
The longest snake is the Reticulated Python –
recorded at 33’ in length.
The most venomous snake is the Belchers Sea
Snake – one bite could kill 1000 people.
The most dangerous snake to man is the Saw
Scaled or Carpet Viper, killing many people each
year.
There are flying snakes that glide from tree to tree.
Snakes have no eyelids and are deaf.
Snakes can dislocate their jaws and have flexible
skulls to enable them to eat large prey.
All snakes are carnivorous, there are no vegetarian
snakes.

Year 9’s Creative Writing continued…
Bloodstained dust. His unforgiving grip covering the solemn man’s dirty
skin. His shaken limbs, staggering through heaps of rubble, occasionally
passing an opaque body whose soul had been dragged out of its shell by
the merciless blasts of a never-ending barrage of bombs. Constant bangs.
A fresh tear trickled down his defiant face. His limp and
immobile arm wrapped messily in a dusty, torn
bandage while he gripped his deadly, unremorseful
gun in his other hand. Trembling as he began to
move.
Nothing remained other than the bones shuddering as
his injured legs dragged across the brick floor. Silence
only broken by gunshots. By screams. By the dying
soldiers who attempted to crawl away from their fate,
only to collapse as hollow corpses. Nothing material
mattered in his tormented heart, all he cared for was
his struggling body, in its destroyed clothing, to make
it out of the sea of merciless metal and reckless rock.
Ghastly flames blocked a seemingly haunted
passageway as his body moved inch by inch through
discarded debris. His heart thumping, accompanied by thousands of men
and women and children screeching, as their bodies were ripped to shreds
by the violent blasts of war machines.
The heart of a soldier was the one he had, the heart that had been trained to
show no form of emotion. No compassion for fellow people. Just one rule

existed: obey orders. Not even the humid air around him or the flames of
destruction could warm his heart. It had been hollowed out long ago, the
only pain was the physical stabbing, shooting from his leg.
Inhaling a deep breath, he attempted to move ahead,
only to crash onto the floor with dusty oxygen
floating in his lungs. His war-torn eyes looked
upwards, through the gaping hole in what
appeared to be the roof. All he could see was
the moon - painted crimson red with the blood
of many innocent and tainted souls. The
solider lay there, his head now resting against
some kind of stone, wishing he could be up in
the sky where he would be free, a place where
the only thing that could hurt him was the
dampness of the fluffy clouds.
He would give anything for it all to end, sick of
all the agony he had caused by being a
heartless puppet for a manic cause. He was
tired of having nothing except his gun. He was
bored of his gruesome, worthless wounds tormenting him, taunting him to try
and get up only to become immobile once again.
He scanned what he could see. Chaos. Something he lost, something very
dear to him many years ago. A daughter. He felt chaos slowly drift towards
him, threatening to drive him insane. To drag him unwillingly into a world

that was far worse than the one he lived in now. A tear rolled down
his face, his daughter whispering into his blood-filled ear. Why
should he remain fighting in a world, a world that only punished him
while he had nothing left to fight for?
So he made his final act as a soldier, obeying his orders. He
obeyed the orders of his peaceful child. He picked up his gun in his
aching hand. It seemed lighter than usual. Maybe because what he
was about to do was not a deed of punishment, a deed of relief. He
pointed the barrel at the left side of his injured temple. With one last
glance at the now clear moon and the shining stars, he pulled the
rusted trigger.
A gunshot, a dropped gun. And his body lay there for centuries
while his healed heart and newly untainted soul wandered the
blissful heavens. Holding hands with his child for the first time in
years.
By Shaun Maddocks

“The solider lay there, his head now
resting against some kind of stone,
wishing he could be up in the sky
where he would be free.”
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By Mrs Williams

NLA students have taken part in a judo
competition at Sutton Leisure Centre.
The competition was run by the British Judo Association and
Premier League 4 Sport. Besides our team, there were teams
from Manchester, Bolton, Sutton and Stoke. The competitors
were divided by weight and age.
This was our first competition and after a strenuous hour of warm
up games the event began. Our students were fantastic and their
team spirit was amazing. Some of them had only had a couple of
judo lessons before the competition. They were up against
students who had clearly been doing judo for much longer.

Enrichment lessons and by Jackie Twort, co-ordinator from Everton FC. Both were very
impressed by our students and Jackie took the time to write to NLA :

“The young people were a credit to their school and themselves and it was a pleasure to
spend the day with them. Their behaviour was excellent throughout what turned out to
be a long day for them, and they performed extremely well when they got the opportunity
It was lovely to see children getting so much from playing a sport to compete. All in all it was an excellent day, and I am looking forward to the opportunity
which they clearly enjoyed. This was due to being trained by the of taking them to their next event.”
Everton Coaches. Arnus was clearly the star of the day, being
We all had a fantastic day thanks to a brilliantly organised event. The students who took
the winner in his age group.
part were: Thomas Hilton Y12, Paul Vinten Y12, Arnus Minikis Y11, Rebecca Court Y9,
I was accompanied on this trip by Ben Stomper, a coach from Steven Vinten Y9, Melissa Kasper Y9, Fay Jones Y7, Ryan Kasper Y7, Danielle Henry
Y7, Brittany Dunn Y7.
Everton FC who has been teaching the students judo in

Football focus

LFC
Sweeper Zone
By Miss Kennedy

The Y9 team in their new kit

By Mr Mulholland

Years 7, 8 and 9 now compete in the
Liverpool Saturday League so there have
been plenty of fixtures.
It was a good start to the season for the Year 7 team as they
beat All Saints High. However, things proved to be tougher but
they hope to beat Cardinal Heenan in the Liverpool Cup.
Highlight of the Year 8’s season was the 6-0 demolition of
Parklands in the first round of the Merseyside Cup. The Year 9s
started on the wrong foot, losing 3-1 away to Calderstones.
However, they have remained unbeaten since, including a 5-0
win against All Saints.

Shirt sponsorship

After a good season last year I was approached by The Regenda Group who offered to
sponsor the Year 9 football team. The Group is a progressive independent North West
housing and regeneration organisation. Through innovative community projects, expertise
in shared ownership and a proven track record in regeneration projects, Regenda’s
mission is to create socially cohesive and sustainable communities. They have bought the
The Year 10 team have won all their games including a 3-1 team a brand new home kit which they will wear for the remainder of the season.
beating of last year’s Merseyside Cup finalists, Birkdale High, in
the first round. Year 11 have progressed to the next round of the The kit was chosen by the lads and we are delighted with it. I would like to thank everyone
Merseyside Cup with an excellent replay against Maghull, at The Regenda Group. We are absolutely delighted that a company with such a good
winning 10-1. The Sixth Form team got off to a flying start, reputation is sponsoring our team. The kit is fantastic and the lads wore their new strip in
beating Broadgreen International 10-2. Well done to all teams!
the big Liverpool Cup clash with Alsop High School.

Members of the girls’ football team
watched the Liverpool v West Ham game as a
reward for picking up litter around the
Anfield area.
As part of the LFC Sweeperzone project, Steph McCann, Charlie Duffy,
Cora Mason and Courtney Barrett also got on the pitch before the
game to hold up the 'Get on with the Game' banner. Here are some of
their comments:

Netball update

"It was a really good chance to help out in the community and meet
some of the Liverpool players. It was a great feeling to hold the flag on
the pitch before the game and it is something that I would really like to
do again for my football team and school." (Courtney Barrett)

The teams this year have been fantastic;
we have a Year 8 team and an A and B Year
7 team.

"Speaking to Steven Gerrard in the players’ room was really good. I
enjoyed the chance of representing the school and the girls’ football
team by holding up the flag before the match." (Charlie Duffy)

We have played 5 games against Holly Lodge, Broughton Hall,
Fazakerley and ESLA. We went to the Academy of St Francis of
Assisi and the Year 8 team won 3-2 and the Year 7s won 3-1. The
girls have been fantastic and they represent the school with excellent
behaviour and sportsmanship! Well done girls and good luck for the
rest of the season.
Year 7 A team: Catlin Broad (GS), Hannah Simpson (GA), Hannah
Lewington (GK), Emily Simpson (GD), Callie Shorthall (WD),
Catherine Pallombella (WA), Brittany Dunn (C), Lydia Jones.
Year 7 B Team: Faye Jones, Lucinda Ndoro, Alex Napier, Megan
Curtis, Hope Rogers, Rachel Wood, Olivia Burton, Rebecca
McKinley.
Year 8 Team: Kate Price (GS), Michaela Bates (GA), Sarah Parry
(GK), Indeah Whelan (GD), Ashleigh Laywood (WD), Megan
Laywood (WA), Emma Sanchez Garcia(C), Subs: Jade Davey.

Year 7 and 8 teams
Both teams played in the Liverpool Development League. The second
half of the league is in March. Good results left both teams top of their
league.
Liverpool Development League. Year 7 results
NLA 6 V Broadgreen 0
NLA 6 V Parklands 0
NLA 8 V Broadgreen ‘B’ 0
NLA 3 V Gateacre 2
Year 7 team players: Caitlen Edwards, Janine Eden, Lydia Jones,
Charlotte Powell, Charlie Duffy (Y8), Holly Read (Y8).
Year 8 Results.
NLA 2 V Parklands 1
NLA 8 V Broadgreen 0
NLA 5 V Gateacre 1
Year 8 players: Cora Mason, Courtney Barrett, Steph McCann, Abbie
Bell, Ellie Jopson, Amy Potter. Chloe Park is in the team pic as she
usually plays but had injured her shoulder. She came along to support.

